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FORMER Marconi star make him amongst the best JASON Culina is expected to from elsewhere in Europe. 


Matthew Bingley has moved _ paid players in Australia — the decide this week just where The talented midfielder will 

to the north shore — signing other three are all at Spirit as his immediate future lies. be a loss to Olympic if he 

with first-season Ericsson well. He already has a big money _ goes — but the transfer is 

Cup club Northern Spirit. He had spent time at offer on the table from expected to reap at least 
Bingley is believed to have —_ Bossley Park training but Danish club Brondby and $1.Smillion. 

landed a contract which will decided instead to join Spirit. another is expected this week Watch out for Parma..... 


BLASTS 


By BRUCE CAMPBELL 


THE WAR of words, 
which is about to precede 
some serious action, is 
hotting up in troubled old 
Adelaide town. 
Following on his mid- 
season sacking deposed 
Sharks coach Manfred 


ing position. 

Stand-in coach Adrian 
Santrac has been boo-ed 
by the clubs’ own fans 
and should Makris be 
forced to step aside then 
Santrac will almost cer- 
tainly follow him. 


which had already won 
the South Australian divi- 
sion of the National 
Youth League, were not 
allowed to contest the 


chosen a media platform 
to go public with the 
problems which may yet 
sink Adelaide Sharks, has 
also revealed that the 


particular Theo Parissos 
and Sam Petas who lead 
the 49% shareholding. 
“Tf it wasn’t for Theo I 
wouldn’t be still here,” 


the entrance for players 
and VIPs out of his own 
pocket to avoid further 
embarrassment for the 
club. 

And now jit seems that 
the minority stakeholders 
may force Makris out of 


stance. 

But the Rupert Mur- 
doch backed bid is insist- 
ing that only one team 
plays out of Adelaide. 

“If a non-aligned team 
played out of Hindmarsh 
Stadium with no opposi- 


Schaefer has hit back at Schaefer spoke exclu- finals because Makris players have not been he says. the club. tion the potential could 
the club’s majority sively to Inside Soccer refused to pay fees due to paid for the last. four © “Theo is great and the As Inside Soccer went be enormous,” Inside 
stakeholder, Con Makris. about his troubles at the the South Australian Soc- _ weeks. Test of the club have been to print a series of meet- Soccer was told by a 
The blast from the club and catalogued a cer Federation. “I am in the same boat absolutely brilliant. ings were being held in source. 
player once known as series of financial irregu-  “Makris has rubbed up as the players,” he hit “I have a lot of friends the. South Australian “There ‘would obvi- 
The Bomber for his no-  larities which included; the SASF the wrong way, _ out. here and I don’t want to capital to determine how ously be resistance from 
nonsense style of football phone disconnection for there is no doubt about “None of us have been leave theminthe lurch. they could legally eject both City and Sharks to 
comes at a time when the non-payment of his bill, that,” said Schaefer. paid for four weeks. “But Makris didn’t the controversial owner. | amalgamate but maybe in 


49% shareholders in the 
Ericsson Cup club are 
considering how they can 


threats from Telecom to 
dis-connect the _ service 
this week, similar threats 


“They gave him until 
last Friday but he said 
that he wouldn’t pay. 


“Makris just doesn’t 
pay his bills — he is a 
joke. 


even have the guts to tell 
me face to face I was 
sacked — he sent some- 


But it may be a move 
which has come too late 
for a club which has 


Adelaide Sharks present 
predicament that resis- 
tance may not be so 


themselves turn the tables from the local electricity “Yet he has gone on “I’ve kept quiet for the body else to do his dirty struggled in recent sea- strong.” 

on the volatile business- authority and non-  ;adio and denied it all — last two weeks but | am work. sons to fulfil its huge The Australian Soccer 

man and depose Makris. payment of his accommo- _ he is just one big liar. fed up with the lies, itis “And he still hasn't potential. Federation is closely 
And it would come as dation rent for the lastten © “The man spends time time to say something.” told me.” In other Adelaide Er- monitoring the financial 

no great surprise if weeks telling everybody ‘just Despite all of the finan- Last week the club’s icsson Cup news, stories problems which have 


Schaefer, set this week to 
retum to Sydney, was not 
re-installed to the coach- 


This comes on top of 
the stunning news that 
the Sharks youth team, 


SYDNEY, MELBOURNE, 
BRISBANE, CAIRNS 


how rich he is — so why 
doesn't he pay his bills?” 
And Schaefer, who has 
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0 cette 


cial problems Schaefer 
stills feels a strong loy- 
alty to the club and in 


car-park was closed be- 
cause of unpaid debts 
although Parissos paid 
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TEL: 13 24 94 


of a News Ltd. push for 
an NSL franchise con- 
tinue to grow in sub- 


crippled Adelaide Sharks 
and which may yet signal 
their demise. 
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* CONDITIONS APPLY 


By Tony Moffitt 


THE ailing Bill Turner 
Cup schools soccer tour- 
nament may have been 
thrown a lifeline thanks 
to the practical purpose 
of one woman, and the 
far-sightedness of one 
soccer club. 

O.K, at this stage, it’s 
not a‘lifeline - it’s the 
equivalent of a piece of 


rope; a concept. 
But it’s a concept, if 
supported, that could 


provide the crucial funds 
needed to see the school- 
age competition continue 
well into the new millen- 
nium. 

Credit for the idea ‘goes 
to Robyn Riley, manager 
of the Warilla High 
School’s Bill Turner Cup 
team. 

As fortune has it, 
Robyn is also the Secre- 
tary of the Shellharbour 
City Soccer Club in the 
New South Wales Illa- 
warra region. 

Robyn is one of those 
teachers who cares about 
her kids. She’s passionate 
about her soccer, and she 
appreciates the value of 
the Bill Tumer Cup, both 
to her students at Warilla 
High, and as a breeding 
ground for future stars of 
the game. 


Advertise 
your com- 
pany in 
Inside 
Soccer's 
Next 
Special 
Supplement 
on 

2 February 


Last week, in her ca- 
pacity as Secretary, she 
took the problem of the 
potential demise of the 


Bill Turner Cup to her. 


committee at Shellhar- 
bour City. 

At that meeting, the 
folks at Shellharbour City 
passed what may well 
become a watershed mo- 
tion. 

The club offered to pay 
the entry fees of the four 
local high schools in the 
club’s drawing area. 

The club also passed a 
motion to endeavour to 
support the competition 
by supplying assistance 
to the schools in the form 
of personnel for coaching 
or refereeing wherever 
possible. 

The good news was 
sent by fax to founder of 
the competition, Bill 
Turner, who was over- 
whelmed by both the 
gesture, and the potential 
of the offer. 

The Bill Tumer Cup is 
entering its twenty first 
year. 

The previous two dec- 
ades of soccer have cre- 
ated hundreds of quality 
footballers who learned 
the game, and the skills at 
the school level. 

The competition is a 
national footballing treas- 
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ure and last year the 
school competition broke 
a world record when 738 
schools entered. 

This year, with the de- 
mise of the competition’s 
high-profiled sponsor, 
and no replacements on 
the horizon, organisers 
were forced to ask 
schools to pay a $20 en- 
try fee. 

Letters were sent by the 
Executive to all current 
schools from Shepparton 
to Cairns. 

The options were sim- 
ple; donate or die. In re- 
ality, the fee is a pittance, 
and provides nothing 
more than the skeleton 
frame-work for the com- 
petition to continue. 

The small fee covers 
administration costs, 
handbooks, medals and 
the like. All workers are 
volunteers. _ 

As a result-of that let- 
ter, more fhan 500 
schools wrote back with a 
simple message: “We 
can’t afford to lose the 
Bill Tummer Cup!“ 

The competition does 
enjoy the support of some 
soccer and community 
groups. The Northem 
New South Wales Soccer 
Federation has given fi- 
nancial assistance since 
Stefan Kamaz’s reign in 


1979. 
The Queensland Soccer 
Federation currently 


lends financia! assistance 
as does Soccer Canberra. 

The Newcastle Break- 
ers have also generously 
donated the use of Break- 
ers Stadium for playing 
the finals. Last year, the 
Northern NSW Referees 
also offered a donation. 

On the business front, 
there are some loyal, gen- 
erous supporters; busi- 
nesses like Longworth 
and Goodwin Printers, 
Lake Macquarie Council, 
Stuart & Dunn, Auscraft 
Medals and Ithaca: Cold 
Storage. 

But it’s the idea of 
Robyn Riley’s that has 
re-energised the founder 
of the competition. 

“What a marvellous 
gesture, and what a won- 
derful idea,“ Bill Turner 
told Inside Soccer when 
the fax from Shellhar- 
bour City landed on his 
desk.” 

It is a wonderful idea, 
More importantly, it’s an 
idea that has potential, 
provided the soccer clubs 
around the country can 
see past the current sea- 
son and into the future of 
Australian soccer. 

“This is a challenge,“ 
Mr Turner enthused. 


Regional club challenges 
Australia for soccer’s future 


“Shellharbour City have 
laid down a challenge to 
other clubs right around 
Australia, and, in the long 
term, it’s a challenge for 
the people who make up 
the committees of those 
clubs. 

“If we could get all of 
our senior football clubs, 
whether they be playing 
National Soccer League, 
or the local 2nd Division 
competition, to pitch in 
and donate funds to cover 
the costs of other schools, 
this competition wouldn’t 
be on its knees.“ 

Bill Turner speaks from 

his heart. He’s a gentle- 
man. 
34 years as a school 
teacher, tutoring the likes 
of soccer-star Craig 
Johnston, and a wealth of 
experience as a referee, 
blowing the whistle on 
legends like Ray Baartz 
and Col Curran have 
given the man whose 
name is on the trophy a 
lifetime of sporting and 
school experience. 

He’s passionate . about 
soccer, even more pas- 
sionate about school-age 
soccer and the absolute 
necessity for the competi- 
tion to continue, 

For Bill Turner it’s a 
mission; a way of paying 
back a sport that has 


given him so much. 

“Before we entered this 
year we had to decide 
whether to pull the plug 
on the whole thing and 
let it die, or to keep strug- 
gling, on a shoe-string,“ 
Mr Turner explained. 

“In the end, we decided 
that it was just too impor- 
tant to our soccer future 
to let it die. But that 
doesn’t make the current 
struggle any easier.” 

Shellharbour City Soc- 
cer Club aren’t in the 
same league as Manches- 
ter United, nor for that 
matter, Marconi or South 
Melbourne. 

They don’t have the 
budget, the crowds, the 
stadium, nor footballers 
so talented they only 
need one name, like Ma- 
radona. 

They’re essentially a 
group of community 
minded people who share 
a love of the game, and a 
desire to see it continue 
to grow at the formative 
leve |- within our school 
system. 

The Club’s gesture of 
support for the Bill 
Tumer Cup, and directly 
for their own children, is 
a shining example of how 
a small, but significant 
contribution, if dupli- 
cated by other clubs 


across the nation, can 
resurrect the competition, 
and put it back on a level 
footing. 

One club isn’t enough. 

One club is a start. 

The responsibility now 
falls to other clubs to 
follow Shellharbour 
City’s lead. 

According to Mr 
Tumer, the competition 
remains worthwhile and 
increasingly important. 

“It’s not unusual to be 
watching a Cup game, 
and you're standing 
shoulder-to-shoulder 
with representatives from 
some of the senior 
clubs,“ he admitted. 

“They come to the 
games because they real- 
ise it is a showcase of 
what raw talent is avail- 
able. 

“It’s an opportunity for 
the clubs, and the kids, to 
take their soccer to the 
next level.“ 

And so now the future 
of the competition, and 
the future of our sport has 
been thrust back into the 
wide-open hands of our 
soccer clubs right around 
the country - at all levels. 

Bill Turner and Robyn 
Riley have a plea. 

“Don’t drop the ball. 
Do give a damn. Do 
something about it.” 


Interest builds in next season’s 
Ericsson Cup membership 


By Paul Millar 


CASHED-up financiers 
are queueing up to intro- 
duce teams into the 
national soccer league 
after the stunning success 
of Northern Spirit ‘this 
scason. 

The Spirit have drawn 
bumper crowds to every 
home game at North Syd- 
ney Oval in their first 
season in the national 
Ericsson Cup competi- 
tion following in the 
footsteps of Perth Glory. 

League general man- 
ager Stefan Kamasz said 
two separate Sydney con- 
sortia had applied to join 
the competition, oné next 
year and one the follow- 
ing season. 

Both teams want to 
play out of the Sydney 
Football Stadium and 
Soccer Australia is trying 
to convince the parties to 
pool their resources and 
make one application. 

"Tt would make sense to 
get the two parties to- 
gether on this one," Ka- 


masz said. 

"They've seen the po- 
tential through what has 
happened with Northen 
Spirit and they want to 
be a part of it," he said. 

The Parramatta 
Leagues Club is also in- 
terested in joining the 
league which will un- 
dergo a major overhaul 
next season. 

There is speculation 
that the current 15 team 
league will be trimmed to 
a 14 side competition 
with up to four clubs bat- 
tling to escape the chop. 

The Auckland Kings 
have put the pressure on 
the league strugglers by 
meeting the — strict 
criteria set down by Soc- 
cer Australia for inclu- 
sion in the league. 

Soccer Australia sent 
final legal documents to 
the New Zealand consor- 
tium last week. 

Part of the deal is be- 
lieved to be a $1million 
payment and an agree- 
ment to -underwrite 
travel costs to New Zea- 
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ANTE MILICIC and PETER ZOIS 
both play at which Dutch First 


Division club? 


ANSWER: see Ram Scoreboard, p30. 


land. 

The deal is so advanced 
that only a huge outcry 
from the Australian clubs 
would place the deal in 
jeopardy. 

It has been argued that 
the Kings team will be- 
come the New Zealand 
national side and that 
Australia will be helping 
to strengthen its closest 
rival. 

Sydney United will 
make the play-offs but 
their future in the league 
is hanging by a 
thread. 

Backers have rallied to 
ensure the second placed 
side sees out the season 
but cash-shy United ap- 
pears to be on borrowed 
time. 

Gippsland Falcons are 


Mark Viduka: nis transjer notas the key 10 Meloourne Knights julure 


also under a financial 
cloud and their predica- 
ment is worse as they 
are third bottom on the 
league ladder. 

The Canberra Cosmos 
have endured a nightmare 
season and will run away 
with the wooden spoon 
- the only hope they have 
of survival is that they 
play in the national capi- 
tal. 


Many believe it would 
not be a national league 
without a team in Can- 
berra. 

Once a powerhouse in 
Australian soccer, the 
Melbourne Knights have 
sunk to unfamiliar 
territory this season. 

Second bottom and 
with large debts, the club 
is sweating on.a slice of 


Mark Viduka's transfer to 
Celtic which should net 
the Knights $1.58 million 
and give them a life-line 
to play on next season. 

Carlton will probably 
be sold to a squad of 
Melbourne businessmen 
before the end of this 
month and the club will 
move from Optus to 
Olympic Park next sea- 
son. 

The consortium, led by 
high profile AFL-player 
manager Peter Jess, needs 
to come up. with 
$500,000 to play in the 
league next season as it 
will be regarded as a new 
side. 

The admission fee is 
likely to cost $250,000 in 
hard cash and the rest in 
a bank guarantee. 
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A White Elephant at 
sydney Football Stadium 


SOCCER Australia has 
been approached by two 
parties exploring the pos- 
sibility of basing a new 
national league team at 
the Sydney Football Sta- 
dium. 

Ericsson Cup general 
manager Stefan Kamasz 
told Inside Soccer that he 
had been informally ap- 
proached by two indi- 
viduals who were inter- 
ested in submitting a pro- 
posal to play out of the 
arena as early as next 
season. 

“I think it would be 
fantastic to have a side 
playing out of this par- 
ticular stadium,” said 
Kamasz. 


“Provided it was an 
organisation that was 
looking after the eastern 


Comment by Derek Royal 


suburbs, central Sydney 
and the inner south, if 
that’s what you want to 
call it, then it would 
make a lot of sense to 
me.” 

Northem Spirit’s suc- 
cess in generating huge 
crowds and appealing to 
a wide support base ap- 
pears to be the inspiration 
behind establishing a new 
team at the SFS. 

But the size of the SFS 
could pose a problem for 
any team based there. 

In recent years rugby 
league teams Sydney City 
and South Sydney have 
failed dismally in attract- 
ing crowds of more than 
10,000 to their home 


Blatter Defends In Gulf 


FIFA president Joseph Blatter has defended his plan for a soccer World Cup every 

two years and denied it would mean more money for his world governing body. 
Blatter, whose plan met with mixed reactions when he first revealed it last 

month, said he would present the details of his plan to the FIFA executive at a 


games at the ground. 

In fact, the Rabbitohs 
considered half that num- 
ber a decent turn-out. 

The NSW _ Waratahs 
rugby union side at- 
tracted average crowds of 
more than 20,000 during 
last year’s Super 12 com- 
petition and while that’s 
admirable, 20,000 seats 
still remained empty. 

In fact, the only time 
the SFS can safely pre- 
dict a full-house is for 
State of Origin rugby 
league, the NRL grand 
final and the Bledisloe 
Cup rugby union clash 
between Australia and 
New Zealand. 

Now, each of those 


events will be played at 


. gentina, so where does 


Australia v England at the Sydney Football Stadium: one of the few times that the world game has filled the 
stadium rated by many as a White Elephant 


twice and on both occa- 


Homebush’s new Olym- 


meeting on March 11 and 12. He argued his plan would underline the importance pic Stadium. 

of national teams as opposed to the world’s top clubs. But he added: "FIFA earn- International soccer 
ings are higher when the World Cup is organised every four years as opposed to matches have only rated 
two." at the box office when the 


Blatter was speaking in Oman at a tri-nations tournament involving Oman, Swit- 
zerland and Slovakia. Last month European football's governing body UEFA said 
the plan would devalue the World Cup. 


soccer’s Hall of Fame 
set for February launch 


Socceroos are in World 
Cup play-off mode 
against the likes of Ar- 


that leave an SFS-based 
Ericsson Cup team? 

To date, the venue has 
been a disaster at national 
league level, with one of 
the best supported clubs 
in the country - Sydney 
Olympic - playing there 


sions, cutting short their 
tenancy due to poor 
crowds. 

Those pushing the new 
SFS proposal would sug- 
gest that unlike Olympic, 
@ club traditionally 
backed by the Greek 


AT A meeting of Soccer Aus- 
tralia Commissioners on June 
2, 1996, it was agreed in prin- 
ciple to form an independent 
committee to acknowledge 
and honour outstanding serv- 
ices to soccer in Australia. 

It was determined that a 
system of Awards should be 
created at three distinct levels, 
with separate but equivalent 
groups for both ‘on the field’ 
and ‘off the field’ contribu- 
tions. 

On Sunday, February 28, 
1999 following the Annual 
General Meeting, Soccer Aus- 
tralia will officially recognise 
the first set of inductees into 
Australian Soccer's Hall of 
Fame, with categories as fol- 
lows: 

1. Hall of Champions 
(players)/ Hall of Honour 


(contributors) 
2. Medal of Excellence 
(players)/ Roll of Honour 
(contributors) 
3. Award of Distinction 
(players)/ Roll of Honour 
(contributors) 

The inductees, both male 
and female, are drawn from 
various areas throughout soc- 
cer, including Players, Offi- 
cials, Coaches, Referees and 
the Media. 

Believed to be on the list of 
first-up inductees are a num- 
ber of prominent figures in- 
volved in the world of soccer 
including the entire 1974 Aus- 
tralian World Cup team. 

“If that happens it would be 
the greatest single recognition 
ever given to the team,” one 
former player told Inside Soc- 
cer. 


“We have been shoved aside 
and ignored until recently 
although the drive past at the 
Iran (World Cup eliminator) 
game in 1987 was a great ges- 
ture. 

“Other than that the only 
major recognition came at a 
reunion which was promoted 
by Port Kembla Soccer Club. 

“This is long overdue but it 
will be a great honour. It will 
also go a long way to killing 
off some bad feeling.” 

Other rumoured inductees 
include Sepp Blatter and Oce- 
ania president, Charlie 
dempsey. 

Inductees will include jour- 
nalists, administrators and 
former players at the special 
presentation which will be 
held at Sydney’s downtown 
Wentworth Hotel. 
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community, the new team 
would draw its support 
from the broader commu- 
nity. 

Nevertheless, a 40,000 
seat stadium is difficult to 
fill, regardless of where 
the team’s support is 
drawn. 
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Bruce Campbell 


IT’S ONLY AN OPINION 


fi: = 


AUSTRALIAN Soccer, or football, or 
association football — call it what you 
will, is going through an immense 
growth period. 

I am not quite sure of the exact rea- 
son but I feel fairly confident that the 
promotion of the World Cup second 
leg eliminator against Iran, regardless 
of the result, has been a major factor if 
not the out and out catalyst. 

Looking out of our office back win- 
dow at Corrimal onto Memorial Park, 
I am constantly reminded of that prog- 
ress. 

In the mid-1950s Corrimal Rangers 
were the best football team in Austra- 
lia. 

They had the Australian captain, 
several internationals and a multitude 
of state and district reps in their team. 

In short it was a team of stars. 

I have to thank my friend Nev Ar- 
rowsmith for reminding me of this 
also because he recently gave me a 
copy of the history of the Rangers, a 
club which has now amalgamated into 
Illawarra Premier League side North- 
em United. 

It is easy to look across at the junior 
field beside the main ground and think 
it is just a kid's park and it is also just 
as easy to look at the Rangers ground 
and see that as nothing more than a 
local-side ground. 

Both would be a mistake. 

Memorial Park was state-of-the-art 
in its day. 

Tt was a fully enclosed ground with 
it own canteen, facilities and seating, 
as well as undercover protection, 
which would ‘have been the envy of 
most clubs in Australia. 

The talent on display was immense 
and for the big games crowds of 5,000 


would pack the little stadium. 

That was soccer in the pre- 
Federation days when the Rangers 
were an integral part of the domestic 
scene, 

Even into the early and late ‘60s 
their set-up would be the: envy of 
many, and, right up until Start of 
the NSL, there were clubs at‘the high- 
est level in Australia who did'not pos- 
sess that level of facility. 

But not any longer, and that is the 
true testament of the growth of our 
game. 

- Facilities at the vast majority of NSL 
grounds today are incomparable with 
even just five or ten years ago. 

In truth, the league is almost unrec- 
ognisable. 

Evidence of that is the fact that clubs 
are seriously prepared to deposit a 
$500,000 franchise fee/guarantee to be 
part of Australia’s elite set-up. 

Yet when I suggested this to David 
Hill just a few years ago he scoffed at 
the very suggestion of a franchise fee. 

Had that been done then at least the 


games would have been a half mil 
better off when Collingberg bit the 
dust. 

That aside, football is in really good 
shape. 

Sometimes we forget that when we 
are over critical about certain factors 
of unrest within our ranks. 

Sure, improvements can be made, 
improvements will be made — and 
there is no cause for complacency. 

Maybe I am just lucky that I can 
daily look out on a constant reminder 
of just how far we have come. 

Could a little club like Corrimal 
Rangers cut it in today’s league? 

Maybe not, .but imagine what it 
would have been like if they had built 
upon their success, added to their 
stadium, continued to bring in the 
best players available. 

Sadly, the game was ripped apart by 
the internecine fighting between 
clubs at the end of the ‘50s. 

The resultant breakaway NSWSF 
have done a great deal to advance the 
cause of the game but along the way 
Corrimal Rangers were a casualty. 

They managed to bounce back in 
some form before admitting it was all 
too tough and combined with other 
local clubs to present the Illawarra 
with top class football in the shape of 
South Coast United. 

But I suspect that a lot of heart was 
gone. 

Could you ever see little clubs like 
that rise to the top again? 

It is almost beyond any form of 
imagination. 

That, however, is what is great 
about our game. 

Bring back promotion and relega- 
tion and even the tiniest of minnows 


can dream. 

Recreate a national knockout cup, a 
story which we ‘scooped’ some 
weeks ago, and then everybody can 
have a dream. 

Nev’s terrific memories aren’t a 
dream — but they are proof of the 
great advances our game has made in 
just over a quarter of a century. 


TD LIKE to publicly thank the many, 
many calls we get from our readers. 

Both our editorial and marketing 
staff have received literally scores of 
calls in the last fortnight from all 
parts of the country. 

In fact we created a wee record of 
our own last Wednesday when four 
separate calls were received from 
Perth in one day — two from news- 
agencies to let us know that their 
regular supply of copies had solid out 
on day one. Maybe it was that front 
page story. 

You keep the comments coming 
and we will do our best to keep up 
with your wishes and expectations. 


Real Progress 
AS A NEW reader to 
Inside Soccer, 1 felt 
compelled to air. some 
views. 

Although the 
*potential' of soccer has 
been touted for many 
years I feel that in order 
for real progress to be 
made within the code 
some real tough deci- 
sions have to occur 
within the foreseeable 
future. 

The real problem lies 
with the fact that clubs 
who have marginalised 
their supporters by ap- 
pealing to a particular 
segmented part of the 
community are finding 
themselves slowly ostra- 
cised by the very people 
they were excluding. 

The Northern Spirit 
and Perth Glory are by 
far the most popular 
clubs in terms of crowd 
attendances. 

The simple reason lies 
with the fact that they 
are supported by an ex- 
cellent marketing depart- 
ment and have appealed 
to the general commu- 
nity. 

The question which 
remains is this; how 
does Soccer Australia go 
about telling those same 
clubs who built soccer in 
this country that "thanks 
we'll kick you out now - 
and take it from here?” 

It won't happen and if 
it does you don't have to 
be a genius to realise the 
potential ramifications. 

T also. believe that a 
team known as Mel- 
bourne United should 
emerge from Victoria 


replacing some of the 
weaker clubs already 
there and Marconi, de- 
spite its rich tradition, 
should change its name 
to reflect soccer in the 
21st century. 

Finally I believe that 
until soccer is given free 
to air coverage the 
growth of the game will 
be stifled. 

Chris Liberiou 

E.mail 

(I couldn't help but 

agree with the general 

sentiment expressed, 
Chris. 

I also assume that by 
free-to-air’ you mean 
commercial coverage. 

Maybe I am ail alone 
here but I think that the 
commercials do a lousy 
job of every other sport 
they touch and am defi- 
nitely not deliriously 


YOU CAN air your view on any subject relating to soccer by replying to 
inside Soccer at 
Fax; (02) 4285 7481 


Email; insidesoccer@hotmail.com 


You must include a day time telephone number for verification purposes, if 
necessary, and letters should be kept under 400 words. 
All correspondence must include your name and address — although we will 


print letters under nom-de-plumes, 


Letters on any football related subject are welcome but should reach us by 
Friday morning prior to print to reach the next deadline. 


awaiting their ‘arrival’, 
However it will come. 


Now I will be support- 
ing Northern. Spirit as a 


Big Mitch for Socceroos 
THERE has been a great deal of speculation in the 
media recently about who to select for the Socceroo 
coaching position vacated by Terry Venables. 

Names such as Hodgson, Thomson and even Alex 
Ferguson (believe it or not from one soccer journo in 
Sydney) have been bandied about. There is no way 
we can afford an overseas coach the calibre of those 
mentioned, and even if we could, there is no guaran- 
tee of World Cup qualification success. 

For mine, the answer to our Socceroo coach posi- 
tion is in Australia. We have a wealth of experience 
in coaches like Branko Culina, Zoran Matic and co., 
and some exciting new coaching talent making an 
impact on the local scene in Farina, Angie P, Amold, 
Kmcevic and Kosmina. 

1am firmly of the opinion, that our next 
Socceroo coach should be David Mitchell. Big Mitch 
has the respect of his peers and senior players; in 
depth knowledge of the international scene and con- 
tacts, and has demonstrated his coaching ability at 
Sydney United under extremely difficult circum- 
stances. 

Don't bring Thommo back, although I like 
Thommo, he plays too defensively, plays players 
out of position, and is not the type of coach to build 
on what Terry Venables' achievements. 

Remember the Olyroo debacle against Spain at the 
Atlanta Olympics? Talk about ripe for the picking! 

We need to go forward, and it's time to install one 
of our own at the helm. Without doubt, David 
Mitchell is the man for the job. 

Harry Ross 
Bankstown NSW 


Soccer is a runaway result of this. 
train which is getting With the raising of 
faster and stronger every _ ticket prices, the team not 


season. It will come, but I 
do not believe that it has 
to be at expense of the 
traditions behind our 
clubs. Let them make the 
choices. — Ea). 


Bye Bye Wolves 
I WOULD like to con- 
gratulate you on this 
great football paper 
which has everything you 
could possibly want to 
know about. 

I am 14-years-old and 
have been supporting 
Wollongong Wolves for 
about seven years. 

I had become a very 
loyal supporter up until 
recently when they ap- 
pointed a consortium 
which I believe has let 
the club down a little. 


PLAZA 


BARBER SHOP 


“The Sportsman’s 
Barber” 


going too well and the 
poor crowds on top of 
this they have to change 
something. 

If they do not they will 
lose a lot more loyal sup- 
porters like myself. 

Luke Bear 

Camden NSW 

(Watch out for a future 
edition of Inside Soccer 
when we put the hard 
questions to Wolves 


chairman Doug Symes. — 
Ed). 


United’s Struggle 
ONE can admire the val- 


iant struggle being waged 
by the supporters of Syd- 
ney United to keep the 
club-alive. Whether they 
survive is debatable. 

Over the years there 
have been numerous Syd- 
ney soccer clubs who 
achieved some promi- 
nence for a period only to 
ultimately fold or at best 
survive as a minor club 
or merged with another. 

Sydney United could 
well be the only case 
where an endangered 
club is making a con- 
certed effort to survive. 

If they do defy the odds 
and survive as a force in 
Oz soccer it will only be 
because they have a solid 
body of passionate sup- 
porters who really care. 

Off the top of my head 
I compiled a list of 
prominent now-deceased 
Sydney clubs and those 
who survive but only as 
bit players; 

Pyrmont, Metters, Leich- 
hardt Annandale, Canter- 
bury Bankstown, 
Granville Auburn, Yugal, 
Polonia, Prague, Sydney 
Australia, Western Sub- 
urbs, Hakoah, APIA, 
Budapest St George, 


Melita Eagles and others 
T’ve forgotten. 

The common link be- 
tween all the above clubs 
is that in the end not 
enough people cared 
enough thus their fate 
was sealed. 

Robert Mellor 

Bondi NSW 

(The one certainty is that 
time and tide wait for no 
man — not even in soccer. 

I’m sure that there are 
other casualties on the 
way. 


Remember that 38 


clubs have played in the 
NSL to date — and now 
there are only 15 left, — 
Ed). 


—— 


Central Coast Soccer Association 
Invites you to comé and join the 


STAR PROGRAMME 
“Making Friends With The 


Ball” 


NOW IN ITS 10th YEAR 


WHO IS ELIGIBLE 


Central Coast Assocn club players 
Age groups 9-12 (boys/girls) 
WEHEN/WHERE 


Monday nights 5.00pm-6.30pm 


15 weeks at Pluim Park 


First night Monday 15 February 1999 
Players to bring a soccer ball ; 
No sessions on school holidays or long weekends. 


COACH 


Bill Vrolyks O.A.M. (a qualified coach approved by 


the CCSA) 
OBJECT 


The programme is designed to improve the ball 


skills of the player. The player will learn how to jug- 
gle, pass and all the various skills of the game. At 
the end of the 15 week course, the player will pos- 
sess better skills that will enhance their prospect to 
play at a higher level. 

Cost 

$75 for the season or $5 per session. 


See Rocky or Frank 
Shop 6, Short Street, Manly 
(near the Post office) 


TEL: (02) 9977 6704 
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For further enquiries contact CCSA 4324 4713 or 
Bill Vrolyks 4341 0126 
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NEWS VIEWS TRIVIA FACTS 


38 CLUBS in NSL history and still 
counting 

As SA officials contemplate the 
make-up of the new millennium look 
and feel for the NSL the contenders 
keep coming. 

Trans Tasman rivals the Auckland 
Kings are booking air fares. 

The Parramatta syndicate will 
spend a full day in late February 
searching for a catchy name and 


WHEATLEY’S 
WORLD 


gent is taking shape. : 


INFO. NEWS VIEWS TRIVIA FACTS INFO NEWS 


menced with an information bro- 
chure now available from one of the 
28 stores nationwide outlets. 


REAL‘S soccer specific promotion 
INSTANT REWARDS continues in 
fill flight. 

Many thanks’ to clubs who have 
taken up the offer including a group 
of Nepean based clubs ready to take 
full advantage of the benefits through 
ALL ROUND SPORTS at Penrith. 

Hard working soccer devotee Brett 
Tribolet from-All. Round branched 
out from the established Smithfield 
§) centre three years ago to create a new 
and flourishing home at the foot of 
tae Mountains. 

Support in ‘99 can be expected 
from some of the leading clubs in the 
area including Blaxland, Glenmore 
Park, Emerson Town, Nepean Police 
Boys and Springwood clubs. 


SO, Inside Soccer readers, it’s time 
to tell Wheatley's World which clubs 
have come and gone over the 24 
years NSL history. , 
Remember that name changes (eg. 
West Adelaide to Adelaide Sharks, \ 
Canberra City to Canberra Arrows 
etc) will be regarded as a single en- 
trant. 
To get you started: Mooroolbark, 


MARK Acaster doesn’t just play 
Sunshine George Cross, Blacktown 


soccer — he lives it. 


Cityees t The REAL distributor in Queen- 
F = ey sland, Ruud as he is affectionately 
WHERE are they now? 


known, covers the soccer scene in 
Queensland. 

By the way ‘Ruud’ stems from 
Acaster’s undying support for Chel- 
sea and the fact that Gullit did bring 
} some pretty important silverware to 
Stamford Bridge in his first year at 
the helm. 
~ Acaster’s two sons are also devoted 
to the code. 

He is a staunch Striker’s supporter, 
despite that Round 20 drubbing 


Former 300 NSL match veteran 
Gerry Gomez still spends consider- z 
able time on the park. 

By day GEZ (his new business 
trading name) is a respected supplier 
of all sporting uniforms specialising 
in transfer printing. 

In his ‘spare time’ he runs a coach- 
ing school in the eastern suburbs of 
Sydney. 

Regular Monday night sessions 


ee 


ae, ees 


Thanks for the memories: Gerry Gomez in action with Marconi 


starting at 4pm during daylight sav- 
ings at Lyne Park correspond with 
term 1. 

These blocks of coaching continue 
throughout the season together with 
school holiday courses from early 
April. 


DOLPHINS coach and Peninsula 
barber look to shape soccer promo- 


tion; Warringah Dolphins head coach 
Tony Pezzano and Manly’s knowl- 
edgeable hair guru Rocky Catalino 
have joined forces to heighten aware- 
ness of soccer on the Northern 
beaches. 

A local Premier League select side 
will take on the Dolphins at Cromer 
park on 6 March at Cromer Park. 


Squad selection for the Premier 
League eleven will be the responsi- 
bility of Rocky and Kenny Mallam. 

Training has already commenced at 
Graham‘s Reserve with Manly rugby 
league trainer Duncan Kerr putting 
the locals through some strenuous 
sessions. 

Remembering that Danny Town- 


send. was recently a peninsula bred 
talent, Pezzano and his supporters 
are on the right track. 


YOUR club has a new supporter. 

So goes the theme behind Rebel 
Sports concept to encourage cus- 
tomer loyalty. at club level. 

The club rebate scheme has com- 


when Brisbane were hit for six, and 
has built up a strong relationship 
with all soccer groups over the past 
four years. 

His retail connections are concen- 
trated in South Eastern Queensland 
with pockets of REAL’S QSF prod- 
uct stretched right up the coast to Far 
North Queensland. 


& 
Pa 


REWARD your club with free soccer balls. REAL 


Buy REAL soccer products from our retailers \n Queensland 


Brisbane Metropolitan 

Strudwicks Sportsworld 
Ipswich Ph: 07 3812 3533 
Beenleigh Ph: 07 3807 4256 
Browns Plains Ph: 07 3273 6309 
Sunnybank Hills Ph: 07 3273 6309 

Sportscrazy Ph: 07 3371 5022 


Sportspower 
Canndale Ph: 07 3843 0244 
Indooroopilly Ph: 07 3378 8688 
Garden City Ph: 07 3219 4944 
Capalaba Ph: 07 3823 2266 
World of Sport Ph: 07 3899 3777 


Macsports Ph: 07 3254 5562 
Soccer Stuff Ph: 07 3823 1769 
Hart Sports Ph: 07 3352 6000 
Soccerworld Ph: 07 3357 5777 


Queensland Regional 


Ayr : Gladstone 


Mareeba 
Sportspower Ph: 07 4783 1214 Sportscene Ph: 07 4972 5071 


Claude Cater & Co. Ph: 07 4092 1319 


Biloela 
Wiltons Sportsscene Ph: 07 4992 1142 


Gold Coast 

Racquet & Balls Sports Ph: 07 5531 6511 
Sportspower Pacific Fair Ph: 07 5531 6244 
Sportspower Tweed City Ph: 07 5524 6211 
Sportspower Elanora Ph: 07 5598 2778 
Sportspower Australia Fair Ph: 07 5531 2966 
S.C. Sports Ph: 07 5529 4499 


Maryborough 
Sportscene Ph: 07 4122 4133 


Maryborough Team Sports Ph: 07 4121 6422 
Bundaberg 


Soccer Shack Ph: 07 4151 6596 Mtlsa 


Sportscene Ph: 07 4749 5157 
Cairns 
Far North Sportspower Ph: 07 4031 6106 


Rockhampton 
Neville Coombs Sports Warehouse 


Charters Towers. Ph: 07 4749 5157 


Sportscene Ph: 07 4787 3254 


Innisfail 
Sports Stop Ph: 07 4061 6733 


Sunshine Coast 
Mackay Soccer 2 U Ph: 07 5444 0130 
Strudwicks Sportsworld Ph: 07 4957 8388 + Sportspower Ph: 07 5443 7299 


Dalby 
Hedges Sports Store Ph: 07 4662 3078 


Townsville 
Sportscene Ph: 07 4772 3666 


Toowoomba 
Strudwicks Sportsworld Ph: 07 4636 0111 


FREE 1999 CATALOGUE 


‘HEAD OFFICE: (02) 9557 5522 TOLL FREE: 1800 803 151 
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Viduka: Celtic 


playing 
career still on 


By Ken Gaunt 
& Trevor Marshallsea 


MARK Viduka, Glasgow 
Celtic’s- controversial 
Australian striker was 
touted as a candidate for 
the Tennents Scottish 
Cup fourth-round game 
against Dunfermline last 
Saturday after beginning 
training with the first- 
team squad. 

But Viduka made him- 
self unavailable for selec- 
tion saying: “I think this 
match has come a bit too 
soon for me. It would be 
pushing it.” 

In a rare interview, the 
former Croatia Zagreb 
star said he is making 
good progress on the 
fitness front after return- 
ing to Parkhead. 

"I am coming along 
good and feeling a lot 
better," he told the offi- 
cial Celtic Hotline. 

"I have started training 
with the first-team squad 
and getting a fee] of the 


ball again. 


"It is always hard when at 


you have to train by © 
yourself. 

"You are running 
around with not much 
ball work. 

"I feel I have gotten 
over the worst, but it is 
up to the coach if he | 
plays me in the under- 
2s. 

"I certainly need match 


fitness because I haven't - 


played for such a long 
time." 

Viduka knows he is not 
guaranteed a place in the 
side because Celtic are 
scoring goals for fun at 
the moment, 

He added: "I have seen 
the last three games, and 
the team have been unbe- 
lievable. 

"I will have to work 
really hard and hopefully 
get a game." 

Meanwhile, FIFA have 
stepped into the row be- 
tween Celtic and Croatia 
Zagreb over Viduka's 


transfer fee. 
The Croatian club are 
furious that the Scottish 


champions forwarded 
only £900,000 for the 
striker when they fully 
expected the full 
£3million that was agreed 
at the time of the transfer. 

Instead Celtic said they 
would split the remaining 


£2.1lmillion with 
Viduka’s previous club, 
Melbourne Knights, and 
the player. 

Zagreb, already furious 
about the delay in pay- 
ment, complained to 
FIFA about the Glasgow 
club's action. 

A spokesman for world 
football's governing body 


Australian Corporate. 


Sydney March 11-14 1999 


OKI AYI[H4) ee 


EVENTS 


DATES 


VENUES 


FORMAT 


SQUAD SIZE 


UNIFORM 
FEE 


Men 
Women 
Men 


SATURDAY 
SUNDAY 


Open 
Open 
30+ 


March 13 
March 14 


Six a Side 


said last week: "We are in 
contact with both parties 
about the situation. 

"The matter is pending, 
and we have nothing 
more to say on it at the 
moment.” 

Viduka returned to 
Parkhead only last month 
after fleeing to Australia 
over Christmas, com- 
plaining of emotional 
stress. 

And in a later twist to 
the sage FIFA gave Scot- 
tish champion Celtic 
until last Friday to either 
pay Croatia Zagreb the 
full fee for Australian 
Mark Viduka, or show 
cause why it will not. 

If FIFA is not satisfied, 
the club could eventually 
be suspended from inter- 
national transfers and 
European competitions 
over Viduka, whose pur- 
chase now ranks as the 
Most troublesome in its 
long history. 

In an extreme situation, 
FIFA even has the power 


Men Open — Melita Stadium. Everley Park. Knight Park. Norford Park and Progress Park § 


SIX a Side — Ray Marshall 


2 


Minimun heduled 


Pool play f 


mes $ 


by elimination tournament 


Men Open Minimum 13 Maximum 15 


Six a Side Min 8 Maximum 1 


Numbered shirt of like kind ar 


receive d 


0 


nd colour 
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to relegate Celtic down a 
division over the dispute 
involving Viduka. 

The wrangle centres on 
Celtic's move to pay the 
Stg3 million ($A7.63 


million) transfer fee 
for Viduka in three direc- 
tions: $tg900,000 


($A2.29 million) to his 
former club Croatia 
Zagreb, Stgi.5 million 
($A3.82 million) to the 
player, and Stg600,000 
($AI.5 million) to his 
Australian club Mel- 
bourne Knights, who 
brokered a "“transfer-on" 
clause when they sold the 
striker. 

Celtic managing direc- 
tor Fergus McCann de- 
cided to split the fee afier 
Viduka's two months 
in exile immediately after 
joining the club in De- 
cember. 

Most of that leave was 
taken in Melbourné to 
deal with "emotional 
stress", while another 


two weeks were spent in 


London while contract 
negotiations hit an im- 
passe. 

While Celtic feels the 
wronged party in the 
Viduka saga, Croatia 
Zagreb is insisting on the 
original terms of the 
transfer deal it signed 
with the club, and com- 
plained to FIFA 10 days 
ago about McCann's 
switch. 

A FIFA spokesman 
added the body's player 
status committee had 
asked Celtic to either pay 
Croatia Zagreb the full 
fee, or "give a good rea- 
son why it won't". 

_ _If the problem was not 
solved, the case would be 


(decided by the player 


status committec. 

Any appeal could still 
be heard by FIFA's ap- 
peals committee, but it 
would then impose one 
of the three sanctions 
available to it if Celtic 
still did not comply with 
FIFA orders. ‘ 


SOCCEROO goalkeeper 
Zeljko Kalac is the high- 
est profile Aussie playing 
in Holland at the mo- 
ment. The man the fans 
call ‘Spider’ is currently 
custodian at Roda JC 
Kerkrade. 

Kalac, the former num- 
ber one at Sydney 
United, joined Roda this 
season in a five-year deal 
and is enjoying himself 
immensely after an inter- 
esting settling-in period. 

“One of the club's main 
problems last year was in 
the goalkeeping area and 
when I came in at the 
beginning of this season 
there was lot of pressure 
on me,“ he says. 

“Roda finished the pre- 
vious season in 14th po- 
sition and were strug- 
gling against relegation 
and they kept swapping 
keepers which cost them 
a lot of points. 

“They only brought in 


PARMA EYE AUSSIES 


three new players, includ- 
ing myself, in the off- 
season, so the pressure 
was on from the star. 

“We played Ajax and 
Vitesse Armhem in our 
opening games, managed 
just one point from four 
games and I wasn’t the 
old Spider, but luckily 
the press didn’t write 
anything bad about me, 
and then we won about 
eight games straight and 
climbed the table and it’s 
been good since.“ 

With the local press 
finally saying that they 
can put some trust in a 
decent goalie, Roda re- 
cently competed at an 
indoor tournament during 
the winter recess at which 
Kalac was voted keeper 
of the tournament. 

But he was brought 
back to reality as he was 
on the receiving end of 
three goals as Roda 
crashed at home to Ajax 


in the third round of the 
Dutch Cup. 

“Ajax, PSV and Feye- 
noord are the rated-teams 
and everyone gives them 
too much respect,“ he 
continues. 

“We played at home (in 
the Cup) and we sat back 
and almost let them have 
the first 15 minutes. 

“T think the scoreline 
flattered Ajax — we bat- 
tered them in the first 
half but just couldn’t 
score — then they scored 
in the first half after 2 
scramble in our box, and 
got us twice on the coun- 
ter attack in the second 
half. 

“Still it’s good to be 
playing seriously again. 

“We've played Ajax 
three times this season 
and lost them all. 

“ve felt that I played 
good in all three games — 
maybe I should just have 
an ordinary game.” 


CONTROVERSIAL AIS graduate Ante Seric will transfer to Italian club Parma at 
the end of the season. Seric is currently with Croatian side Hajduk Split and will 
move on a $5 million transfer fee. He hit the headlines last yea when he opted to 
play for Croatia rather than Australia. 
And Parma are said to be stepping up their interest in another Aussie, with their 
| target currently starring in the Ericsson Cup. 


‘Unpeople’ planned 
major changes to affect 
Aussies abroad 


By Neil Silver 


FOOTBALL chiefs are to 
consider introducing a 
European-style “transfer 
window" into the British 
game in a move which 
will have direct conse- 
quences to Australian 
players wishing to work 
overseas. 

Peter Leaver, chief ex- 
ecutive of the FA Premier 
League, has revealed that 
football leagues through- 
out Europe were going to 
discuss the possibility of 
having a common trans- 
fer period. 


Transfer windows al-° 


ready exist in countries 
such as Italy and Spain, 
but such a move in Brit- 
ain would be a revolu- 
tionary step. 


If such a system is in- 
troduced it would mean 
no new players could be. 
brought in by clubs once 
the season kicks off. 

There would instead be 
a period - a window 
probably lasting three 
wecks - halfway through 
the season when all 
transfer activity would 
take place. 

The proposal is just 
one topic under discus- 
sion by the Association 
of European Leagues 
which met in London on 
Wednesday, and which 
was addressed by Sports 
Minister Tony Banks. 

"It is something we 
want to look at and dis- 
cuss whether it is feasi- 
ble," said Leaver. 

"We want to investi- 


gate to see if it will be for 
the benefit of football in 
our respective leagues 
and respective countries, 
and in Europe as a 
whole.” 

Another key issue un- 
der discussion involves 
having a compulsory 
number of under-21 play- 
ers in squads for matches, 
in a bid to prevent home- 
grown talent being stifled 
by foreign imports. 

Leaver said: "In each of 
the leagues we want to do 
as much as we can to 
build up our, own talent. 

"In Scotland they have 
one rule, in Germany 
another, and perhaps we 
ought to see if we can 
arrive at a sensible com- 
mon rule that would 
benefit football in each of 


Okon Back on Bench 


UNSETTLED Aussie midfielder Paul Okon is back in the 


scheme of things at Serie A side, Lazio. | 


Okon, who is considering a possible loan transfer to 
Belgian club Anderlecht as well as Marconi Fairfield, has 
been on the bench for his club in recent league games. 

Meanwhile Vince Grella continues to get more and more 
playing time for Empoli and looks set to establish himself 
in the side’s first team by the end of this season. 


the countries." 

Leaver said the Asso- 
ciation ‘of European 
Leagues would be lobby- 
ing UEFA to amend its 
statutes and recognise the 
relatively new body as a 
full partner. 


"We believe we should, 


be recognised as a full 
body in UEFA, which 
would require an amend- 
ment to the statutes,” he 
said. 

"It is nearly 18 months 
since five or six of us met 
in London and now there 
are 12 of us, so we feel 
we have made enormous 
progress. 

“Eighteen months ago 
we were 'unpeople’ as far 
as UEFA were concerned 
and now we are on their 
committees.” 

Leaver also dismissed 
suggestions of any dis- 
cord between the Asso- 
ciation and FIFA presi- 
dent Sepp Blatter. 

"Contrary so some re- 

ports I have read, we 
have’ not been snubbed 
y Mr Blatter," said 
Leaver. 
“"We have been invited 
for the first time to meet 
him in Zurich in March 
and we intend to go and 
hear his proposals for the 
future of football.” 


man 


Leeds take 
anti Australian 


Kalac keeping up 
a Dutch treat 


stance 


By: Mike Collett 


LEEDS United will sign 


players from the southern 
hemisphere only if they 
are qualified to play for a 
European country, chair- 
Peter Risdale 
has said. Risdale entered 
club v country debate 
by ‘using Sydney's Harry 
Kewell as an example. 

Another Leeds official, 
Alan, Hill, admitted the 
policy had not gone down 
too well'in Australia. 

"Our stipulation that 
boys coming from Down 
Under should not play for 
Australia hasn't “gone 
down well in Australia as 
you can imagine, but we 


feel we are within our’. 


rights to take this line," 
said Hill, who is director 
of the Leeds Academy for 
younger players. 

Premier League Leeds 
are particularly unhappy 
about Kewell who could 
miss a lot of games 
playing for Australia's 
under-23 squad ahead of 
the 2000 Olympic Games. 

Kewell holds a British 
passport but is ineligible 
to play for a British na- 
tional team as _ he 
has already played for 
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Australia. 

Risdale said Leeds 
would prefer to risk 
missing out on talented 
players rather than lose 
them for chunks of the 
season to international 
commitments outside 
Europe. 

"Ordinarily we will 
only take players from 
the southern hemisphere 
if they make themselves 
more readily available to 
Leeds United by qualify- 
ing for a northern hemi- 
sphere country, thereby 
fitting into the UEFA 
program .. which ac- 
knowledges free week- 
ends when internationals 
are being played," he 
said. 

Risdale's comments 
appeared in the match 
magazine for his club’s 
FA €up fifth round tie 
against Tottenham 
Hotspur. 

Under former manager 
George Graham more 
than half of Leeds’ first 
team was foreign “but 


David O'Leary. has 
tumed much more to 
British youth. 


“While our stance may 
risk that we miss out on 
the occasional talented 


player we cannot risk | 
having a team in which 
several players are miss- 
ing for a large number of 
matches through 
international commit- 
ments on the other side of 
the world," Risdale said. 

Hill shares his chair- 
man's views. 

"We have made a deci- 
sion that any Australian 
kids we bring over must 
decide they are going 
to play for England, Scot- 
land, Northern Ireland or 
Wales and not Australia. 

"I can understand Aus- 
tralia’s objections, but we 
have a lot to offer the 
boys, while the Aussies 
have nothing to offer in 
terms of professional 
contracts," Hill said. 

"That is the way we 
look at it and I am quite 
prepared to discuss the 
matter with the 
Australian authorities. 

"We are making a big 
financial commitment 
which includes the boys' 
educational package, so 
we don't want to find 
ourselves losing them to 
international calls on the 
other side of the 
globe for maybe eight 
weeks every season.” | 
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BLACKTOWN DISTRICT SOCCER FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 


BLACKTOWN CITY (Demons) SC 
Quinn Ave, Seven Hills, 2147 
Ph. (02)-9624-3344. 
Fax. (02) 96743057. 
Hrs: Tues-Friday 10.00-13.00. 


BLACKTOWN CITY 
REFEREES BRANCH 

Sec: 9626-2580 Mob: 0411-035 799e- 
mail: referee@one.net.au 


BLACKTOWN St PATRICK’S 
Aquilina Reserve, Eastern Rd, Doonside 
REG: Ph: 9622-1308 
SEC Ph: 9671-1263, 9671-2044 


DOONSIDE 
e-mail:hawks@hotkey.net.au 
Glendenning Reserve, Richmond Rd, 
Glendenning 
Sec: 9671-1996 Mob: 0419-980 623 


KINGS LANGLEY 
e-mail: blundell@netspace.net.au 
Lynwood Park, Stephen St, Blacktown 
Ph: 9831-7007 Sec: 9624-1031 


MINCHINBURY 
Minchinbury Pk, Minchin Drv, 
Minchinbury 
e-mail: yamaha@tig.com.au 
Club Ph: 9625-2940 Ph: 9675-1675 


SIX SUPER REASONS 
TO SUBSCRIBE 

TO AUSTRALIA’S 
PREMIER SOCCER 
PUBLICATION: 


1. It’s cheaper 


Blacktown District Soccer Football Assoc. Inc. 
www. ozemail.com.au/~bdsfa E-mail:bdsfa@ozemail.com.au 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 253, Doonside, NSW, 2767. Sec: J. Taylor. Ph: (02) 9623-3215. Mob: 0408--406 717 


OAKVILLE 


Colbee Park, Bismarck St. & Old Hawkes- 


bury Rd, McGraths Hill 
Club: (02) 4577-3129 
Sec: (02) 4577-5179 


PLUMPTON/ OAKHURST 
e-Mail: moories@bigpond.com 
Hanna Reserve Hyatts Rd, Oakhurst 
Sec: 0247-334-076 Mob: 015-240 200 


RIVERSTONE/ SCHOFIELDS 
e-mail: bendybus@hotmail.com 
Schofields Park, Station St, Schofields 
See: 9627-3350 


' BLACKTOWN PIONEER 
e-email: torda@msn.com 
Pioneer Park, Chilton Ave, Glendenning 
Ph: 9675-2103 
Sec: 9622-4240 Mob: 0418-978 704 


BLACKTOWN WORKERS 
H. E. Laybutt Sporting Complex,, Reser- 
voir Rd, Blacktown 
Ph: 9831-5774 
Sec: 9607-0435 Mob: 0418-673 518 


EASTERN CREEK 
Morreau Reserve, Church St, Rooty Hill 
Ph: 9625-6860 


LOURDES (Seven Hills ) 
e-mail: jsdlps@ozemail.com.au 
Best Rd Park, Best Rd, Seven Hills 
Sec: 9920-0343 


MT DRUITT SPORTS 
e-mailto:jfield@parracity nsw.gov.au 
Whalan Reserve, Samarai Rd, Whalan 
Ph: 9628-3251 


PARKLEA 
e-mail: psfc@prontomail.com 
Morgan Power Reserve Reserve, Vardys 
Rd, Kings Langley 
Sec: 9838-7313 


PROSPECT 
William Lawson Reserve, Myrtle St, Pros- 


pect 
Club: 9671-7391 
Sec: 9636-7794 Mob: 0408-209 205 


ROOTY HILE R.S.L. 
e-mail:kingpage@ihug.com.au 
Angus Pk, Beames Ave, Rooty Hill 
Ph:9677-0595 
Cawarra Park, Cawarra St, Eastern Creek 
Ph: 9625-2516 Sec: 9675-5419 


BLACKTOWN PREMIER 
Marayong Oval, Davis Rd, Marayong 
Club: 9671-4773 
Sec:-9671-1619 Mob 0413-006 339 


CSL 
C.S.E. Park, 81 South St, Schofields. 
Club: 9627-4435 
Training: Mt Druitt Town Centre, 
Ralph Pl, Mt Druitt 
Pres: Ph: 9671-5097 
Reg: Ph: 9631-8465 


Registration Information 


2. To your door service — no hassles about sell- 


outs 
3. Great savings on our reader offers 


4. You will receive an annual surprise ‘freebie’ 
‘5. You'll never miss a beat, keeping up to date 


GOOD SHEPHERD 
Heber Park, Pringle Rd., Hebersham 
Sec: 9832-2484 


MARAYONG SPORTS 
Harvey Park, Benalla Cres., Marayong 
Sec: 9626-7866 


MT DRUITT TOWN RANGERS 
Popondetta Park , 
Bougainville Rd, Blackkett 
Ph: 9622-8064 


PINAR UNITED 
Grantham High School, Best Rd, 
Seven Hills 
Sec: 9671-6780 Mob: 0411-657 434 


QUAKERS HILL 
Quakers Hill Park, 
Hambledon & Walker rd 
Quakers Hill.Club: 9626-0661 
Sec: 9626-9372 


SEVEN HILLS 
e-mail: sevo@summitstudios.net.au 
Ashley Brown Reserve, Northcott Rd, 
Seven Hills Club: 0412-612 003 
Sec: 9622-6691 


SHALVEY 
Peiter Van Hasselt Park, Koomooloo Cres, 
Shalvey 
Ph: 9628-7021 


with the stories that the others don’t carry 
6. Contribute to our editor's retirement fund! 


Inside Soccer 

Is Australia’s weekly national publication with a 
major remit to cover the Australian domestic 
game and relative issues. 

It is the only weekly Australian publication 
which has a major national coast to coast distri- 
bution. 

It is also Australia’s top selling soccer publica- 
ton. 

Our writers are drawn from the ranks of the 
leading professional journalists as well as enthu- 
siastic amateurs and reader's opinion sand let- 
ters are keenly sought. 

strongly 


52 ISSUES SUBSCRIPTION $125 
26 ISSUES SUBSCRIPTION $70 
10 ISSUES SUBSCRIPTION $36 


a na a nn eae 
Payment should be 
sent to; 
Duntroon Publishing 
Suites 4/5, 
108 Railway Street 
Corrimal 
NSW 2518 


Please make cheques 
payable to Duntroon 
Publishing 
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By Melina Boursinos 


AS EIGHT year old Alex 
Moreira kicked the ball 
around the streets of his 
native homeland Brazil, 
he had only one dream. 

The dream of every 
young boy growing up in 

the country which has 
produced some of the 
| greatest ever football 
| talent. 

Little did he know that 
sixteen years later he 
would trayel half way 

| across the world to 
pursue his dream. 

The gifted striker has a 
| unique story to tell: once 
on a certain road to 
success, his career took a 
sudden unexpected turn 
when he courageously 
decided to face reality 
and make a fresh start. 

The Carlton Soccer 
club was his chosen 
destination and Eddie 
Krncevic was his captain. 

The one person who 
had faith in him and was 
determined to prove that 
this young man had 
something special to offer 
the Australian league. 

“I started playing 
soccer when I was eight 
years old and | 
progressed through the 
Brazilian st division 
where I played for 
Paraisense, Crozero and 
more recently Santa- 
crus,” explains Alex. 

It was at Crozero 
where the budding 18- 
year-old met 
international superstar 


Ronaldo. 
For one year the pair 
played side by side and 


developed a_ strong 
friendship. 
Ironically, not long 


after Ronaldo became a 
football idol while Alex 
struggled to stay afloat in 
the cut throat world of 
Brazilian football, where 
competition is fierce and 
only the fittest survive. 

“In Brazil it is very 
difficult because there are 
too many players and 
they don’t pay a lot in the 
Ist division,” admits 
Moreira. 

Despite his uncertain 
fiiture Alex persevered 
and when the opportunity 
came to play soccer and 
build a new life, he did 
not hesitate, immediately 
accepting the offer. 

“My uncle who lived in 
Australia suggested that I 
come and play soccer 
here,” he says. 

“I played five games 
for the Bentleigh Greens 
in the Victorian Premier 
League and then he 
approached Eddie and 


told him about me. . 

“He liked Brazilian 
players, so he came to see 
me and I signed with 
Carlton.” 

Alex admits that 
leaving your family and 
friends and moving to a 
foreign country is 


extremely difficult, but 
he saw the move as a 
new challenge. 

In true essence of his 
optimistic character, he 
was determined to do 
well. 

“In the beginning it was 
difficult because no one 
spoke to me at training, I 
couldn’t speak English 
and [ had no friends”, he 
recalls. 

As Alex played his first 
couple of games for 
Carlton, he failed to 
make an impact and fans 
were left searching for 
some Brazilian magic. 

However his patience 
paid off and sure enough 
the Moreira goalscoring 
onslaught soon began. 

Win, lose, or draw, 
Alex’s name continues to 
appear on the score sheet 
and he has cemented a 
position in the starting 
eleven, in place of last 
season’s top scorer Andy 
Viahos. 

“Tt was hard to adjust at 
the start, because the 
players didn’t know me 
and they wouldn’t always 


pass the ball,” he says, 

“Slowly I became fitter, 
more positive and my 
confidence grew. 

“I became used to it.” 

It is the ultimate goal of 
most young Australian 
players, to venture 
overseas and make it in 


Nicking off to 


Greece 


By Bruce Campbell 


WOLLONGONG 
Wolves coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos jetted 
out of Australia last week 
to Greece. 

It is the second time 
this season that the 
Wolves coach has spent 
the bye-week there. 

And it has caused a 
storm of controversy with 
the coach of the strug- 
gling Ericsson Cup side 
being lambasted in the 
Mlawarra Mercury, a 
paper which is normally 
pro-Wolves, for his trip 
at a time when crowds for 
.the South Coast ciub are 
dwindling and results are 
inconsistent. 

The Wolves lost to bot- 
tom-placed side Canberra 
Cosmos in their last 
game. 

But Theodorakopoulos 
has held an ambition to 
coach in Greece for some 
time and flew out to dis- 


cuss offers with 
different cluds. 
Although he 
signed an exten- 
sion to his con- 
tract with the 
Wolves a_ few 
months ago he 
has been under 
fire locally for his 
side’s poor results, 
Those results, 
combined with the 
sale of their best 
player, Alvin Cec- 
coli, have seen 
crowds at Brandon 
Park slump to 
under a thousand for 
some games this season. 
“It would seem obvious 
to me that the coach’s 
mind is not on the job,” 
said a Wolves insider. 
“Not only has the team 
played inconsistently but 
players are being played 
out of position and the 
changes are continual. 
“The bad use of Mi- 
chael Brooks: is a case 


point. 

“Yet at the time whea 
Theodorakopoulos 
should be working at 
solving some of the prob- 
lems he swans off over- 
seas, 

“Tt certainly makes you 
wonder what the board 
have between their ears. 

“Everybody else can 
see what is going on ex- 
cept for them.” 


the big time. 

In fact, many choose to 
leave before even playing 
national league soccer. 

Alex on the other hand, 
who came from a nation 
where football is life, is 
genuinely impressed with 
the standard of the game 
in this country. 

“Here the game is a lot 
more powerful,” says the 
Brazilian. 

“It is not football, it is 
soccer, 

“Tt is very technical and 
the players are more 
active both mentally and 
physically”. 

Tt is fair to say that 
Eddie Kmcevic is a man 
who demands to be 
noticed. 

He led Carlton to the 
grand final in their first 
season and is continuing 
to turn heads, developing 
a team which plays a free 
flowing, crowd pleasing 
style of football. 

Alex is Eddie’s number 
one supporter, claiming 
that his constant 
guidance and support is 
the main reason for his 


personal success this 
season. 

“Eddie is the best 
coach I have had in my 
life,” says Moreira. 

“In Brazil, the coaches 
never talk to you. 

“They are always angry 
and they never have time 


Thompson dispute 
not yet settled 


By Paul Millar __ 


ney 
CARLTON’S row with 
cross-state rival 
Gippsland Falcons over 
the transfer of star striker 
Archie Thompson boiled 
over last week when the 
Melbourne side claimed 
he was their man. 

Coach Eddie Krncevic 
said the 21-year-old 
would be in the squad for 
Carlton's away game at 
Northern Spirit last Sun- 
day - a fact denied by 
Gippsland president Fred 
Di Sipio. 

The clubs have agreed 
on a $40,000 transfer fee 
and the way Carlton sees 
it the deal's done. 

"He trained with us on 
Monday and he'll be 
playing on the weekend,” 
Krncevic said on the run- 
up to the game.. 

But Di Sipio said his 
club had not signed any 
telease papers yet and 
Thompson should not 
even be training at Optus 
Oval. 

The sticking point in 


Searching for 
Brazilian Ma 


for you. 

“Eddie is always 
talking to me, he is my 
good friend”. 


The confident striker 
has come a long way ina 
short period of time and 
as he looks ahead, he has 
no doubt that Carlton can 
win the 1998/99 
Championship. 


the deal is a row over on- 
going transfer payments. 
Carlton has agreed that 
the Falcons will be enti- 
tled to 30 per cent of any 
overseas transfer fee but 
Di Sipio said the Mel- 
bourne club has yet to 
agree to any ongoing 
payments for a transfer in 
the domestic league. 
"He's signed a transfer 
yes, but we haven't re- 
leased him and don't in- 
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Fred Di Sipio: his club is sticking to its guns 


gic 


“It won’t be easy but Carlton will win” 


In fact, he has no 
qualms in predicting that 
he will be the club’s top 
goalscorer. 

“I have heard a lot 


about last season’s Grand . 


Final and I am sure we 
can do well and win this 


time,” he adds. 
“I will be top 
goalscorer. It won’t be 


tend to until this is 
resolved and he's doing 
the wrong thing by even 
training there," Di Sipio 
said. 


Thompson _ ironically 
was the catalyst behind 
Gippsland’s unexpected 
win against Carlton the 
previous weekend. 

The forward scored a 
goal in the Falcons 2-] 
victory and New Zealand 
international Sean 


"st 


easy but we can do it”. 
The future looks 


promising the 
Brazilian. _ 

Ask him what he 
hopes to achieve in the 
future and the answer 
which was once difficult 
is now so simple: “I one 
day hope to represent 
Australia”. 


for 


Douglas was shown the 
red card by referee Con 
Diomis for a professional 
foul on Thompson. 

In another twist to the 
feud between the two 
sides Krmncevic said his 
club would be lodging 
a report with Soccer Aus- 
tralia about a lack off 
security at the Gippsland 
ground. 

Kincevic said Marco 
Bresciano was hit on the 
back of his head by flying 
glass after a bottle was 
hurled through a window 


in his team's change 
rooms after the 
Gippsland game. 


Not so argues Di Sipio, 
who said the missile, a 
plastic bottle, that shat- 
tered the window came 
from the Carlton side. 

He said the Carlton 
team, which is battling to 
make the play-offs, had 
been incensed when a 
Falcons supporter had 
blown a trumpet through 
the window and some- 
body hurled a bottle at 
him shattering the glass. 
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by Stuart Jones 


THE world of Christian 
Care is on the up. 

The young Marconi 
midfielder has recently 
starred in the country 
where he strongly desires 
to ply his trade — Italy. 

In game one of the re- 
cent Viaregia tournament 
Chris starred and set up 
the first goal for fellow 
AIS graduate Luke To- 
mich. 

He desires to play 
against the likes of Peru- 
gia and Bari in the more 
senior grades though. 

But this has. been a sea- 
son of learning for Care. 

At the start a new coach 
took charge and brought 
in new players, including 
youngsters who played 
on his side of the field. 

Care looked to be 
struggling to make the 
senior squad. 

However, he kept his 
discontent away from 
prying eyes and instead 
channelled into working 
hard to make the first 
team. 

It was a hard lesson for 
someone who had always 
seen things fall into his 


“My attitude has been 


that I do not want to lose 
my first team position as 
that would be a backward 
step and I have not had 
many of them along the 
way.” he says. 

“Anyway we need to 
play first team football to 
play for the Olyroos. 

“My first aim is the 
World Youth Cup in 
1999 (for which he has 
made the train on squad) 
and then the 2000 Syd- 
ney Olympic team.” 

Care’s hard work was 
rewarded with a return to 
the first team recently 
and he has played very 
well for a lad in only his 
second senior season. 

Even in a struggling 
side he has continually 
put the effort in on the 
park. 

Off the park he main- 
tains a professional im- 
age, and carries himself 
very well, obviously a 
student of the AIS. ; 

“TI was there in the class 
which included Mile 
Sterjovski, Luke Tomich 
and Tynan Scope,” says 


care. 

“The soccer there was 
enjoyable although to be 
honest by the end of it I 
found Canberra itself a 
bit boring and I was get- 


The Ericsson Cup 
champions live at 
Bob Jane Stadium 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


V 


ting a bit home sick.” 

Christian’s Ericsson 
Cup debut when it did 
come, however, was 
smothered by another 
debutant, Nick Carle. 

“T played my first game 
in the opening match of 
last season, at the Sydney 
Football Stadium against 
Sydney Olympic,” Care 
recalls. 

“Nick scored the win- 
ner in the 90th minute. 

“It was not the best of 
starts for me in the NSL. 

“IT was really nervous 
before the match and the 
end was obviously a dis- 
appointment. 

“That first season I had 
to learn how to get time 
with the ball, the pace is 
much quicker at that 
level. 

“However, I became 
more and more comfort- 
able with it although 
even now I continue to 
learn on the park, as you 
always do.” 

Zoran Matic instilled a 
lot of confidence in Care 
and the other youngsters 
at Marconi by playing 
them. 

Current Marconi man- 
ager Frank Farina has 
been forced to use a lot 
more of the youngsters 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD 


sunday 21 February 
KICK OFF 6:00pm 


south Melbourne 


is sponsored by 
VIVIENNE’S COLLECTIONS 
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this season and it has not 
been as successful. 

But Care has been 
lucky in that he has had a 
team of old heads around 
him to learn from. 

Along the way he has 
also had some great 
coaches to help him pre- 
pare for the top flight: 
“The NSL is a huge step 
up, there is much more 
responsibility and pres- 
sure on all the players. 

“My father has always 
been a great help and 
even today he gives me 
coaching tips. 

“Lee Sterrey (the for- 
mer youth coach and 
number two at Marconi, 
now Breakers coach) 
taught me ‘a lot inside 
Marconi about my play, 
he always gave me advice 
that I could utilise and it 
helped me keep my ca- 
reer on the right tracks.” 

Midfield is where Care 
plys his trade — he always 
has and expects he al- 
ways will (although he 
admits to dreams of an- 
other spot). 

As a youngster at Liv- 
erpool City and Rangers, 
playing at Parramatta 
Melita, Sydney United 
(reserve grade), and Mar- 
coni he played in the 


Holding on 
to a dream 


middle of the park. 

“My main assets in that 
position are my passing 
and my fitness,” he says. 

“T am also not averse to 
coming forward, in fact I 
find that really enjoyable. 

“However if I was 
given a chance up front I 
would take it with both 
hands. 

“T love to be involved 
in flowing, attacking 
movements. 

“T have played all my 
career in midfield so I 
expect that is where I will 
always play though.” 

Perhaps Westfields 
Sports High would reflect 
on the fact that this 
young former pupil actu- 
ally stayed in Australia to 
play his early football, to 
give enjoyment to the 
fans who actually fund 
that school in part, rather 
than going off overseas 
straight away. 

Or perhaps Leeds 
United were a bit too 
boring for Christian Care 
-. Whatever the reason 
he stayed here and con- 
tinues his love of foot- 
ball. 

“I have heaps of jer- 
seys, videos, books and 
other football gear,” says 
this passionate Marconi 


Dae 
youngster. 

“Every time I go over- 
seas I come back with a 
heap more football para- 
phernalia, 

“T am a big AC Milan 
fan and love to watch 
them play. 

“T don’t see football as 
work, although it is a lot 
tougher than it was when 
I first started. 

“Tam lucky I work at 
something I love, not all 
of us have that opportu- 


But there is a down 
side to football for 
youngsters though. 

“You need to dedicate 
yourself fully to the 
game. 

“There is no partying 
or drinking to be had, or 
going out with your 
friends on Friday night. 

“Tn the end the realisa- 
tion of my dreams is 
bigger than all that any- 


way.” 

Christian Care contin- 
ues in his quest for Aus- 
tralian representation and 
has achieved it at youth 
level so far. 

He yearns to one day 
play in Europe and also 
play for the Australian 
side. 

He has always been a 
good ambassador for 
Marconi, including three 
youth trips to Italy. 

Christian Care may 
dream of the clouds but 
he is not suffering from 
false dawns. 

It is no surprise that he 
has down well in Italy 
this time, to his credit he 
has held on to a dream 
that so many have told 
him is not likely. 

That self belief alone 
means one day number 
seven in a Serie A club 
might just by C. Care 
(Australia). 


No complacency 


in Brisbane 


By Wayne Heming 


BRISBANE Strikers finals 
surge is being built on re- 
serves of character which have 
even surprised coach John 
Kosmina. 

"A lot of people have been 
surprised at how we've gone 
of late," said Kosmina in a 
backhanded dig at critics of 
the team after it lost several 
early games to late goals. 

"I said when I came here 
this was a team with potential. 

"But they've shown even 
more character than even I 
thought they had. 

"I knew they had the poten- 
tial and the spirit to succeed 
and it's pleasing they are now 
getting some joy now after 
copping a bit (of criticism) in 
the first half of the season.” 

The Strikers finals claims 
were questioned after they lost 
games to South Melbourne, 
Perth, Melbourne and Ade- 
laide City giving up goals in 
the final minutes of matches. 

"The guys have learnt if you 
can stick together and keep 
fighting, things do get better,” 
says Kosmina. 

"They now believe in them- 
selves both as individuals and 
as a team.” 

Brisbane have a golden op- 
portunity during the next 
month to cement a finals 
spot - it plays consecutive 
home games against {5th 
placed Melboume Knights 
and 11th placed Wollongong. 
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es 


Kosmina admitted it was 


"pie in the sky” stuff to expect = 


to get a perfect 12 points from? 
its next four games and even 
nine points could be out of 
reach. 

"Seven points would be 
great,” he says. ¥ 

“We've done the hard work, 
now we have to finish it off.” 

The Strikers are on a roll 
following last ‘week's 5-1 
thrashing of. Northern Spirit, 
camped just a point out of the 
top six. 

Kosmina's fortunes appear 
to have tumed full circle with 
several quality players includ- 
ing veteran Andy Harper and 
young Chey Hews back from 


Veteran Brisbane forward Andy Harper is b: 


te 


ack from injury 


injury, striker Stuart McLaren 
tetuming from suspension 
and danger-man Sean Cran- 
ney “not far away" from a 
comeback, 

Players are queueing up to 
return when the team is firing 
but Kosmina is happy enough 
to have such a pleasant di- 
lemma. 

"I've got to make some 
tough decisions but I'd prefer 
it that way," says Kosmina 
adding that there would no 
inkling of complacency with 
his side. 

"We were treating our game 
against Perth like it was a 
World Cup final and compla- 
cency won't be an issue." 


SUPER ALLY 


THE WAVE of migration 
in the 1960s brought 
thousand of new hopefuls 
to Australia, many of 
them forgetting about the 
traditions of their home- 
land to steer a passage 
towards a better life for 
their children. 

How ironic, then, that 
many of those footballing 
kids follow the trail back 
to their homeland roots, 
almost sucked by an in- 
controllable magnetic- 
like force. 

Perth Glory’s new re- 
cruit, international striker 
Alistair Edwards, is one 
such player. 

Just hours after the man 
they call Supper Ally had 
put pen to a Perth con- 
tract ten days I spent a 
pleasant hour or so chat- 
ting about his career. 

Ask him the highlight 
and those Celtic Roots 


PERTH GLORY has a new 


hero; Alistair Edwards 


came ‘home’ last weekend 


to play his first game at 


Perth Ovalk since signing 


for the western 
revelations. 
Now the Shed has their 
own SUPER ALLY ....... 


BY BRUCE CAMPBELL 


are betrayed instantly. his retirement. Like Sydney United 1 on the job, at least as 
“Signing for Glasgow “No, I came back to coach Davie Mitchell. the soccer paying public 
Rangers,“ he shot back. play football,” he “T am really pleased for are concerned, was an 


“For me that was the 
greatest, even though I 
never made the first team 
it was just great. 

“T was there when the 
revolution was going on 


laughed. 

“] was all set to play in 
China but when my wife 
Gracie got pregnant there 
was no thought other 
than to come home. 


Davie that he is doing so 
well,” says the striker 
whose career path has 
crossed more than once 
with Mitchell's. 

“We were part of the 


away trip to Adelaide 
Sharks. 

A debut goal and an 
Inside Soccer Man of the 
Match award are proof 
that this was certainly a 


at Ibrox and Graeme “I had tried to sign up exchange deal that took day of business. 
Souness was bringing in with Glory a couple of him to Selangor and me Now the man with his 
all of the great stars.” years ago but they could- to Millwall and we have Celtic Roots firmly in the 


That Edwards was there 
with the ‘other’ Super 
Ally isn’t lost on him 
either. 

“Ally McCoist is a leg- 
end, it was a great time 
for me. 

“My parents lived in 
Fort William before they 
migrated to South Aus- 
tralia and then when I 
was seven we all moved 
to Perth. 

“So I was ‘made’ in 
Scotland, born in 
Whyalla and brought up 
in Perth!“ 

Made in Scotland, in- 
deed — and Alistair Ed- 
wards possesses all of the 
razor sharp wit and con- 
.versational gift that his 
Gaelic forebears are re- 
nowned for. 

I somehow suspect that 
Mr Edwards senior was 
just that wee bit proud 
too when his son signed 
on the dotted: line at 
Tbrox, one of the shrines 
of modem football. 


n’t afford that kind of 
wages then. 

“At that time nobody 
expected the 15,000+ 
crowds so it was all a bit 
up in the air.” 

And it seems that Glory 
have burst their own 
budget to land signing 
number 23 of the 98/99 
season in a_ last-ditch 
attempt to secure a Top 
Six spot. 

Edwards had been ex- 
pected to continue his 
career in Sydney but is 
happy with the move. 

“No, J was asked to 
come down to the club in 
the morning, had a chat 
and signed almost 
straight away,” he says. 

“Thy have gone beyond 
their budget with me but 
that is a sign of the club’s 
commitment to make it to 
the finals. 

“Glory are a very ambi- 
tious club and I am very 
impressed with every- 
thing I have seen.” 


been good friends for a 
long time,” adds Ally. 

“As a guy he is one of 
the best and he is a 
great coach also. 

“[ thought that I 
would end up at Syd- 
ney United with him 
but the club’s financial 
situation hasn't made 
that possible, 

“But I am in Perth to 
be part of the first team 
set-up. 

“Glory aren’t spend- 
ing that kind of money 
to keep me on the 
bench. 

“However, they have 
a big squad and there 
are some very capable 
forwards here. 

“Vas Kalogeracos, 
Bobby Despotovski, 
John Markovski and 
Con Boutsianis are all 
good players. 

“But a run of suspen- 
sions, injuries and loss 
of form have all com- 
bined to make the club 


beautiful west highland 

town of Fort William is 

set to help his team scale 
its own Ben Nevis — an 
historic first-ever Top Six 
spot. 


But now Alistair Ed- | Edwards can talk inces- _ bring. in another striker. 
wards is back home in  santly about football and “And I’m here to do — 
Perth, although at 31 he speaks glowingly of some that job.” 
isn’t ready to talk about of his pals in the game. For Super Ally, Day " 


Kaiser confident of northern future 


ACCORDING to the Northern NSW Soccer Federation man- tional High Performance Programme Review. 


conditioning. 


ager of coaching and development, Ken Kaiser, the state of 
youth club soccer in the north of the state is very healthy indeed. 

Kaiser, one of the nation’s most respected footballing authori- 
ties told Inside Soccer that his job is becoming easier - and 
harder. 


The Review was held in Sydney earlier this month. 

Kaiser then reported the results of the review to Northern 
NSW Soccer Federation representative coaches and managers. 

“I am convinced that our Northern NSW programmes are pro- 
gressing in a positive manner, and that has been supported by 
Raul Blanco, the Olyroo coach.“ 

The High Performance programme seeks to identify talented 
youngsters in the 14, 15, and 16 age groups. 

Those youngsters are then brought together several times each 


“What we're actually doing is giving these young people a 
view to a career path. 

“We're practically employment officers.“ 

Kaiser mentioned.a dozen of today’s soccer stars without 
thinking; players who had been through the programme and 
gone on to a career playing soccer. 

He believes there are many more to come. 

“Overseas clubs are paying very close attention to what we are 
doing,“ Kaiser admitted. 


“It's becoming easier to locate and identify young footballers 
who have a future in the game, because the structure of our sys- 
tems to identify those kids is far superior to what we have used 
previously,“ Kaiser explained. 


“It's becoming harder, because we are identifying so many year for weekly camps. “The opportunities for talented Australian youngsters are bet- 
kids with talent, that the level of quality needed now to be re- “Tt's a lot more than learning to kick a ball around,“ Kaiser ter than they have ever been before. 
garded as outstanding, is constantly being raised.” ; explained. “Soccer now truly represents an outstanding career path for 


Ken Kaiser has recently returned from Soccer Australia's Na- “We talk about all aspects of the game, including fitness and the local players who want to take the step.“ 


Inside Soccer PAGE 11 


AUSTRALIA'S BEST SELLING SOCCER PUBLICATION 


By Derek Royal 


SYDNEY United sharp- 
shooter Abbas Saad is 
due to return to first team 
action in a month’s time. 

The former - Socceroo, 
who suffered an horrific 
knee injury in a pre- 
season trial eight months 
ago, was to make an ap- 
pearance for. the club’s 
youth team against Syd- 
ney Olympic at Belmore 
Sports Ground last Sun- 
day. 

“[’'m about a month 
away from first grade,” 
Saad told Inside Soccer. 

“LIL probably play the 
next three or four games 
in the second team to get 
my confidence and 
strength back and then 
hopefully I’ll be ready for 
first team selection 
| again.” 

Saad copped a nasty 
knock in Wollongong but 
with the worst of the re- 


habilitation phase behind 
him, the 31 year-old says 
he’s just taking things 
easy and not pushing 
himself. 

“The more I play and 
the more I run on it the 
stronger I’m going to 
be,” he said. 

“The operation was 
successful, all the physio 
has been done so now it’s 
up to me to put in the 
effort.” 

Since returning to Aus- 
tralia in 1996 after a spar- 
kling seven year career in 
Asia, Saad hasn’t had too 
much to smile about. 

He joined Sydney 
Olympic in 1996-97 but 
was continually hamm- 
pered by niggling injuries 
in what can best be de- 
scribed as a frustrating 
year. 

Saad then signed for 
Sydney United and en- 
joyed a successful season 
under player-coach David 


Inside Soccer’s TRIVIA MOMENTS 
Sponsored by SOCCERLINE 


WHO captained Australia’s soccer 
team at the. 1956 Australian 
Olympics. 


ANSWER: see Ram Scoreboard, p30. 


Mitchell. 

In fact, Saad and 
Mitchell formed a potent 
combination at the sharp- 
end of the Sydney United 
attack until ‘Mitch’ sue- 
cumbed to injury early in 
the season. 

Saad finished the sea- 
son on 11 goals, a tally 
that assisted United’s 
charge for the semi- 
finals. 

“Yeah, I was playing 
alongside Mitch at the 
start of last season, then 
he got injured and I 
ended up playing along- 
side some of the young 
boys,” said Saad. 

One of those young 
boys happened to be 19 
year-old sensation Mile 
Sterjovski, whose 13 
goals so far this season 
have helped keep Sydney 
United in second place 
on the Ericsson Cup lad- 
der. 

Sterjovski’s form and 
his combination with 
fellow teenager Joel Grif- 
fiths. has been a revela- 
tion and while their pres- 
ence makes life difficult 
for Saad’s return, he’s 
too experienced: to be 
worried by a little compe- 
tition. 

“The young guys are 


excellent, superb,” he 
says. “Young Mile and 
Joel are doing an excel- 
lent job.” 

Such an attitude to- 
wards his young team- 
mates demonstrates why 
United has been so suc- 
cessful in the past two 
years. 

For while the club re- 
mains in dire straits off 
the field, the team’s on- 
field dedication is inspir- 
ing. Team harmony is the 
secret,” says Saad. 

“There are no super- 
stars at United. We’ve 
got good players but 
they’ve all got good 
heads - all the top play- 
ers. 

“We play for each other 
and that’s very important 
if you’re going to win a 
championship. 

“Obviously we're all 
losing money. I mean, 
it’s not just one player. 

“We're all playing for 
our futures not just the 
money. 

“They love the game 
too much for them to put 
their head down and not 
give a damn, you know.” 

Saad would have been 
interested to note that 
Sterjovski and Griffiths 
were recently named in a 


Saad returns 
for United. 


29-man Australian under 
20 squad for the World 
Youth Championships in 
Nigeria. 

The squad will be whit- 
tied down to a final roster 
of 18 players after a train- 
ing camp at Parklea at the 


Abbas Saad: fighting his way b 


end of this month and 
then the team will leave 
for Europe on March 10 
to prepare for Nigeria. 
Should the Sydney 
United tyros earn selec- 
tion, and defender Mi- 
chael Santalab is also in 


ack to fitness just in time for Sydney United 


ce 


the squad, then Abbas 
Saad’s anticipated return 
will virtually be right on 
schedule. 

And as he’s shown in 
the past, Saad is not one 
to pass up an opportu- 
nity. 


ZENITH FOOTBALL 
WANAGEMENT 


The leaders in football management and marketing. 


* Contract negotiation 
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* Sponsorship 
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Coach with the 


Midas touch 


BY David Arnold 


FOR someone who has 
climbed to the very top at 
a young age, Angie Pos- 
tecoglou is remarkably 
level-headed. 

Success tends to spoil 
people when they arrive 
at Nazareth, but an injury 
that ended his playing 
career has put success 
firmly in perspective. 

Postecoglou has turned 
the old adage "It's harder 
to stay at the top than get 
there" on it's head. 

South Melbourne rest 
comfortably at the top of 
the NSL ladder, and the 
observer should be for- 
given for thinking South 
are watching contenders 
fall by the wayside with a 
knowing smile on their 
faces. 

Despite a significant 
injury list, with Con Blat- 
sis and David Clarkson 
missing significant por- 
tions of the season, with 
Tansel Baser and Billy- 


Damianos joining the jet” 


set in Europe and with 
the added stress of being 
defending _ champions, 
South are playing as if 
the NSL were little more 
but a pickup game at Port 
Melbourne beach. 

The expected challenge 
from the big Sydney 


clubs and Carlton has 
failed to materialise and 
even Postecoglou seems 
baffled at the breadth of 
this season's league. 


"There are six-eight 
teams that could win the 
championship, it's cer- 


tainly not like last year 
where only two-three 
were going to win it,” he 
says. 

Just when overconfi- 
dence was beginning to 
settle in, a rocky period 
over the Australia Day 
period and defeat in Wol- 
longong has re-focused 
attitude and desire. 

The win against Mel- 
bourne Knights “a week 
ago got the bandwagon 
back on track. Posteco- 
glou himself is coy on his 
future aspirations. 

The desire for the Soc- 
ceroo's job is undoubt- 
eduly there, but as he 
says: "I need to get more 
experience behind me at 
club level before thinking 
about moving on.” 

No official approaches 
have been forthcoming 
from Driver Avenue, not 
even to assist under-age 
teams - something of a 
surprise, given Posteco- 
glou’s excellent work 
with younger players. 

He rates his younger 
players such as Adrian 


Cuzzupe and Mustafa 
Mustafa, both VIS gradu- 
ates who have come in 
and played senior soccer 
this season. 

A learming experience 
which will undoubtedly 
see them progress further 
next season. 

Postecogiou's contract 
expires in the winter but 
one senses he will remain 


at South. 

Happy and content with 
his lot so far, he used the 
Grand Final win as a 
springboard to implement 
changes at his beloved 
South Melbourne. 

"I wasn't happy with 
the mentality of the 
place,” he admitted. 

“I'm a great one for 
stability which just wasn't 


4, 


here when I arrived.” 

From a_ southerner's 
viewpoint, it would ap- 
pear coaching a Sydney 
team is a prerequisite for 
the national job. 

From South Mel- 
bourne's viewpoint, they 
don't want to lose him, 

But from the top, where 
else can the Man with the 
Midas touch go? 


Ange Postecoglou: South Melbourne coach with the Midas touch 


Carlton under the 


Journo sues 
Carlton fan mag 


LEADING journalist 
Peter Desira is taking 
legal action against an 
Ericsson Cup club 
fanzine, My Blue Heaven, 
which he says defamed 
him. 

Desira, who is the lead- 
ing soccer writer for Mel- 
bourne’s Herald-Sun 
newspaper, says that he 


was defamed in the Feb- 
tuary issue of the fanzine 


which is devoted to 
Carlton Soccer Club. 
The fanzine has no offi- 


cial.connection with the 
club. 

Desira says that he has 
received an apology from 
Carlton but is still seek- 
ing legal satisfaction. 


Not Stallions Yet 


MARCONI-Fairfield has not yet completed the sign- 
ing of Socceroos Robbie Hooker and Matthew Bin- 


gley. 


Both players have spent some time trialing with the 
West Sydney club and have been offered short-term 


contracts. 


Kee 
wal 


CANBERRA Cosmos 
18-year-old reserve 
goalkeeper Grant Bar- 
low has walked out on 
the club after failing to 
cement a regular place 
in the struggling side’s 
first team. 

The AIS graduate had 
talks with coach Tom 
Sermanni before pack- 
ing his bags. 

Barlow, who has had 
two appearances in the 
Ericsson Cup this sea- 
son, has not been at 
training all: week and 


the club has re-signed 
Tony Giannasca as back- 
up to first choice Vilson 
Knezevic. With first team 
soccer a pre-requisite for 
the World Youth Cup 
Barlow was distraught at 
being left out of the 25- 
man squad announced by 
national youth coach Les 
Scheinflug. 

Barlow has asked for 
time off to reconsider his 
future and has indicated 
he may retire from top 
class soccer because of 
the lack of opportunities. 


the soccer connection 


hammer 


By Bruce Campbell 


SOCCER Australia has con- 
firmed that the buy-out of the 
Carlton Soccer Club will cost 
the new owners a half million 
dollars — $250,000 as a fran- 
chise fee and the other quarter 
of a million in the form of a 
bank guarantee. 

SA is treating the new con- 
sortium as a new club and is 
exercising its right to charge 
an admission fee, 

It is believed that this has 
heald up the official sale of 
the club which was expected 
to be publicly announced as 
Inside Soccer went to print. 

The four-man syndicate is 
headed up by AFL player- 
agent Peter Jess and includes 
current club general manager 
Lou Sticca, sports manager 
Nick Bideau and businessman 


Gary Cocks. 

“The sale was due t happen 
on Monday (yesterday),” a 
source confirmed to Inside 
Soccer. 

“However it is likely that the 
details won‘t be announced 
until later this week. 

“I believe that the buying 
price for Carlton is $1.5mil- 
lion and then there is the 
money due to Soccer Australia 
also. 

“But even at that it is still a 
cheap deal considering that 
Carlton ade the rand Final in 
its first year. 

“Thy have also sold two 
players overseas so the AFL 
club has done exceptionally 
well out of its short stint in 
soccer,” 

But falling crowds have 
severely affected Carlton's 
ability to maintain its competi- 


CASSERLY BACK 


SOCCEROO Luke Casserly has retumed from a trial 
with Dutch club NAC Breda after snow forced the 
cancellation of two trial games. 

The former Marconi player, however, did enough 
in his short stint there to impress. officials at the club 
where coach Graham Amoid made a big hame for 
himself and is expected back for further trials after 
Northern Spirit finishes its current Ericsson Cup cam- 


paign. 


Casserly is rated in the $400,000 class which would. 
represent a handy return for the player who moved 
across Sydney from Bossley Park at the beginning of 


this season. 
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tiveness, fuelling the desire of 
the ALF club to sell its soccer 
interests. 

Now it seems almost certain 
that Carlton will move to 
Olympic Park, considered the 
best soccer ground in Mel- 
bourne. 

But it is believed that an- 
other Melbourne bid will also 
be lodged at Soccer Australia 
within the next few weeks 
with several rival consortiums 
trying to match the huge suc- 
cesses being enjoyed in Syd- 
ney and Perth by new clubs. 

Ironically, Carlton has 
brought a new wave of profes- 
sionalism to the league and 
enjoyed instant success on the 
park which could only be 
dreamed about at Northern 
Spirit and Perth Glory. 

Yet wile those two clubs 
have re-written the record 
books for crowd attendances 
in Australian soccer, Carlton 
has been shunned by the soc- 
cer public. 

The club was launched in a 
blaze of hype and publicity 
attracting big names like Jack 
Reilly to its administration. 

Since then Reilly, Austra- 
lia’s 1974 World Cup goal- 
keeper, has left the club. 

Despite statements that the 
club will continue this season 
at Optus Oval there is the like- 
lihood that it will shift in 
April for the last couple of 
rounds and, should the Blues 
qualify, play its finals matches 
at Olympic Park. 
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Bugsy’s View 


with Marconi skipper Brad Maloney 


LAST Saturday's game 
against Canberra Cosmos 
was billed as a "must 
win" match for us. 

Win we did, and thank- 
fully we have now man- 
aged to get the monkey 
off our backs. d 

That victory ended a 
horrifying run of five 
consecutive defeats, and 
although that was 
brought on partly by a 
huge injury toll, every- 
body at Marconi is glad 
that we are finally back 
on the winning trail. 

The return of Ante 
Covic in goal and Bren- 
dan Renaud down the 
flank gave us a boost, and 
although Canberra made 
it very difficult for. us, I 
was always confident that 
we would take out the 
three points. 

We went into the game 
against the Cosmos with 
the attitude that this was 
the first step in our jour- 
ney back into the Top Six 
and, as I said in last 
week's column, I firmly 
believe that it is only a 
matter of time before we 
are up there with the 
leaders. 

I don't think anybody 
can confidently predict 
exactly who will be 
among the Top Six at the 
end of the season given 
the volatility of the 
league over recent weeks. 


At the beginning of 
December it looked as if 
it was going to be a two 
horse race between Mar- 
coni and Perth Glory for 
the number one spot, and 
both Sydney United and 
Northern Spirit were out- 
side the Top Six. 

A lot has happened 
since then with both 


Perth and Marconi losing 
ground and Northern 
Spirit and Sydney United 
having embarked on a 
run of good results which 
puts them both firmly in 
contention for the play 
offs. 

There are still 10 games 
to go however, and any- 
thing can happen. 

As I said in last week's 
column, Marconi are for- 
tunate to have six of the 
remaining games at 


home, and I'm sure that 
we will finish the season 
with a bang. 

Our injury troubles are 
starting to ease, and once 
we are able to field a set- 
tled side, then I'm confi- 
dent that our results will 
match those of our early 
league form when we 
managed to put together a 


run of eight games with- 
out defeat. 

There are 30 points still 
up for grabs, and we aim 
to get more than our fair 
share of them. 


OUR injury problems 
have been well docu- 
mented and I don't want 
to harp on about them, 
but one of the positives 
to emerge from it, is the 
number of youngsters 
who have came in to the 


first team and gained 
valuable experience. 

Seven of our youth 
squad what performed so 
well recently in the Vi- 
areggio Youth tourma- 
ment in Italy have now 
know what it’s like to 
step up from youth 
league to Ericsson Cup 
football, and they will be 
better players for that, 

Our youth side per- 
formed brilliantly in Vi- 
areggio where they were 
drawn in the same group 
as Bari and Perugia from 
Ttaly and Pumas from 
Mexico. 

A 2-2 draw against 
Perugia and a 1-0 victory 
over Pumas saw them 
advance to the next round 
where they were unlucky 
to be defeated 2-1 by 
Croatian side, Varteks. 

The Marconi boys sur- 
prised a lot of the world's 
media with their perform- 
ances, and the feedback 
has been immense. 

When you consider that 
they were on the same 
stage as clubs like AC 
Milan, Inter Milan, 
Bayern Munich and Ju- 
ventus, then their 
achievement can be truly 
classed as outstanding, 
and shows that Marconi's 
youth policy is starting to 
bear fruit, 

The future at Bossley 
Park is looking good. 


By Derek Royal 


THE sooner Northem 
Spirit’s Kresimir Marusic 
is available to play for 
| Australia - the better. 

So says his club coach 
Graham Arnold, who has 
marvelled at the brilliant 
midfielder’s form since 
the season began four 
months ago. 

“He’s one of the rare 
players in Australia who 
can open a game up,” 
Amold told Inside Soc- 
cer. “He’s done it consis- 
tently and if you can 
manage him and handle 
him in the right way, he’s 
great value.” 

Before signing the for- 
mer Melbourme Knights, 
Sydney United and 
Carlton maestro, Arnold 
hadn’t seen too much of 
Marusic and surprisingly, 
| he received a lot of nega- 

tive comments about the 
| Croatian. 

“I was told he wouldn’t 
| give me anything defen- 
| sively and that his work- 
rate was non-existent,” 
said the Spirit coach. 

“But his work-rate for 
me has been very high. 

“I don’t expect him to 
go in for tackles, but all I 
ask from him is to make 
the opposition release the 


“And he’s doing that.” 

Sydney Olympic coach 
Branko Culina is also a 
big fan of Marusic, a 
player he believes is a 
class above anyone else 
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Socceroo Marusic 


Coaches ask for brilliant 


in the national league. 

“He’s a very, very skil- 
ful player who creates 
something out of nothing 
more than anyone else in 
the game,” said Culina, 
who coached Marusic at 
Sydney United in 1996- 
97. 


“He’s also got a phe- 
nomenal work-rate and 
he’s getting to the stage 
where he’s a mature, ex- 
perienced player.” 

Culina compares Maru- 


midtielder'’s 


sic to South Melbourne’s 
mercurial skipper Paul 
Trimboli but concedes 
that even Trimmer’s 
doesn’t possess the sheer 
brilliance of the Northern 
Spirit midfielder. 

“Trimboli is a fine 
player but Marusic has 
the ability to do some- 
thing spectacular more 
often,” he says. 

Amold and Culina 
agreed that Marusic’s 
ability to score goals is 


call-up 


an added bonus, espe- 
cially given Northern 
Spirit’s vulnerability in 
front of goal. 

“T think he’s scored six 
goals for us now and for 
a guy who’s not noted 
that highly for goal- 
scoring, he’s got us some 
valuable points so far this 
year,” said Arnold. 

Culina added: “He can 
score some superb goals 


and it would be great for | 


Australian soccer if he 
was to be naturalised.” 

As a player, Marusic is 
renowned for being the 
consummate profes- 
sional, a man who looks 
after himself and trains 
hard. 

“He also has a winners’ 
mentality,” says Arnold. 

“He hates to lose any 
game.” 

Such virtues have 
tubbed off onto the 
youngsters at Spirit, so 
perhaps the same levels 
of excellence would 
come in handy at Soc- 
ceroo level. 

Culina said that if he 
was Socceroo coach, Ma- 
tusic would be one of the 
first players selected, 
while Arnold simply 
added: “The sooner he 
can get his citizenship, 
the better for Australian 


Inside Soccer cadet Luke 
Bear talks to Northern 


Spirit’s Phil Moss 


Phil, Northern Spirit has 


cess in its initial season in the Er- 
icsson Cup, what do you consider to 
be the reason for this success? 

Marketing and Promotion, that’s the 
main reason. But there is also a big 
cross section of nationalities at our 
games. That is what Spirit is all about 
and it is a big influence on our suc- 


cess. 


Your fanatical supporters must be a 
great benefit to the team; especially 
the support in the Bob Stand. 

Yes, when you walk on the field and 
take a look around the stands and at 
the Bob Stand it makes you feel ten 


feet tall. 


I can also say that it has helped to 
pull us through in some very tight 


games this season. 


How did you find the step up from 
Super League to NSL fitness-wise? 
The sharpness and (general) fitness is 


been a suc- 


a little higher in the NSL but of course 
training every day helps. 

Do you think that the flat and smooth 
ground at North Sydney Oval is a very 
big advantage? 

Yes, definitely. If you look at players 
like Kresimir Marusic, Graham Amold, 
Robbie Slater and Clayton Zane they 
are all suited to that kind of field and 


are all ball players. 


How did you come to get noticed by 
Arnie and be selected in the team? 

Well after spending eight years at 
Manly Warringah, one year at central 
Coast and last year with Eastern Sub- 
urbs Ian Gray recommended me to Gra- 


ham Amold. Amie came to watch one 


of my games and I got signed. Since 
then I have started every game except 


the season opener against Sydney 


Olympic. 


Phil Moss, thanks for your time. 
No problem! 


TRANSFER UPDATE 


ADELAIDE CITY has 
signed New Zealand in- 
ternational midfielder 
Mark Foy. 

The 25-year-old has 
joined the Zebras after a 
six month spell with Irish 
club Bohemians. 

Last season Foy played 


at Gippsland Falcons. 

And former Stallion 
Matthew Bingley com- 
pleted a move to Syd- 
ney Ericsson Cup club 
Northern Spirit late last 
week. 

Bingley’s personal 
terms are believed to be 


worth $140,000 a year 
making him one of the 
top paid players in the 
Ericsson Cup. 

And Gippsland Falcons 
are believed to be on the 
verge of signing former 
Glasgow Rangers mid- 
fielder Sandy Robertson. 


Inside Soccer’s TRIVIA MOMENTS 
Sponsored by SOCCERLINE 


WHO scored the first ever goal in the National Soccer 


League? 


ANSWER: see Ram Scoreboard, p30. 


Perth boss wants 
fear at home = 
while Jonesy is in 
the doldrums 


By Scott Coghlan and 
Stuart Bell 


WITH that a much- 
needed win against Ade- 
laide Sharks under its 
belt and the hunger for 
goals back, Perth is reju- 
venated and ready to send 
out a warning to other 
play-off rivals. 

After five weeks with- 
out a national soccer 
league victory, the Glory 
bounced back to form 
in emphatic style last 
week with that 3-1 win at 
Adelaide Sharks. 

Perth have also been 
bolstered by the return of 


goalkeeper Danny 
Milosevic from injury 
and captain Gareth 


Neven from suspension. 
Perth was virtually 
untouchable at home 
early in the season as it 
fed off the support of 
huge crowds at Perth 
Oval, but in recent weeks 
it has dropped home 
games against Wollon- 
gong, Adelaide City and 


Newcastle. 


Stange has said he 
wanted opposition teams 
to fear trips to Perth once 


again. 
"It was that teams were 


afraid to come to Perth 
Oval, but after three 
losses I think they feel 
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more comfortable here," 
he said. 

"It was a big, big mis- 
take to give the other 
teams the opportunity to 
win here. 

"It was unnecessary - 
there was no teamwork, 
no discipline and it was 
like we were another 
team. 

"We need players. to 
run and fight for 90 min- 
utes, especially at Perth 
Oval." 

Experienced _ striker 
Alistair Edwards has 
added much needed ag- 
gression in attack since 
his first game for the 
club against Sharks. 

And news from Perth 
indicates that striker 
John Markovski could 
be on the way out. 


“The 
happy with his attitude,” 
Inside Soccer iwas told. 


coach is not 


“Perth expected big 
things from John and, 
after a brilliant start, he 
has tailed off. 

“Tt isn’t any big secret 
that he is amongst the 
best paid players in the 
Ericsson Cup but coach 
Stange doesn’t believe 
that he has given his best 
recently.” 

On his day Markovksi 
is brilliant and possibly 


the most dangerous 
striker in the Ericsson 
Cup. 


But with a salary pack- 
age believed to be in the 
region of $120,000 his 
commitment to the game 
is now being called into 
question. 


Boots’n’Balls 


CY 
get skein ab 2 ee I,2 The Soccer Place ... 
BBOT & SOCK GARTERS WT =, 1S - for everything soccer ... 


ABOUT SPORTS GRIPS: aes 5 9 
Sports Grips are an Australian made product, manufactured from neoprene rubber and WE ARE the club specialists in Sydney’s west. 
We offer service, free delivery and club prices 


velcro gripping. Fitted firmly around the sporting boot/shoe Sports Grips prevents laces 
from moving and holds socks firmly up. Sports Grips also hold protective clothing firm to 
©.g. 
Mitre Skill Training Ball $16.15 | 


the body (e.g. shin guards). 
Mitre Tempo Training Ball $16.65 
Ram Cormo Training Ball $17.45 


In the past insulation tape was used to hold laces firmly to the sporting shoe. Although 
effective, tape was messy and when discarded also delivered an environmental problem 
with scores of tape littering our parks and sporting fields. 

Sports Grips are the answer. ; 


Sports Grips are: 


ALL YOUR CLUB NEEDS ..... From BALLS, 
SOCKS, NETS, LINEMARKING LIQUID etc. 


Confortable NAV, 
Washable 
Re-usable » 4 


i ally Fri é : 
ProadipAmbdiian meses a ae to PHOTOS to TROPHIES. 
PRICE PER PACK: TAPEI! = 
Saas - adults ays YOUR ONE-ST OP SOCCER SHOP 
RRP: $9.9 


HOW TO ORDER: The Soccer Place ... 

To place your order contact Paul Eldridge at Sports Grips on 02 9380 9594 or 0419 905 765. 

Alternatively simply fax us your order with your payment details. ye 1 82 The Northern Road 
Full payment is required prior to delivery of stock, by either cash, cheque or credit card. Luddenham NSW vas 4 5 


Delivery is 7-14 days from receipt of order. A freight and handling charge applies to all ” 
orders under $500. 


Sports Grips prices are negotiable for orders over 500 units. Sports Grips can be ordered in 
a variety of different colours and patterns 


MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE 
Ph: (02) 4773 3123 
FAX (02) 4773 3127 


SPORTS GRIPS 
PO Box L70, South Maroubra, NSW 2038 
Tel/Fax: (02) 9314 3089 Mobile: (0419) 905 765 


SOCCER CITY 
938 Princes Highway 
Rockdale NSW 2216 


* SOCCER SPECIALIST (sorry, no 
cricket bats) 

* FULL RANGE OF CLUB GEAR 
* MANUFACTURERS & DISTRIBUTORS 

* SUPPLIERS OF MOST MAJOR 

SOCCER BRANDS 
* WE CARRY MOST SOCCER 

MEDRCHANDISE AVAILABLE ON THE 
MARKET TODAY 


Contact Stephen Papas on 
(02) 9567 5189 
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LOTTO 


MITRE 


KOS 


ADIDAS 
PUMA 
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BALLS LICENSED FOR NSWSF MATCHES 


LOGO ELITE 

TACTO 

STADIO LOGO 
CHAMPIONATO 
SQUADRO-PRO 
TROFFO 

EUROPA 

AREA 

ULTIMAX 

PRO MAX 

MONDE 
COMSIC/MUDNIAL 
ULTIMA EURO FLARE 
PREMIER LEAGUE ULTIMA 
MAXIMA 

ELITE 

DEMON 


. TEMPO 


AZTECA 


MERINO 
CROMARK 
RYELAND 
RYELAND 
DORSET 
CORMOR 
MONDIAL 
ESPANA 
MEXICO 
NAPOLI 
SANTOS 18P 
SANTOS 32P 
ROMA 


EUROPA 
COMPETITION 
STRIKER 
MAJESTIC 
CLASSIQUE 
TIANGO 
TRICOLORE 
CELLERATOR 
KING 

KING TRAINING 
SOCCER - 
SOCCER 
SOCCER 


MATCH 
MATCH 
MATCH 
MATCH 
MATCH 
MATCH 
TRAINING 
TRAINING 
MATCH 
MATCH 
MATCH 
MATCH 
MATCH 
MATCH 
MATCH 
MATCH 
TRAINING 
TRAINING 
TRAINING 


MATCH 
MATCH 
MATCH 
MATCH 
TRAINING 
TRAINING 


BALLS NOT LICENSED FOR NSWSF OFFICIAL MATCHES 


SIZE 3 


$30.95 
$25.50 
$18.50 
$15.95 


$38.50 
$27.90 
$24.20 
$22.50 
$17.25 


$20.75 
$16.95 
$67.50 
$48.95 
$42.90 
$26.90 
$19.95 
$19.95 


$21.95 
$14.35 
$13.65 
$12.90 
$11.35 
$10.70 


SPORTS FACTORY BALLS 
ARE ALSO THE CHEAPEST ON THE MARKET TODAY 
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oPOnTS FACTORY 


SHOP 50 (up 
NEETA CITY SHOPPING CENTRE 
SMART STREET, FAIRFIELD 
Tel: (02) 9727 9022 


SIZE 4 


$31.65 
$24.75 
$18.50 
$15.95 


$38.50 
$27.90 
$24.20 
$22.50 
$17.25 


$37.75 


$27.40 
$20.75 
$16.95 


$42.90 
$26.90 
$19.95 
$19.95 


$21.95 
$14.35 
$13.65 
$12.90 
$11.35 
$10.70 


SIZE 5 
$88.75 
$52.55 
$46.85 
$88.85 
$31.65 
$25.50 
$18.50 
$15.95 
$110 

$87.50 
$63.50 
$49.50 
$49.50 
$38.50 
$27.90 
$24.20 


$17.25 
$15.95 


$55.95 
$44.90 
$30.55 
$27.40. 
$20.75 
$16.95 


$19.95 
$19.95 


$14.35 
$13.65 
$12.90 
$117.35 
$10.70 
$25.00 
$65.00 
$65.00 
$32.95 
$20.95 
$19.75 


PORTS TEA DIRECT 


ONLY SUPPLIER OF: 


KINGROO-STAR PENALTY 
SOCCER BALLS SOC 


APPAREL 
Our challenge to you is to find 
Training or Match Balls of the 
same quality at these prices! 


A wide range of 
imported Brazilian and 
Australian made Penalty 
Apparel. 


Nice Training Ball $12.50 $13.60 $14.20 Jerseys 

Highest Match Ball . $22.60 $23.60 $25.00 Shorts 

Professional Match Ball $27.50 $30.00 

Pro-Champion Match Ball $43.00 Socks 
Tracksuits 


Licensed in NSW, NNSW, ACT & SA Available ex-stock or we 


All balls are subject to a 22% Sales Tax can make up any design 


to suit your team. 


All Balls are: 

¢ Guaranteed to hold their shape for a full season 

¢ Guaranteed to hold air longer than any other ball on 
the market 

+ Quality tested before leaving the factory 

¢ Sold direct from the distributor to you ... saving you 
money 

« Held ex-stock allowing faster service 


Call us for the best club 
prices in Australia ..... 
direct from the 
importer/manufacturer 
to you! 


SPORTS TEAM DIRECT 
YOUR CLUB SUPPLIER 


1/61 Norman Street., Peakhurst NSW 2210 
Phone: 02 95345133 Fax: 02 9534 6261 
Free Call: 1800674991 Fax: 1800 816 724 
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‘pruusive MATCHBALL OF SOOCER AUSTHALIA 


-ULT IMAX. 


tee AUSTRALIA 


Ball watching! 


Australian Distributors: Australia’s Power Brands Pty Ltd, PO Box 876, Rosebery, NSW -2018. 


Telephone: (02) 9669 5800. Facsimile: (02) 9669 5933. 
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Queensland Premier League prev 


THE Queensland Premier League kicks off next weekend. The Farr Post’s Tony Moran 
takes a look at the likely fate of the top ten — clubs are reviewed in the order that they 
finished the regular 1998 season. 


1. Brisbane City 

Coach: Bobby Hamilton. 
Facilities: A new bistro has 
opened for Friday nights and 
match days. 

The bar and clubhouse area 
has been painted and had a 
general spruce up. 

Increased floodlighting is 
planned for 3/4 size training 
pitch at the east end of the 
ground. 150 new seats in 
stand, to be increased through 
season, and new corporate 
boxes. 

Major signings: Nathan 
Carloss (Mount Gravatt); 
Clifford Tuck (Taringa); 
Royce Brownlie (Brisbane 


Strikers), 

Major losses: Mark Bennett 
(Gold Coast) 

Who are the important 


players? Up front, Brownlie 
and Chris Slater were a 
productive partnership in the 
1997 season and are expected 
to be so again, while at the 
back, Wayne Strange should 
play a dominant role with the 
loss of Bennett. 
Comment: On past form City 
must be the favourites again to 
finish top of the pile come 
September. 

They’ve added to the squad, 
and not lost too much. 

Hamilton is a shrewd 
enough coach to know the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
his opposition, and after 
winning the competition by 
ten points last year, but losing 
both play-off matches, he’ll be 
even more determined to end 
up with some silverware at the 
end of the season. 


2. Rochedale Rovers 

Coach: Peter Bannon has 
signed a new two-year 
contract. 

Major signings: Nick 
Alidenes, originally from 
Lismore, has been playing for 
St. George in New South 
Wales; Robert Edwards from 
New Zealand. Also Dragan 
Jekic from Yugoslavia, who 
has not played with any 
previous clubs in Australia. 
And Kieran Cooper is making 
a comeback. 

Major Losses: The Lees 
brothers, who have gone to 
the Gold Coast. 

Who are the important 
players? Alun Evans had a 
good 1998 season, so they’re 
looking for more of the same. 

Plus young Matt Olley 
coming through well, and 
looks to be a good prospect. 

But the whole squad is 
important. 

They’ve retained all last 
season’s squad - the bulk of 
them have now been together 
for two seasons, and are 
beginning to blend in well. 

They came ciose last season, 

and are looking for some 
silverware to round it off this 
time. 
Comment: Rovers have a 
good mix of youth and 
experience, and will always be 
up there amongst the leading 
pack. 

They’ve never really lived 
up to expectations, and that 
first premiership has still 
eluded them. 

It’s only a matter of time 
before they do win 
something - could it be 1999 ?~ 


-Bleiberg, 


3. Brisbane Lions 

Coach: Miron Bleiberg. 
Major signings: Vedran 
Becirbegovic (ex-Strikers, 
from Belgian 2nd Division); 
Wade Cannon (back from loan 
spell at Wynnum). 

Relying more on reserve and 
youth grade players from last 
season stepping up to first 
team, possibly including ex- 
youth grade Reg Davani who 
spent last season at Ipswich 
Knights. 

Major Losses: Steve Jackson, 
Paul Worroll, Mark Geritz, 
David Lonsdale (all retired, 
Lonsdale after playing at the 
club since age 7), Michael 
Brockwelk (North Star), Craig 


Barnes (Taringa), Marc 
Flemington (Easts). 
Who are the important 


players? With a number of 
youngsters stepping up, the 
experienced players will be 
important, according to coach 
particularly the 
"backbone" of the team; Frank 
Mengotti.at sweeper, Darren 
Hillier at central midfield, and 
Greg Di-Losa and Warren 
Allen up front. 
Comment: Lions are another 
club who will always do well. 
Last season they won the 
Grand Final from third place, 
and will be up there again this 
season. 


4. Ipswich Knights 

Coach: Frank Pimblett. 
Facilities: No major work 
Major signings: None 

Major Losses: Kevin Meacock 
(retired), Craig Collins (Mt 
Gravatt), Barney Smith 
(Sydney United) 

Who are the important 
players? It's a team game, but 
Knights will need Brenley 
Jefferd on the field full time 
this season, after last was 
disrupted by injury — "no more 
gifted playér in Premier 
League”. 

Also, Peter Vogler has 

announced this will be his last 
season, so will be looking to 
end on a high note. 
Comment: Frank Pimblett has 
done very well with a young 
Pine Rivers United team in 
recent years. 

Now he’s finally made it to 
the big league, it will be 
interesting to see how he 
copes at a new club, with new 
players around him. 


5. Taringa Rovers 

Coach: John Ogden. 

Facilities: Taringa has begun 
(although late) the upgrade of 
both fields. 

Priority has obviously been 
given to No.1 field with work 
commencing a few weeks ago. 

Coupled with the*in-ground 
watering system should be 
ready for the first round. 

Plans are also underway for 
an additional covered 
grandstand to seat 300 to be 
constructed. 

Major signings: Ben Wood 
(Wynnum); Jason Poggi 
(revived career); Craig Barnes 
(Lions & Australian Joey); 
Jamie Lowndes (English 
Division | apprentice); Nicky 
Kuiper (Dutch Division 1 
youth policy). 

Major Losses: Des Hughes 
(Strikers), Aaron Bakker 


(North Star), Daryll Hathway 
{AIS scholarship), and Cliff 
Tuck (City). 

Who are the important 
players? The team has played 
with a lot of variety in pre- 
season fixtures, and especially 
with the volume of player 
rotation going on. 

New ace signing from 
Wynnum, Ben Wood has 
settled in well and will pose 
problems for many teams in 
front of the quality Taringa 
defence. 

His control, passing and 
ability to score goals on both 
feet from anywhere inside 
35yrds is remarkable. 
Comment: John Ogden was 
bitterly disappointed to miss 
out on a finals’ place last 
season (a 1-0 loss to 
Rochedale on the final day of 
the season robbed Taringa), 
and so will be looking to 
better that this year. 


$250,000, to commence soon. 
Major signings: Scott 
Morelande (Southside 
Eagles), Steven Forshaw 
(Beenleigh), Anthony Roche 
(Mt. Gravatt), Paul de Vries 
(Pine Rivers) 

Major Losses: Ben Wood 
(Taringa Rovers), Luke Adair 
(Gold Coast). 

Who are the important 
players? Look for a good 
season from Nick Hadland, 
and look forward to Owen 
Filewood returning from QAS 
an improved player. 

Also hoping to persuade old 
favourite Geoff Maltby out of 
retirement. 

He's looking trimmer and 
fitter than in his playing days- 
"and if he was a good player 
then, what will he be like fit?" 
Comment: Last season was 
disrupted by the loss of coach 
George Cowie part way 
through. 


Major signings: Four major 
signings; Gary McGinnis - 
sweeper — who played for 
Wynnum in the 1997 Premier 
League, and who is now 
coaching the Waves reserve 
team; Phillippe M7’bella - a 
striker - who played in the 
French second division for 
Bordeaux, and has also played 
for Young Boys Bere in 
Switzerland; Daniel 
Cummings - another striker 
who has played for Macarthur 
Rams in the NSW league; 
Adam Conkie - a midfielder 
from Tasmania 

Who are the important 
players? The four imports. 
Comment: The Waves had a 
shaky start in their first season 
in 1997, but last year failed to 
live up to that form. 

Always difficult to beat at 
home, because of the long 
journey teams have to make to 
get up there. 

Unfortunately they suffer 
the same fate when travelling 
down to Brisbane and beyond. 

A good bet for a middle-of- 
the-table finish. 


Photo by Paul Harley 


Wynnum District coach Peter Tokesi: hoping to do better than last season’s sixth placing 


He seems to have the knack 
of getting the most out of 
young, raw inexperienced 
lads, and I’m sure that there’Il 
be a few new faces in his 
squad again this year. 

Taringa should make the 
four, and from there anything 
can happen. 


6. Wynnum District 

Coach: Peter Tokesi. 
Facilities: Major work on the 
clubhouse, worth some 


Replacement Tokesi has had 
time to get to know his squad, 
and with his new additions 
expects a more consistent and 
competitive season. 


7. Bundaberg Waves 

Coach: Tony Walmsley, used 
to be the Director of Coaching 
for the Bundaberg region, and 
he now works full-time for the 
Waves. 

Facilities: The “Across The 
Waves Sports Complex” 
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8. Mount Gravatt 
Coach:.John Stewart 
Facilities: Vast improvement 
to the- playing surface plus 
renovations to dressing sheds. 
Major signings: Ex-Striker, 
Andy Brayshaw (Gold Coast), 
Craig Collins (Ipswich 
Knights), Kieren Galloway, 


Adam Watson (both 
Beenleigh), Calvin Gnech, 
Nigel McLure (both 
Wynnum), Roy Bob 


ewed 


(Berserker, Rockhampton), 
Simon Pilic (Carrara, Gold 
Coast). 

Major Losses: Trevor Evans 
Qpswich Knights), Nathan 
Carloss (City), Anthony 
Roche (Wynnum) 

Who are the important 
players? The experienced 
players, such as goalkeeper 
Mark'Bland and new signings 
Galloway and Brayshaw, will 
be the ones who matter. 
Comment: Will be hoping for 
a more settled season this 
time, after major upheaval 
midway through last season 
saw president Bill Holmes and 
coach Steve Faulkner leave 
the club. 

On the field, were capable 
of causing an upset, and with 
some shrewd signings and the 
know-how of new coach 
Stewart, could well show 
some more consistency this 
time round. 


9. Gold Coast City 

Coach: Ken Lindsay. 
Facilities: The Southport 
soccer complex 

Major signings: Mark Bennett 
(from City), Ian Hutchinson 
(Taringa Rovers), Eddie Lees 
(Rochedale), Colin Bethell 
(Mt Gravatt). 

Who are the important 
players? As well as the new 
signings, have re-signed 
Martin Simpson (goalkeeper), 
midfielder Peter Grierson and 
striker Troy Greenwood (both 
Queensland rep players). Brett 
Adams, Adam Evans, and 
Michael Richardson are all 
returning for this season. 
Comment: Gold Coast started 
off well last year, but a 
number of injuries to key 
players revealed their lack of 
depth, something that is 
necessary for such a long 
Season. 

Hopefully their new 
Signings, and existing squad 
members will have learned 
from their inaugural season, 
and will be able to improve on 
their ninth place. 


Newly Elected. Toowoomba 
United 

Coach: Gary Scott 

Facilities: Work underway on 
upgrading lighting and 
installing grandstand seating. 
Major signings: None 
confirmed at time of going to 
print. 

Major Losses: None 
confirmed at time of going to 
print. 

Who are the important 
players? Total team effort is 
required as a big learning 
curve lies ahead. 

However, Steven Strong in 
central midfield (recently 
offered a trial at Gippsland 
Falcons) expected to be one of 
their mainstays, and the 
workrate of wing backs 
Andrew Wilkinson and Gavin 
Freier could also prove 
important, 

Comment: Coming in at the 
eleventh hour to replace 
Beenleigh, Toowoomba 
cannot have been fully 


prepared for the Premier 
League. 
However their form in 


recent seasons has shown that 
they are too good for the semi- 
pro Division 1 competition, 
and their form in the Silver 
Boot shows they will be 
competitive (despite a 3-0 loss 
to Wynnum). 
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by Derek Royal 


BEFORE the Blacktown 
City Demons take the 
field, young skipper Da- 
mien Foxe tries to instil 
some pride into his boys, 
reminding them of who 
they’re playing for, and 
encouraging them as 
champions, to give a little 
bit extra on the field. 

“T like to offer encour- 
agement and [’m not real 
fiery towards the other 
players, as long as they 
do their job,” Foxe told 
Inside Soccer. 

And although he re- 
ceived a yellow card in 
the opening round en- 
counter against Eastern 
Suburbs, Foxe does his 
best to set an example 
and to try to settle his 
team down. 

Blacktown courses 
through the veins of the 
24 year-old defender, 
who boasts 110 games 

| for the Demons’ first 
| team. 

A Winston Hills junior, 
Foxe first played soccer 
at the age of seven, win- 
ning three championships 
| and a NSW champion-of- 

champions title at under 

12 level. 

“We always played on 
| a full-sized pitch,” he 
remembers, “and we were 
at soccer all day and just 
| loved it. 


“Those were great days, 
with all the mums and 
dads yelling from the 
sidelines.” 

Demons team-mate 
Aaron Holst, the former 
Marconi-Fairfield player, 
also played alongside 
Foxe at Winston Hills. 

Foxe describes himself 
as a good marker and 
strong in the air. 

At six foot one, that’s 
no surprise, but what is 
surprising, is the talented 
Demon hasn’t tried his 
luck at a national league 
club - not yet anyway. 

“I'd like to have a go at 
national league,” he says. 

“T intend to have a go - 
I'm only 24, so there’s 
plenty of time.” 

In the meantime, he 
intends on helping his 
beloved club to succes- 
sive championship victo- 
ries. 

Last year’s unlikely 1-0 
Grand Final win against 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
provided Foxe with one 
of his most cherished 
moments. 


Name: Damien Foxe 


“Watching the 
golden goal go 
in in last year’s 
Grand Final was 
the highlight of 
my career,” he 
says. 

“We  hadn’t 
beaten Bonny- 
rigg ail season so 
beating them in 
the Grand Final 
was a_ special 
feeling.” 

Indeed. 

One of Black- 
town’s strengths 
last season was 
their harmony 
off the field, 
with the players 
socialising  to- 
gether and en- 
joying each oth- 
ers company. 

“They’re a 
great bunch of 
blokes,” he says. 

“There’s good compan- 
ionship and good 
mateship at the club, _ 

“That’s why I love the 
place so much.” 

While everyone within 


Club: Blacktown City Demons 
Position: Defender Age: 24 First Team 


Appearances: 110 
Former Clubs: Winston Hills (juniors), 
Melita Eagles (juniors) 
Representative Honours: NSW 


Demon Foxe playing 
with gusto 


the soccer fraternity is 
aware that Damien’s 
“kid’ brother Hayden is a 
full-time professional at 
Eddie Thomson’s San- 
frecce Hiroshima club in 
Japan, not everyone 
would know that another 
brother, 26 year-old Jer- 
emy, plays premier 


league at Winston Hills. 

Chicka Foxe, the boys’ 
dad, must have a chuckle 
to himself that his three 
boys play the round ball 
game. 


In his day, Chicka was 
a pacey- rugby league 
back with Belmore Old 
Boys, but he’s probably 
spent more time at soccer 
grounds the past two dec- 
ades than rugby league 
ovals. 

“Mum and dad have 


always encouraged me to | 


play and to give it 100 
per cent,” says Foxe, and 
as everyone out Gabbie 
Stadium way know, their 
young captain always 
does so with great gusto. 


Soccer Illawarra 


With thanks to Otto Bader 


BULLI Soccer Club are 
holding a fund raising 


Trivia Night on 26 
February. 
The club’s Balls 


Paddock ground was 
devastated in last 
August’s storms. 

Tickets cost $15 a head 
and HG Nelson will com- 
pere the evening. 


PORT KEMBLA won 
their last serious pre- 
season match 3-1 away to 


ACT Premier League 
side Monaro. 
The game was staged to 


Officially open renova- 
tions to Monaro’s River- 
side Stadium. 

This year Monaro is 
celebrating its 30th year 
in senior football. 


ILLAWARRA UNITED 
will play this season at 
Ulster Avenue. 

The Turkish backed 
club will play in the Illa- 
warra First Division this 
season. 

Coach is John Silcock 
and they have recently 
signed former State 
League midfielder Baskin 
Bostanci. 


OCEAN Park is home for 
newly promoted Premier 
League side Woonona. 
The former icon of Illa- 
warra soccer is back in 
the top flight this season 
after some years in the 
lower division but the 
state of their ground has 
drawn a lot of adverse 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS SOCCER CLUB 


V 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


It’s the battle of the cities, 
~ and there is only going to be one winner....... 


PLEASE NOTE REVISED KICK OFF DETAILS 
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reaction from other clubs. 

The ground is little 
more than a public field 
with dog owners using it 
as an exercise paddock at 
nights and highlights a 
growing problem facing 
Illawarra soccer; the scar- 
city of grounds, 

Many believe that the 
future lies in shared fa- 
cilities. 

Interestingly, all four 
venues for the Corrimal 
Leagues Club Cup are 
based in the northern 
suburbs; Towradgi, Bel- 
lambi’s Elizabeth park, 
Memorial Park and Tar- 
rawanna — none of them 
more than a mile or so 
apart. 


BILL Butler Park is the 
new home venueof Kem- 
blawarra Soccer Club. 

Backed by the Portu- 
guese Sports & Social 
Club Kemblawarra are 
looking for a big season 
this year. 

The million dollar proj- 
ect will be ready in time 
for the opening round of 
the Premier League at the 
start of April. 

Kemblawarra will be 
coached this season by 
former Wolves coach 
John Fleming who 
stepped in half way 


through last season. 


CHAMPION club Wol- 
longong White Eagles 
will play their home 
matches this season at 
Brandon Park. 


Untulfilled 
ambitions 


By Derek Royal 


HE MAY be small, but 
Robert Gomez is one of 
the most dangerous 
marksmen in the NSW 
Super League, 

The Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles striker possesses 
superb ball control and a 
turn of pace that gets the 
crowd onto its feet when- 
ever he’s near the ball. 

Gomez has been around 
the traps - playing his 
junior football at Apia 
Leichhardt and St 
George, before spending 
four years at Marconi- 
Fairfield, where he 
played six national 


Name: Robert Gomez 


Club: Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


Position: Striker 


Age: 22 
Former Clubs: Apia Leichhardt (juniors), 


St George (juniors), Marconi-Fairfield, 


Bankstown City Lions 


Representative Honours: NSW under 13s, 
14s, 15s; Australian under 17s 


league matches under 
coach Andrea Iccardi. 

His team-mates then 
included Matthew Bin- 
gley, Paul Okon, Gary 
Van Egmond and Steve 
Corica, players who went 
on to footballing glory at 
various clubs around the 
world. 


“T played mostly youth 
league,” Gomez told Jn- 
side Soccer. 

“But it was a good ex- 
perience playing half a 
dozen national league 
games.” 

Gomez learnt that at 
national league level, the 
pace of the game was 


faster and mentally, the 
players thought quicker. 

But skill-wise, he feels 
that it’s not much differ- 
ent to playing Super 
League. 

“Tt was all mostly first- 
time touches and a lot 
tougher, a lot quicker,” 
he says. 

“But the skills levels 
between NSL and Super 
League aren’t much dif- 
ferent.” 

The experience obvi- 
ously did the youngster 
some good, as his next 
port of call was the Solo- 
mon Islands, where he 
helped the Australian 
under 17s through the 
Oceania World Cup 
qualifiers, before jour- 
neying to Japan for the 
Finals. 

“We played against 
some skilful sides such as 
Argentina and Ghana,” 
he said, “but the biggest 
thrill for me at the time 
was playing for Australia. 

“It was a whole differ- 


ent ball game.” 

But since returning 
from Japan, Gomez says 
he’s had nothing but set- 
backs. 

Contract problems at 
Marconi led to Gomez 
spending a season on 
loan at Bankstown City 
Lions, while further op- 
portunities to play na- 
tional league were also 
thwarted, 

“Tt was frustrating,” he 
said. 

“T had offers to go else- 
where but it was always a 
case of ‘you can’t leave 
because you’re on con- 
tract” or clubs weren’t 
prepared to pay the 
money being asked. 

“Tve just been at the 
wrong place at the wrong 
time.” 

But Gomez seems to 
have found some happi- 
ness at Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles, where he has en- 
joyed playing in a tal- 
ented team that last year, 
lost just three matches - 


including a shock grand 
final defeat to Blacktown. 

“IT want us to win the 
league again and win the 
Grand Final - then I'll be 
looking at the next step 
up to the NSL,” he says. 

Gomez is adamant he’s 
still waiting for his career 
highlight, but the former 
under 17 international is 
happy to bide his time 
and follow his father Car- 
los’s advice. 


“He just tells me to 
never give up hope and 
that’s been his attitude 
ever since I started play- 
ing. He’s always been 
there and mum’s the 
same.” 

The 22 year-old excite- 
ment machine is due for a 
change in fortune, so 
perhaps 1999 is the year 
when Robbie Gomez 
fulfils his national league 
ambitions. 


VICTORIAN BIG MA TCH UPDATE: ROUND 3 


Green Gully 
crape home 


VPL BIG MATCH REPORT with Bert van Beedaf 


TWICE in as many 
rounds title candidate 
Green Gully scraped 
home 3-2 after leading 3- 
0. 

Last week South Dan- 
denong nearly bridged 
the gap, last Sunday 
Fawkner fell behind to 
three great. goals within 
20 minutes only to out- 
point the Cavaliers in the 
second half and almost 
snatch a draw from a 
tough game played in 
scorching temperatures. 

Referee Perry Mur al- 
lowed a two-minute wa- 
ter break halfway each 
half in accordance with 
Victorian Soccer Federa- 
tion instructions as the 
mercury burst towards 33 
degrees Celcius. 

Similar breaks were 
held at other VPL 
matches. "We were told 
we could allow a two- 
mmute stop it Te tite 
perature went above 30 
degrees and we needed it 
today," Mur said after- 
wards. 

The Cavaliers blitzed 
the Blues with three top- 
class goals that should 
have set up an easy vic- 
tory. 

A poor defensive clear- 
ance gave midfielder 
Tony Neceski the oppor- 
tunity to strike on the 
tum from 25 metres leav- 
ing Fawkner ‘keeper 
Maurice Gonzalez no 
chance to save the shot. 

Nick Papadopoulos 
provided Zdravko Atana- 
sovski with a short pass 
just outside the box and 


the right full-back let fly 
on the volley for 2-0 after 
only 12 minutes. 

Eight minutes later a 
Zladko Donev pass put 
George Georgiadis 
through for a three-goal 
lead at half time. 

Fawkner had a chance 
to score before the break 
but Tom Simsek’s one- 
on-one was foiled by 
Green Gully ‘keeper 
Chris Vella, who also 
courageously dived at 
Chris Sterjovski's feet to 
save the rebound. 

Fawkner coach Ken 
Murphy's appeal to his 
players at half time was, 

"Let's at least win the 
second half", which is 
what Fawkner did. 

Four minutes after the 
break Simsek finally 
broke through with a 
lowball underneath Vella 
from an Ivan Duzel pass 
ana i awaet 
take the initiave as Green 
Gully let slip several 
chances. 

Fawkner substitute Na- 
than Alexopoulos (for 
injured Peter Bordignon 
in the 65th minute) saved 
a header by Steve Man- 
gos off the line in the 
66th minute and Gon- 
zalez denied Daniel Ge- 
novesi from close range 
with a trememdous reflex 
save. 

Fawkner kept creating 
chances but Simsek again 
failed in a one-on-one 
with Vella in the 82nd 
minute, while Marco 
DiSauro and Alexopou- 
los mis-hit their attempts. 


iG 


Reserve goal keeper 
Manny Papas, on as a 
field player for the in- 
jured Enzo DeSantis after 
Fawkner had used both 
substitutes, struck 
Fawkner's second goal in 
the 89th minute giving 
the Blues their "second 


that in tight games we 
can't afford to give away 
goals. We are working on 
these things and we'll 
continue to work on 
them," Dobson said. 
Murphy said it's near 
impossible for any team 
to come back from three 


Westvale coach Phil Stubbins 


half win", but just miss- 
ing out on gaining a point 
from the scorcher. 

Green Gully coach Ian 
Dobson conceded that his 
team's late second half 
fade-out twice in a row 
gave cause for concer. 

"The team has tended 
to relax when we're three 
goals in front, but it's true 


goals down, but he be- 
lieved his team had out- 
played Green Gully in 
the second half and with 
a bit of luck could have 
won the game. 

"In the last 20 minutes 
we ran over the top of 
them and created so 
many chances. We were 
the better team in the 


second half but it proved 
too hard to come back 
from three goals down," 
Murphy said. 

Fawkner missed striker 
Santo Ammenuele who 
served his last match of a 
two-match suspension 
after an off-the-ball inci- 
dent in the first round 
against St Albans. 

He'll be back against 
South Dandenong on 
Saturday. 

Green’ Gully plays 


Bentleigh Greens on 
Monday night. 
In other results 


Bentleigh Greens drew I- 
1 with Melbourne Raid- 
ers, St Albans downed 
Altona East 2-0, Preston 
beat Altona Magic 3-0 
and Port Melbourne de- 
feated Sunshine 2-0. 
VICTORIAN Premier 
League newcomer West- 
vale may be freshly pro- 
moted from division one 
of the State League, its 
players are no novices. 

SU Wie CAPCitanu 
campaigners who have 
seen many years of battle 
at top state and national 
league levels. 

Player coach Phil Stub- 
bins has been at the helm 
for five years, having 
shared the high and lows 
at South Melbourne and 
Heidelberg in the na- 
tional league, together 
with co-Warrier Gary 
Hasler. 

Then there are Angie 
Goutzioulis and George 
Karkaletsis, team mates 
from Souths and the 
Bergers, Gerry McAleer, 
ex-Preston and Bulleen, 
Adrian Pender also ex- 
Preston and Heidelberg. 
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Ohers include Sonny 
Seven, formerly at Wol- 
longong Wolves, 
Gippsland Falcons and 
Melbourne Knights. 

Ex-Falcons and Green 
Gully player Lachlan 
Armstrong and another 
former Cavalier Cameron 
Brown are also part of 
the western Vales. 

Their goalkeeper is 
former Heidelberger Mi- 
chael Chatzitrifones and 
probably their best coup 
is the snaring of Dean 
Culina from Sydney 
United. 

Brother of Jason Culina 
and son of coach Branko 
Culina, both at Sydney 
Olympic, the 21-year-old 
sweeper wanted to return 
to his hometown Mel- 
bourne. 

Westvale manager Aki 
Missios believed the 
team would be competi- 
tive fora place in the mid- 
dle ranks. 

"We've got a decent 
yee ue Mase melo ti 
few youngsters. It's as 
good a squad as at any 
premier league club. 

“It's now a matter of 
making a go of it and 
we're looking towards a 
mid-table finish.” 

With four clubs relegat- 
ing this season, half the 
current league will be 
struggling to avoid the 
dreaded drop. 

“Next season the league 
will be reduced to 12 
clubs when the VPL be- 
comes a fully-fledged 
summer competition run- 
ning parallel with the 
national league. 

There are no finals this 
season. 


The club that finishes 
first at the end of the 
home-and-away rounds 
wins the title. 

Next season the league 
reverts to a four-club 
finals format, abandoning 
its former five-club play- 
off. 

The Westvalers showed 
their determination dur- 
ing their first home match 
at Green Gully under 
lights against defending 
champion Bulleen Kings 

They went ahead after 
nine minutes with an 
Goutzioulis goal. 

Bulleen had defender 
Della Rocca red-carded 
for a foul on McAleer 
after 15 minutes and the 
Valers surged ahead in 
the 34th minute through 
Henry Nuniz, 

But Bulleen got level 
with a header and a pen- 
alty from Danny Gnjidic 
in the 43rd and 51st min- 
utes. 

ny ot. 


Stubbins put 


a penalty in the 54th min- 
ute before Gnjidic lev- 
elled with another header 
to score the first hat-trick 
for the season with 15 
minutes left. 

Stubbins said he was 
fairly satisfied with the 
performance. 

"We lost badly 6-1 to 
Port Melbourne in the 
first round and now we've 
got our first point against 
the defending champion- 
ship. Maybe we could've 
won it, but putting three 
goals past the champion- 
ship team I thought was a 
pretty good effort,” Stub- 
bins said. 
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KU-RING-GAI & DISTRICT 
SOCCER ASSOCIATION INC. 


Asquith Soccer Club 
(Junior-Adutt & Womens/Girls) 
Saturday February 6 & 13, 9am-ipm 
Coles Car park, Asquith 
Contact: Ben Gadsby 9477 3383 


Bannockburn Soccer Club 
(Junior-Adult) 
Saturday February 6 & 13, 1f4am-ipm 
Bannockbum Oval 
Contact: Marcus Ammann 9402 8929 


Barker Old Boys Soccer Club 
(Adult only) 
Contact: Ed Yue 9873 2164 


Berowra Soccer Club 
(Junior-Adult) 

Saturday February 6, 9am-3pm 
Sunday February 7, 10am-1pm 
Berowra Oval Clubhouse 
Contact: Tricia Muxlow 9456 2919 


Brooklyn Soccer Club 
(Junior-Adult) 
Contact: Leo Houlcroft 9985 7641 


Chase United Soccer Club 
(U14, Adult, 035) 
Contact: Stuart Dever 9482 3534 


Chatswood Rangers Soccer Club 
(Junior-Adukt) 

Saturday February 6, 2pm-4pm 
Mowbray Public School, Mowbray Rd 
Contact: Geoff Jones 9419 3544 Juniors 
John Schrooten 9411 1340 Adults 


, Christian Football Club 
(Adult only) . 
Contact: John Toyer 99456 3624 
Clarke Road Soccer Club 
(Junior only) 
Sunday February 14 & 21, 10am-5pm 
Carrington Field, Carrington Rd, Wahroonga 
Contact: Stephanie Binsted 9488 8352 


Corpus Christi Hawks Soccer Club 
(Junior onty) 
Contact: Terry Darlington 9449 2514 


Dalleys Soccer Club 


(Adult only) 
Contact: Bob Tomasic 9958 1493 


Gordon Soccer Club (Junior only) 
Saturday February 13, 9-12, Gordon Shopping 
Centre 
Saturday February 20, 9-12, Damley Oval 
Contact: Sandra Chong 9498 1264 


Greenwich Sports Club 
(Junior-Adult) 

Thursday February 18, 6.30pm-8pm 
Saturday February 20, 8.30am-10am 
Greenwich Uniting Church Hall 
Contact: Bob Campbell 9438 5999 


Holy Family Soccer Club 
(U7-U11) 
Contact: Justin Moses 9904 7943 


Homsby Hts Sports 
(Junior-Adult & Womens/Girls) 
Sunday February 7, 9am-2pm 
Montview Clubhouse, Kookaburra Rd, Homsby 


Hts 
Contact lan Imrie 9476 6435 


Homsby RSL Youth Club 
(Junior onty) 
Contact: Adrian Arthur-Smith 9476 6274 


Homsby RSL 
(Adult only) 
Every Tuesday & Thursday in Feb, 6.30pm 
Mills Park, Asquith 
Contact: Roy Ashpole 9476 2054 


Kissing Point Soccer Club 
(Junior-Adult & Womens/Girls) 

Friday February 5, 6pm-9pm 
Saturday February 5 & 13, 9am-4pm 
Sunday February 14, 9am-4pm - Seniors only 
Auluba Clubhouse, Auluba Rd, Turramurra 
Contact: Sharyn Hill 9449 7107 


Knox Old Boys 
(Adult onty) 
Contact: John Bradfield 9488-7721 
Lane Cove Soccer Club 


(Junior-Adult & Women/Girls) 
Saturday February 6, 9am-12noon 


VISIT THE 
CORRIMAL LEAGUES 


AT ANY TIME FOR A WORLD 
OF ENTERTAINMENT 


SPECIAL GUEST: 
steven Spellmaster MASTER HYPNOTIST as seen on TV 
Friday 27 February 


ONLY $10 per ticket 


Longueville Sporting Club 
Contact: Rod Campbell 9420 4011 


Lane Cove West Soccer Club 
(Adult only) 
Contact: Sue Heffernan 9949 3914 


Lindfield Soccer Club 
(Junior-Adult & Women/Girls) 
Saturday February 6, 8:30am-1pm 
West Lindfield Bowling Club, Highfields Rd 
Contact: David Kok 9972 0621 Senior Mens 
Eric Forsythe 9416 5697 Juniors & Women 


Mosman Marist Soccer Club 
(U7-U11) 
Contact: Paul Hammerton 9969 5906 


Mount Colah Soccer Club 
(Junior-Adult & Women/Giris) 
Saturday February 6 & 13, 10am-2pm 
Mount Colah Public School, Telopia St 
Contact: Chris Freer 9457 8992 


Mt Kuring-gai Soccer Club 
(Adult only) 
Contact: Kevin Venner 9457 9412 


Mt St Bernard Soccer Club 
(U7-U11) 
Contact: Rocco Crino 9449 7032 


Northbridge Soccer Club 
(Junior-Adult & Women/Girls) 
Sunday February 7, 10am-12noon 
Northbridge Oval, Sailors Bay Rd 
Contact: Nikki Mackay 9958 2646 


Northside Monash Soccer Club 
(Juniors-Adult) 
Contact: Jeff Miller 9983 9689 


North Sydney Bears Soccer Club 
(Juniors-Adult) 

Sunday February 7, 9am-12noon 
Cammeray Oval Dressing Sheds 
Contact: Allan Stomann 9955 2522 Juniors 
Mike Speed 0417 037 887 Mens 


North Sydney Boys High 
(U12-Adult 


Contact: Zaheer Reporter 9953 5681 


REGISTRATION 
DIRECTORY 


North Sydney Artarmon Soccer Club 
(Adult only & Womens) 
Contact: Simon Cox 9922 1128 


North Turramurra Soccer Club 
(Adult only) 
Contact: Chris Soupidis 9449 1154 


Prouille Soccer Club 
(Junior & O35) 
Saturday February 6, 9am-12noon 
Prouille School, Water St, Wahroonga 
Contact: Chris Goldrick 9144 2652 


St Ives Soccer Club 
(Junior-Adult & Women/Girls) 
Saturday February 6 & 13, 9am-2pm 
St Ives Village Shopping Centre 
Contact: Vicki McComas 9440 8292 


St Michaels Soccer Club 
(U7-U11) 
Contact: John O'Neill 9427 4380 


Uni of Technology Soccer Club 
(Adult only & Womens) 

Sunday February 7,14,21& 28, 5pm-7pm 
UTS Kuring-gai Campus, Eton Rd, Lindfield 
Contact: Mat Fitzgerald 9980 8550 Mens 
Pam Fransen 9719 2523 Womens 


Wahroonga Soccer Club 
(Junior-Adult) 

Saturday February 6, 9am-1pm 
Sunday February 14, 9am-1pm 
Golden Jubilee Oval, Wahroonga 
Contact: Margie Caskey 9489 7615 


West Pymble Soccer Club 
({Junior-Aduit) 
Saturday February 6 & 13, 9am-12noon 
West Pymble Shops, Kendall St 
Contact: John Hill 9498 5443 


Willoughby United Soccer Club 
(Adult only) 
Roupen Manjiikian 9958 2839 


KDSA Inc. Phone 9477 6521 Fax 9477 2854 
email: admin@kdsa.asn.au 


CLUB 


BOOK EARLY 


Bistro open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner 
Coffee Shop open daily till late 
Free entertainment with live bands on Friday and Saturday nights 
from 8pm 
Try our wide range of the latest poker machines. 
TAB and Keno also available 
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Rams upset 


By Derek Royal 


SUCCESS in life, they 
say, is all about taking 
opportunities. 

So too is success in 
football. 

Macarthur Rams taught 
champions Blacktown 
City Demons a thing or 
two about the art of con- 
verting chances in an 
exciting 3-2 victory at 
Lynwood Park. 

Yet so dominant was 
Blacktown in the opening 
10 minutes of the match 
that a Demon goal-rush 
seemed inevitable. 

Damien Smith taunted 
the Rams’ defence with 
his darts down the left- 
hand touchline and the 
speed and positional 
sense of attackers Jason 
Bennett, Jon Angelucci 
and Stuart Cleary split 
the Rams rearguard time 
after time. 

Bennett skimmed the 
bar with two shots, Ange- 
lucci narrowly missed 
with a header, but some- 
how the Rams held on by 
the skin of their teeth. 

Finally, in the 12th 
minute, Demons’ de- 


fender Paul Yates opened 
the scoring. 

But unfortunately, the 
hapless Yates turned the 
ball into his own net after 
skewing a Rams cross 
past startled keeper 
Fernando Greco. 

The one-goal lead lifted 
Macarthur’s spirits con- 
siderably and to the de- 
light of the home crowd, 
the Rams started playing 
some delightful football - 
with superb interpassing 
and intelligent running 
off the ball. 

Blacktown on the other 
hand relied on the long- 
ball to feed its pacy front- 
line, but still Bennett and 
his side-kicks couldn’t 
break through. 

Bennett, Steve Cutler 
and Angelucci all went 
desperately close for the 
Demons, but somehow, 
the Rams held on. 

In fact, Macarthur in- 
creased their lead when, 
in the 37th minute,, Kain 
Rastall blasted a rasping 
shot into the top ‘corner 
of the net from 30 metres. 

Incredibly, from. three 
brief forays into opposi- 

- tion territory ‘the Rams 
held a two-goal lead. 

Demons, skipper. Da- 
mien Foxe decided 
enough was enough and 

* from inside his own half, 
the tall stopper set out on 
a fine solo run that culmi- 
nated in a.cool finish to 
bring the score back to 2- 
1. 

The skipper’s goal 
seemed to lay down a 
challenge to his front-line 
and almost a quarter of 
an hour into the second 
half; Angelucci obliged 


Day of upsets in 
super League 


by drilling home the 
equaliser from  close- 
range. 

Blacktown then  in- 
creased the tempo and 
once again Rams keeper 
John Crawley copped the 
flak from all directions. 

Brown, Bennett and 
Cleary all went close but 
once again, it was the 
Rams who scored next. 

And once again it was a 
defender who had to 
show how it was done. 

Stopper Richard Lioyd 
decided that what his 
Blacktown opposite Da- 
mien Foxe could do, he 
could do just as well. 

Lloyd simply collected 
the ball 30 metres from 
goal and after beating 
three tackles, calmly slot- 
ted home the winner. 

Inevitably, the Demons 
pursued an equaliser and 


Demons coach Brian - 


Brown was philosophical 
after the game and said 
he was pleased with eve- 
rything except the result. 

“We created enough 
chances to win the game 
and if we play like that 
all season, we'll be there 
or thereabouts when it 
comes to the finals,” he 
said. 

Macarthur coach Casey 
De Bruin said he felt his 
side played a little flat 
but was happy with the 
result and the fact that 
they showed some grit in 
the face of adversity. 

“We showed a little 
more grit, a little more 
organisation and a little 
more experience,” said 
De Bruin. 

“At the end of it all, 
considering the perform- 
ance and with three or 


created further chances in 
front of goal. 

But the goals just did- 
n’t come. 

In the end, Macarthur 
simply capitalised on 
their opportunities while 
Blacktown squandered 
far too many of their 
own. 


Leichhardt’s Fabio Macolino 


four players out of touch 
tonight, that indicates 
that we’re going to have 
a good season.” 

Meanwhile, Central 
Coast Coasties scored a 
valuable 2-1 away victory 
against Sutherland 
Sharks. 

The visitors led 2-0 at 


the break after goals by 
Nathan Byrn and Peter 
Preston, but the Sharks 
pulled one back midway 
through the second half 
when Levi Stephen 
cracked home a brilliant 
volley from 25 metres. 

Stephen and Craig 
Hobbs shone for the 
Sharks while Steve An- 
gelov and Marcus Steel 
stood out for the Coas- 
ties. 

Newly-promoted 
Fairfield Bulls continued 
their good start to the 
season by holding pre- 
miership favourites Bon- 
nyrigg White Eagles to a 
2-all draw at Nineveh 
Field. 

Sam Larocca scored 
both Bulls goals, while 
Paul Dee and Robbie 
Gomez struck for the 
White Eagles. 


White Eagles coach 
John Turner was happy 
with his side’s perform- 
ance and made special 
mention of Dee, Scott 
Xuereb and Mark 
Racker. 

In a tale of two halves, 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
handed Bankstown a 


footballing lesson to the 
tune of 5-1. 

The Lions led 1-0 at the 
break after old warhorse 
Mile Todoroski scored in 
the 20th minute, but the 
second half was all Can- 
terbury, with Nick 
Bosevski and Jane Tal- 
ceski scoring two goals 
each, and Jimmy Nikas 
grabbing one. 

Bankstown coach Sakib 
Lovic was bitterly disap- 
pointed by his side’s ef- 
forts and suggested that 
his boys had a lot to learn 
if they were to make an 
impression on the compe- 
tition. 


ROUND 3 


Park, 6:00pm 
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NSW SUPER LEAGUE BIG MATCH UPDATE: ROUND 2 


champion Demons 


peep 


Eric Hristodoulou 

Amo Bertogna’s Leich- 
hardt Tigers scored a 
tough 2-1 victory against 
Eastern Suburbs at 
Wentworth Park. 

Easts led 1-0 at the 
break through a goal to 
Steve McCombe but mid- 
way through the second 
half Leichhardt equalised 
through what Easts coach 
John Calleja described as 
“a dubious penalty”. 

Newcomer Sarkis 
Bouhdahr scored the Ti- 
gers’ winner on the 
stroke of full-time. 

Bertogna praised his 
side’s character and men- 
tioned captain Eric Hris- 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 
SUPER LEAGUE 


Saturday 20th February 
Blacktown City Demons v Sutherland Sharks 
Gabbie Stadium, 6:00pm 
Bonnyzigg White Eagles vs Parramatta Eagles 
Serbian Centre, 6:00pm 
Sunday 2Ist February 
Bankstown City Lions vs Fairfield Bulls 
Jensen Park, 5:00pm 

Ryde City vs Eastern Suburbs 
Wentworth Park, 3:00pm 
Leichhardt Tigers vs Macarthur Rams 
Lambert Park, 5:00pm 
Canterbury Marrickville vs Central CoastHenson 


Proudly sponsored by PEPSI 
NSW SOCCER FEDERATION INFORMATION SERVICE 


19009 22885 


(25c per min - IDS. Higher rates applies from mobile and public phones) 


todsulou, Tom Badzaric, 
Faoio - Macolino, while 
for Easts, Mark Beldham, 
Con Anastasiadis, Steve 
McCombe and Donald 
Stout were outstanding. 

At Melita Stadium, 
Parramatta Eagles scored 
two late goals to defeat 
Ryde City 2-1. 

The visitors dominated 
the first half through im- 
pressive midfielder Craig 
Sharpley and led 1-0 at 
the break through a Rob 
Portelli goal. 

Mauricio Islas equal- 
ised for the Eagles in the 
80th minute and two 
minutes later, Ben Evans 


oe | 
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By Tony Moffitt 


THE Newcastle Breakers 
youth side are entitled to 
be considered as real 
contenders come the end 
of the season, despite 
being regarded as far 
from the best side in the 
National Youth League 
competition. 

That analysis comes 
from a man who should 
| know; Breakers youth 
coach, David Lowe. 

“We're a good side, 


skill levels.” 

Lowe believes the 
Breakers youngsters, 
| whilst being very capable 
footballers, are so weil 
placed on the current 
competition ladder be- 
cause of their work off 
the ball. 

“We match the highly 
skilled teams in the com- 
petition with typical 
Newcastle determina- 
tion,” Lowe explained. 

“We've got a bunch of 
players wo are honest on 
the park, first and fore- 
most. 

“They go out and give 
it all they’ve got. 

“They show the sort of 
character that a team 
needs if it is to succeed — 


that’s where we are 
strongest.” 

The youth league lad- 
der is a keenly contested 
affair at this stage of the 
season but coach Lowe 
believes there are seven 
teams in the hunt for an 
end-of-season berth. 

Unlike the senior com- 
petition, semi-finals in 


the Youth League make. 


room for only four teams. 

Three of the current 
contenders will miss out 
but Lowe doesn’t believe 


going,” he say. 

“At this stage of the 
season we're around the 
money.” 

To confirm the Break- 
ers real claim to the title, 
Lowe points to a recent 
run of games 
other top clubs which 
have seen the Breakers 
more than match their 
counterparts. 

“We're not a fancy 
football team.” Lowe 
insists. 

“We play 
strengths. 

“We can’t afford to be 
elaborate — we're more 
an industrious team. 

“We work hard.” 

Lowe has spotted play- 
ers within the youth ranks 


to our 


who he rates as real tal- 
ents, although no-one in 
David Lowe’s team is 
about to get star-billing 
or preferential treatment. 

“Everyone knows that 
they have ‘to make their 
own luck and their own 
chances in this game. 

“That’s the nature of 
professional football. 

“The stars of the future 
are usually the hardest 
workers.” 


Satisfaction for 
Lowe in the NYL 


For Lowe, the Breakers 
youth side is his first full- 
time assignment as a 
coach and, whilst he 
agrees that he is adjust- 
ing well to the stress and 
strains that come with the 
coaching position, he 
admits he still feels the 
frustration that comes 
from years as a foot- 
baller. 

“Td rather be playing,” 
he admits bluntly. 


“Unfortunately, the 
mind is willing but the 
body isn’t able. 

“Tt certainly gets frus- 
trating sometimes. 

“You just want to get 
out on the park and do it 
yourself. 

“But coaching has its 
own rewards too. 

“There is an immense 
satisfaction which comes 
with a win.” 


don’t get me wrong,” Newcastle will be on the 

Lowe told fnside Soccer, outer. * 

“but we’re not the best “['m happy with where Ss t 
team in terms of basic we are, and how we’re wancot 


training hard 


Newcastle's Brad Swan- 
cott has been selected in 
the Australian Young 
Socceroos Squad for the 
World Youth Champion- 
ships. 

Swancott, one of the 
Breakers rising stars, has 
been selected in the train- 
ing squad for the team. 

Swancott told Inside 
Soccer that he was in- 
formed of his selection 
last Friday moming by 
Newcastle Breakers club 
officials. 

“It's the culmination of 
a lot of work,“ Swancott 
admitted. 


GLADESVILLE HORNSBY FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 
1999 SOCCER REGISTRATIONS 


Soccer is a sport everyone can enjoy whether you are Under 6 or Over 35 it doesn’t matter — we have a place for you. Every sandard of soccer is available, whether you just 
want to play for fun or if your desire is to compete at First Division or Premier League level - WE HAVE IT ALL. 


“T've been playing, 
training, and working 
towards this goal for over 
a year now, I just have to 
make the cut.” 

The keeper's form has 
been solid this year. 

He has spent all but one 
game in the Breakers 
Youth League side this 
season 

Swancott is widely re- 
garded in footballing 
circles for his talent and 
his maturity. Last year he 
spent the majority of the 
season between goals for 
the Breakers National 
Soccer League team. 


ALL SAINTS BEECROFT BEECROFT UNITING CARLINGFORD REDBACKS EPPING EASTWOOD 
HUNTERS HILL U6 to Premier League CHURCH U6 to Ail Age U6 to Premier League 
U6 to All Age Shaun Kay All Age Richard O’Keefe Ian Kendal 
Peter Cooper 9817 2851 9868 1098 David Winley 9680 9996 9871 2711 9858 1605 


GLADESVILLE RAVENS GLADESVILLE RSL GLADESVILLE UNITED GLENHAVEN HILLS HAWKS 
~ U6 to Premier League U6 to Premier League U6 to All Age U6 to All Age U6 to AllAge 
Reg Zeneli Rhett McCormish Andrew Christodoulou Bruce Fraser Lyle Reading 
9802 8205 9874 3341 9181 2856 9899 2312 9653 2779 
HOLY CROSS COLLEGE KENTHURST MACQUARIE COMBINED MACQUARIE UNI NORMANHURST 
U6 to All Age U6 to Premier League U6 to All Age All Age U6 to Premier League 
Paul Hodgkinson Cynhia Mansell Bruce Spry Matt Nichols Keith Longman 
9634 8737 9875 3528 9858 1168 9871 1976 9476 5051 
NORTH EPPING NORTHERN HFC NORTH RYDE OAKHILL COLLEGE OLHC EPPING 
U6 to Premier League Juniors U6 to All Age U12 to All Age Juniors 
Steve Colquhoun Annic Mouradjallian Wendy Rose Stan King Wayne Symons 
9876 2000 9801 7099 9805 0486 9621 8495 9876 2913 
PACIFIC HILLS DURAL PENNANT HILLS PENNANT HILLS RAIDERS PUTNEY RANGERS REDFIELD COLLEGE 
Juniors U6 to Premier League All Age All Age/Premier League Juniors 
David Dupen James park Paul Selig Lindsay Cornwell Roland Barros 
9873 4099 9484 4905 9876 4215 9816 3896 9639 6061 


ROSELEA RYDE DISTRICT GLADESVILLE HORNSBY SAINTS UNITED ST ANDREWS EASTWOOD 
U6 to Premier League U6 to All Age My ae aticcraa nee U6 to All Age U6 to Premier League 
Olly Shestowsky Gary Phillips Gansiciaitn Office) Peter Ruggeri Megan Wade-Ferrell 
9873 2787 9809 6294 9808 1981 9874 3402 


THORNLEIGH 


WEST PENNANT HILLS 


WEST RYDE ROVERS 


YMCA EPPING 


U6 to Premier League CHERRYBROOK U6t All Age U6 to Premier League 
Bruce Harris U6 to Premier League Craig Eldred Tom Allan 
9484 4359 Henry DeGorter 9894 7962 9801 2800 9874 5854 


National Youth League 
(Southern Division) 
13-14 February 1999 
VIS v Knights 

THE Victorian Institute 
of Sport came from be- 
hind to beat the Mel- 
bourne Knights by three 
goals to two in an enter- 
taining match played in 
extreme heat at Knights 
Stadium. 

Chris Tabak finished 
off good work by Serdar 
Bol in the fifth minute to 
give the Knights an ex- 
cellent start, but ten min- 
utes later Scott McDon- 
ald fired in a pile-driver 
from all of 30 metres 
which flew over Andrew 


Belaich and crashed 
against the bar. 
Naum Sekulovski re- 


acted fastest to put the 
rebound away for the 
VIS. 

Sekulovski had a hand 
in the VIS's second goal 
on the hour setting up 
Angelo Motsiopoulos for 
a neat finish in which he 
lifted the ball over the 
diving keeper. 

Motsiopoulos made it 
three in 83 minutes run- 
ning on to a loose ball 
and reunding Belaich. 

The Knights would not 
give up and Ivica Kolceg 
curled a free kick around 
the wail for a fine goal, 
but the Knights could not 


NATIONAL 
YOUTH LEAGUE UPDATE 


with Roy Hay 


find an equaliser in the 
few minutes left. 


Bulleen v Albury 

Ron Carroll of Bulleen 
Teports: The match today 
resulted in a 6-1 win for 
Bulleen against Albury 
Wodonga. 

The first goal came at 
the 28 minute mark from 
a cross from the left by 
Phill Klathas to Xhezair 
Sulemani in the box. 

His first shot was 
blocked by Sam Cham- 
bers but Xhezair pounced 
on the rebound and put it 
away. 

The next was at 34 
minutes when Matthew 
Culina got round the de- 
fence and crossed the ball 
to Xhezair who was un- 
marked in the box for an 
easy goal. 

One minute before half 
time Albury scored in the 
same manner when Zoran 
Tudor beat Bulleen's de- 
fence and crossed to an 
unmarked Quinton 
O'Grady in the 6 yard 
box. 

The third goal for Bul- 
leen was at the 51st min- 
ute when Albury's de- 
fence gave the ball away 
under pressure from 
Mark Stella and Berkan 
Sakaci collected the ball 
and slotted it in by the 
near post. 

The next goal was at 


the 78 minute mark when 
Mark Tsiorlas drew two 
defenders leaving Frank 
Coniglio clear to receive 
the pass, Sam came off 
his line and was neatly 
chipped for his trouble. 
Mark Tsiorlas scored 
the final two final goals 
at the 85 and 87 minutes 
through turnovers on the 
edge of the box. 


South v Falcons 
South Melbourne beat 
Gippsland Falcons by the 
only goal scored. 

George Katsamboukas 
for the Blues reports: A 
84th minute strike by Tas 
Psonis was enough to 
break the deadlock in this 
game. Souths’ Erhan Bay- 
taktar missed two golden 
chances in the first half. 


National Youth League 
(Northern Division) 
12-14 February 


Academy v Wolves 

In the last of the Round 
19 matches played last 
Monday, ACTAS caused 
a big surprise with a 
three-nil win over Wol- 
longong Wolves. Michael 
Musitano scored twice 
and A Williams scored 
the third. 


Breakers v Olympic 
Newcastle Breakers 
opened Round 20 on 


Friday with a four-one 
win over Sydney Olym- 
pic Academy. 

An own goal started the 
scoring for Newcastle, 
then Peter Juchniewicz 
made it two in 35 min- 
utes. 

Chris Seitas pulled a 
goal back for the Acad- 
emy a minute later. 

Josh Maguire's penalty 
made it three-one for 
Newcastle in forty min- 
utes, and Tony Madju- 
tovski complete the scor- 
ing with Newcastle's 
fourth two minutes after 
the break. 


NSWIS v Marconi 

NSW Institute of Sport 
beat Marconi Colts by 
two goals to nil, but it 
was level pegging till ten 
minutes to go when Tal- 
lan Martin broke through 
from a pass by Simon 
Catanzaro, 

Nahuel Arrarte made 
the points secure in 85 
minutes. 

The Institute has been 
using some excellent 
fourteen and fifteen year 
olds in recent games in- 
cluding Michael Brown, 


Nick Vagenas and 
Leighal Dellis. 
Marconi's Anthony 


Mondello caused head- 
aches all day for the 
NSWIS defence. 


Stadium match 
launched 


By Ted Simmons 


WORLD Cup winning 
coach Aime Jacquet has 
been appointed to handle 
the FIFA All Stars 
against the Socceroos at 
the official opening of the 
Homebush Olympic Sta- 
dium 

Jacquet, who coached 
France to win last year's 
World Cup final against 
Brazil, is expected 
to announce his first 
squad by the end of this 
month and the final 
squad in April for the 
match on June 12. 

Soccer Australia chair- 
man Basil Scarsella said 
the appointment _ indi- 
cated the seriousness of 
FIFA regarding the 
match. 

"At least 28 other 
sports have put up their 
hand to be involved in 
the official opening of 
the stadium and we're 
delighted to have this 
honour," Scarsella said. 

"Olyroo coach Raul 
Blanco is our caretaker 
national coach and he 
will be in charge of the 
team with Youth coach 
Les Scheinflug and we 
plan to use the occasion 
to involve some of the 
younger coaches. 

"This match will give 
us a great opportunity to 
wipe out the memory of 


Bosnich: will be keep goals for Australia? 


that fateful night 
in- Melbourne nearly 18 
months ago when Iran 
eliminated us from the 
World Cup. 

"It will also be the start 
of Australia’s campaign 
to qualify for the 2002 
World Cup finals." 

The NSW Minister for 
the Olympic Games, Mi- 
chael Knight, said at a 
special function at the 
Stadium that he ap- 
plauded the decision to 
headline the bili for the 
official opening of 
Stadium Australia with a 
soccer international, 


He said the timing 
meant that the European 
season would be finished 
and approaches have 
already been made to 
stars such as Ronaldo, 
Michael Owen, Zinedene 
Zidane and Christian 
Vieri as well as Austra- 
lians Mark Bosnich, 
Harry Kewell and Mark 
Viduka. 

It will be the first 
Olympic sport to be 
staged at the Stadium and 
officials hope to fill 
the 110,000 capacity 
ground with a programme 
involving an official 


opening 
entertainment 
world match. 

Leeds ‘attacker Kewell 
has led a chorus of over- 
seas-based Australian 
players to sing the 
praises of opening the 
stadium with an interna- 
tional soccer match. 

"The atmosphere at the 
MCG when we played 
Tran in front of 85,000 
people is something that 
still sticks in my memory 
but this might even top 
that," he said. 

"By playing the game 
in June, it's going to 
make it easier for every- 
one to get back and it 
will be a wonderful 
chance for Australian 
soccer and the Socceroos 
to show what we can do." 

Scarsella said that soc- 
cer was the most watched 
Olympic sport and he 
intended. to continue 
that record during Syd- 
ney 2000. 

"Soccer was not played 
at Atlanta during the 
1996 Games but Sydney 
will get both an opening 
game and the final,” he 
said. 

"We are expecting our 
best players to be avail- 


ceremony, 
and the 


able and all indications | 


show that they are 
jumping out of their skin 
to be involved." 


Young Stallions go 
taly 


down bravely in 


THE Marconi Youth 
team arrive back in Syd- 
ney on Friday night after 
being eliminated from the 
prestigious Viareggio 
tournament the previous 
day by Croatianclub 
Varteks 2 -1. 

Marconi led until the 
final 10 minutes. 

The Marconi Youth 
team were celebrating 
their first ever advance- 
ment to the second round 
of the competition after 
finishing second in their 
group behind the 1998 
Champions Bari and 
faced up to one of the 
tournaments favoured 
teams for a place in the 
quarter finals. 

Captain Buddy Farah 
gave Marcon ithe lead in 
the first half and the 
young Aussies were on 
top of their more illustri- 
ous opponents. 

Leading .1 — 0, Marconi 


were awarded 
a penalty in 


the second 


to double the gy 
score was 
missed and 
with untimely 
injuries to 
Stallions 
Travis Dodd 
and Danny 
Invincible, 
the Croatian 
team was 
handed a lifeline to sal- 
vage the match. 

Greater experience 
shone through, and the 
depleted Marconi team 
succumbed to two goals, 
in the final stages of the 
match to bravely bow out 
of the tournament. 

A tremendous amount 


QAS v United 
Queensland Academy of 
Sport had a good three- 
nil away win over Sydney 
United Colts. 

Chay Hews, Shane 
Smeltz and Allan Cam- 
eron scored the goals. 


AIS v Spirit 

The Australian Institute 
of. Sport beat Northen 
Spirit two-nil at Cromer 
Park with goals by Elias 
Dimourtzidis and Ivan 
Ergic. 


Wolves v Spirit 
Wollongong Wolves 
Colts and Northern Spirit 
Colts drew two-all in a 
tightly contested match, 
which set some sort of 
record with fifteen yellow 
cards, but both sides re- 
port that it was not a dirty 
game. 

Igor Cankulovski and 
Steve Markovski scored 
for Wolves and Ian 
Chruch and Matthew 
Roberts for Spirit. 


of praise was reaped on 
the young Marconi team 
from the European media 
and the tournament was 
renowned as a tremen- 


dous success for Club 
Marconi and Australian 
Soccer in general. 


Olympic v United 

Finally Sydney Olympic 
beat Sydney United by 
three goals to two. 
Adrian Cervinski banged 
in two goals for Olympic 
and Peter Zorbas scored 
another cracker. 

Olympic lost concen- 
tration later and United 
came back with goals by 
Daniel Kukucka and Joe 
Caleta, but Olympic hung 
on to keep second spot 
on the ladder. 


book 
Grand 
Final place 


Canberra 


CANBERRA secured first place and a 
spot in the women's soccer national 
summer grand final with a revenge 1-0 
victory over NSW on Sunday. 

The pressure was on Canberra to win 
or risk missing out on the final after 
losing 2-0 to NSW on Saturday and 
also losing key players Peita-Clair 
Hepperlin. and Sasha Wainwright 
through suspension. 

NSW and South Australia will fight 
for the remaining grand final spot in 
next week's last round. 

Canberra scored in the 13th minute 
with Amy Killpatrick finding the back 
of the net from 13 metres to finish off a 
fine passing combination. 

Queensland continued their goalscor- 
ing wave and dominated to record a 
solid 5-2 victory over Northern NSW. 
Northern fought back to equalise at 2-2 
but Queensland shrugged off the chal- 
lenge to score another three goals in 
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the final 15 minutes. 

And on Saturday New South ° 
Sapphires looked like boosting 
chances for a place in 
grand final with a strong 2-0 win 
leader Canberra Eclipse. 

Defending champion NSW p 
tougher in Saturday’s fiery clash 1 
the lead just before the break w 
clinical finish by Michelle Parney 
good work from Kelly Golebiowski 

Anissa Tann-Darby sealed the 
from the penalty spot midway, th 


the second half after Canberra‘s He 
lin was sent off for a foul on Gole 
ski in the penalty box. 

In the other Saturday fixture 
Sting dominated over last placed } 
ern NSW Horizon in Southport, ru 
away with a 5-0 win. 

April Mann opened Queensland 
count with Tammie Thornton and 
Dunn each scoring a double. 
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ASICS BIG MATCH UPDATE: ERICSSON CUP ROUND 19 


Buljan follow-up 
continues 
Cosmos revival 


By Graham Cooke 


CANBERRA Cosmos 
coach Tom Sermanni 
praised the grit and deter- 
mination of his team as it 
battled to only its second 
NSE win of the season 
with a 1-0 score over 
Wollongong Wolves last 
Monday in a delayed 
Round 19 fixture. 

Admitting the Cosmos 
had been second best for 
most of the game, Ser- 
manni nevertheless 
heaped praise on individ- 
ual players, none more so 
than giant goalkeeper 
Vilson Knezevic. 

"In the last few games 
Vilson has been out- 
standing, and when Wol- 


longong got through our 
defence tonight, he 
pulled off some great 
saves," Sermanni said. 
"His confidence has just 
grown, game by game." 

With eight minutes 
gone in the match Ivo De 
Jesus, penetrating the 
walled penalty area with 
a powerful run, was 
dragged back by Damon 
Langan, and referee Jeff 
Tippett awarded the 
penalty. 

The Cosmos leading 
scorer, Peter Buljan was 
far too casual with the 
spot kick and goalkeeper 
Leslie Pogliacomi, diving 
to his left, parried the 
shot. 

Luckily for Buljan the 


CANBERRA COSMOS 1 (Buljan) 
WOLLONGONG CITY WOLVES 0 


Venue: Bruce Stadium 


Man of the Match: Vilson Knezevic CANB 


ball rebounded to him 
and he was able to push it 
back past the prostrate 
goalkeeper. 

Wollongong spent most 
of the remainder of the 
half searching for an 
equaliser and was 
unlucky not to find one. 

The closest it came was 
a low cross from Chad 
Bishop which sped across 
the face of goal, 
missing strikers and de- 
fenders alike. 

Against the run of play 
Cosmos almost went 2-0 
up - Leo Langone's drive 
bringing a spectacular 
save from Pogliacomi. 

The second half was 
almost entirely domi- 
nated by the Wolves but 


Peter Buljan: 


poor finishing and a 
resolute defence kept the 
visiting team at bay. 

For the Cosmos it 


scored at the second attempt to give his club its second win of the season 


marked a period under 
Sermanni’s control in 
which they had gained 
eight points from a possi- 


ble fifteen — and includ- 

ing only one defeat. 
However, for Wollon- 

gong the loss signalled 


the end of any realistic 
chances they had of mak- 
ing this season’s Top Six 
play-offs. 


e Every football] pitch has its own stories, its own Tegends. Stepping onto the grass is like 
following in the footsteps of ali those fabulous players who made ong the greatest show 
on “earth. In the process of developing, designing and manufac- 


“turing ASICS: football] boots, 


omely important.But we never forget about tradition. 
ASICS has its own way of making 


history. The highlights 
of our new football col-_ 


— Veetion forma landmark 
in that history. 


technological aspects are extre- 
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Care puts 
lack lustre 


Marconi in 


front 


A jet-lagged Christian 
Care helped rescue Mar- 
coni-Fairfield's national 
soccer league season by 
scoring the opening goal 
in their 2-1 win over 
Canberra Cosmos at 
Marconi Stadium on Sat- 
urday. 

Care, 20, had returned 
from playing in the pres- 
tigious Viarregio Youth 
Tournament in Italy only 
24 hours earlier but still 
found the energy to 
spearhead Marconi's win. 

In the 7th minute, the 
Young Socceroo and 
Olyroo received a short 
corner kick from Vlado 
Zoric, flicked the ball in 
the air and volleyed past 


Canberra goalkeeper Vil- 
son Knezevic. 

Marconi went further 
ahead 13 minutes after 
the break from a harmless 
cross by. left back 
Brendan Renaud. 

Poor communication 
between Knezevic and 
two defenders saw the 
ball slip through the three 
of them and into the path 
of unmarked Kris Tra- 
janovski at the far post 
who poked home his 50th 
NSL goal. 

Marconi seemed to be 
enjoying a comfortable 


lead when Canberra 
struck back with 14 min- 
utes to go. 


A back pass by Care 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD 2 (Care, Trajanovski) 
CANBERRA COSMOS 1 (de Jesus) 
Venue: Marconi Stadium : 


Man of the Match: Gordon Hunter CANB 


wide of the goal saw 
Marconi goalkeeper Ante 
Covic clear the ball 
Straight to Canberra sub- 
stitute Ivo De Jesus who 
shot into an empty goal. 

Canberra could have 
snatched an unlikely 
draw three minutes later 
when another shot at goal 
by De Jesus hit the post. 

Trajanovski almost 
scored a deserved second 
goal when a lob over the 
Canberra defence hit 
the cross bar. 

Nobody was more re- 
lieved with the result 
than Marconi coach 
Frank Farina who was 
under enormous pressure 
to win for the first time 


since the December 27 
defeat of the Melbourne 
Knights. 

"It's been a difficult 
time," Farina said. 

"I was especially happy 
with Brendan Renaud 
who has been out injured 
for 12 weeks. 

"Ante Covic made a 
schoolboy error but apart 
from that he went al- 
right." 

Canberra Cosmos 
coach Tom Sermanni 
said Marconi deserved to 
win. 

"Marconi had the ma- 
jority of the game and we 
were satisfied to lose by 
only one goal," he 
said. 

"My team was still a 
little bit tired from Mon- 
day's win over Wollon- 
gong. 

“it is hard for a part 
time team to back up two 
games in such a short 


space of time. 

“But there was always 
the fear that we would 
cop a thumping tonight. 

“That didn’t happen 
and we have have come 
away with a lot of respect 
even no there are no 
points with that.“ 

Instrumental in the un- 
predicted low score was 
the form of Canberra 
goalkeeper Vilson 
Knezevic, who was out- 
standing, and veteran 
defender Gordon Hunter. 

The former Hibernian 


star was _ inspirational, 
particularly in the second 
half when the Cosmos 
grew with confidence as 
he kept both Francis 
Awaritefe and Kris Tra- 
janovski under wraps. 
And wen a wag from 
the crowd yelled good 
natured banter at Hunter 
for denying Marconi 
three goal scoring at- 
tempts in the second half 
he put up four fingers. 
Marconi sill have a lot 
to do if they are to be a 
serious contender for the 


ASICS BIG MATCH UPDATE: ERICSSON CUP ROUND 20 


finals and coach Farina 
will not be fooled by this 
result. 

In truth, Marconi were 
seldom in trouble in a 
game which Canberra 
never looked capable of 
winning but which Mar- 
coni never looked like 
they wanted to win. 

Problems in the Stal- 
lions midfield still 
abound and the lack of a 
clear ball winner will 
prevent them from chal- 
lenging for this season’s 
title. 


Sterrey’s side 
shines again on 
shoestring 


NEWCASTLE Breakers be- 
came the first team this season 
to hold national soccer league 
leader South Melbourne 
scoreless with a 0-0 result on 
Friday. 

The inability of South to 
score enhanced Newcastle's 
reputation as a tough team to 
break down but the home 
team would be annoyed for 
wasting a host of chances. 

There was little goal action 
in the first half apart from an 
attempt which followed quick 
interplay just before the break 
between Breakers’ strikers 
John Buonavoglia and 
Sang-Chul Yoon. 

The move created a chance 
for midfielder Peter Ritchie 
but his curling shot from the 
edge of the penalty area was 
tipped over the bar by diving 
South goalkeeper Michael 
Petkovic. 

South’s first and only real 
chance of the game came in 
the 57th minute when striker 
Vaughan Coveny headed a 
cross down for his strike part- 
ner Michael Curcija whose 
volley was parried by 
Breakers goalkeeper Bob Cat- 
lin. 


In the ensuing melee the ball 
fell to Curcija again but this 
time he shot wide. 

The lively Buonavoglia 
wriggled his way free of the 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 0 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 0 


Venue: Austral Park 
Man of the Match: John Buonavoglia NEWC 


South’s defence just after 
the hour mark but he 


dragged his shot wide of the 
post when he only had 
Petkovic to beat. 


The Breakers missed a 
glorious chance to take the 
lead in the 77th minute 
when substitute striker Fred 
Umlil was played through 
and turned inside the cover- 
ing defence but his shot hit 
the base of the post with an 
open goal available. 

In the 80th minute another 
chance went begging for the 
Breakers when Umlil played 
an incisive ball into the 
South’s penalty area for 
Buonavoglia whose shot 
was pushed by Petkovic 
back to the little striker 
whose second attempt went 
into the side netting. 

Five minutes from time 
Umlil again set up a chance 
for Buonavoglia but once 
again the striker lacked the 


necessary composure 
dragged his shot wide. 
“Naturally I am pleased 
with the result,” said Break- 
ers coach Lee Sterrey. 
“We have some good 
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young players at this club and 
given the time we could settle 
into becoming a challenger. 

“I’ve been asked (by the fu- 
ture owners of the club) what I 
could do with an unlimited 
budget; that’s a nice thought 
isn’t it. But the boys deserve 
everything that they get, they 
are working hard. 

“Tf I can bring a few quality 
players here to help the young- 
sters then who knows just how 


far we can go.” 


Sterrey is out of contract at 
the end of this season. 

He has performed a miracle 
in his first season in the Er- 
icsson Cup on a budget which 
would make a shoestring look 
fat. 

The Breakers success has 
been built on a mixture of tal- 
ented youth, veteran come- 
backs and opportunity given to 
no-name State League players. 

In ail, Sterrey has shown 
remarkable astuteness. As a 
youth league coach he was 
unparalleled but has quickly 
proven that ability knows no 
age barrier. 

COMMENT by Bruce Camp- 
bell. 


ERICSSON CUP | 
SOCCER 


Ericsson Cup Round 21: 20-22 Febr 
Saturday 20 February 
Melbourne Knights v Northern Spirit 
Knights Stadium 8.00pm 
Sunday 21 February 
Adelaide City v Wollongong Wolves 


uary 


Hindmarsh Stadium 8.00pm 

Carlton v Brisbane Strikers 

Optus Oval 5.00pm 

South Melbourne v Marconi Fairfield 

Bob Jane Stadium 6.00pm 

Gippsland Falcons v Newcastle Breakers 

Mobil Park 7.00pm 

Sydney United v Perth Glory **** - 

Edensor Park 5.00pm 
Monday 22 February 


Canberra Cosmos v Sydney Olympic 
Bruce Stadium 7.30pm 
Bye: Adelaide Sharks 


*** denotes ABC Match of the Round 
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Olympic hold 
on for vital 
derby win 


By Anthony Raineri 


SYDNEY Olympic sur- 
vived a second-half red 
card to defeat Sydney 
United 2-1 on Sunday in 
a national soccer league 
derby at Belmore Sports 
Ground. 

Olympic's former Greek 
first division player Chris 
Kalantzis was sent off 14 
minutes after the break 
having scored his team's 
opening goal in the first 
half, 


United were unable to 
secure the equaliser and 
as early as the fifth min- 
ute missed what in 
hindsight was a crucial 
scoring opportunity. 

Walter Ardone 
threaded a_ perfect 
through bail to Steve 


but rolled just wide of the 
post. 

Olympic opened the 
scoring in the 24th min- 
ute after a dreadful mis- 
take by United's defence. 

United defender Joe 
Vrkic gave a weak back- 
pass to veteran keeper 
Mike Gibson who was 
dispossessed by Olympic 
midfielder Brett Emerton. 

The Olyroo captain 
drew Gibson wide and 
calmly crossed to team- 
mate Kalantzis who shot 
into an empty goal. 

Pablo Cardozo ex- 
tended the lead two min- 
utes before the break with 
his 17th goal of the 


season and 29th strike in 
his past 32 NSL games. 

The NSL's leading 
scorer received a cross 
from the left, turned in- 
side his marker Vrkic and 
fired an unstoppable shot 
at goal. 

Scorer Kalantzis turned 
villain nine minutes after 
half-time when he was 
sent off for clipping the 
face of United's Velimir 
Kupresak in a challenge. 

Olympic officials were 
outraged with the deci- 
sion because early in the 
game United's Ardone 
received only a yellow 
card for what appeared to 
be an elbow to the face of 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 2 (Kalantzis, Cardozo) 
SYDNEY UNITED 1 (Sterjovski) 


Olympic's Jason Culina. 

United player coach 
David Mitchell said 
Olympic deserved to win. 

"We made it difficult 
for ourselves by playing 
poorly,” he said. 

"Our midfielders were 
not running with the ball 
enough and we were a bit 
floppy in defence.” 

Olympic coach Branko 
Culina said his team 
showed tremendous char- 
acter to hold out for the 
win. 

"We played great foot- 
ball in the first half and 
we showed great charac- 
ter in the second half," 
said Culina. 


Berry whose shot with 
the outside of his right 
foot went past the keeper 


Venue: Belmore Sports Ground 
Man of the Match: Pablo Cardozo SOLY 


"The whole team was that kind of character and 


out, we will win many 
superb. If we can show 


attitude week in week more games." 


Coach Culina: a happy man after Sydney derby win 


Arnold’s half time 
header inspires 


By Ted Simmons 


VETERANS Graham Amold 
and Robbie Slater resurrected 
their glory days with a brace 
of goals which led Northern 
Spirit to a much-needed 3-1 
win over Carlton at North 
Sydney Oval on Sunday after- 
noon. 

The victory kept the Spirit 
in the Top Six of the Ericsson 
Cup on track for the play-offs 
in their inaugural year. 

Amold chose the right mo- 
ment to change his on-field 
team when he replaced 
Gabriel Mendez with Clayton 
Zane five minutes before half 


time. 

Carlton had dominated most 
of the opening half and took 
the lead when Lubo Lapsan- 
sky ran through the defence 
and swept a 25 metre drive 
past sprawling keeper Paul 
Henderson. 

But the elusive Matt Lang- 
don found space on the right 
20 seconds before half time 
and his pin point cross was 
headed home by an athletic 
leap from Amold to tie the 
score. 

"It was a very important 
goal. If we'd gone in. at the 
break trailing and with our 
heads down it would have 
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NORTHERN SPIRIT 3 (Arnold, Slater, Marusic) 


CARLTON 1 (Lapsansky) 


Venue: North Sydney Oval 


Man of the Match: Lubo Lapsansky CARL 


been really hard," Arnold said. 

Spirit came out in more de- 
termined fashion after the 
break and the aggressive Zane 
quickly forced a change in the 
Carlton tactics. 

He roamed along the right in 
the 59th minute, challenged 
the defence and slipped the 
ball to Kresimir Marusic 
whose square pass across the 
goal was netted by Slater. 

It was Slater's fifth goal of 
the season and its importance 
was evident from the renewed 
vigour which flowed into his 
team-mates. 

Six minutes later, Zane was 
again in action, crossing to 
Slater in the penalty area who 
pushed the ball back for Ma- 
tusic to put Spirit 3-1 ahead. 

The two goals took the sting 
out of Carlton who began to 
chase the ball and lost posses- 
sion as the Sydney team took 
control. 

Keeper Henderson brought 
off a number of point blank 
saves, particularly from 
Carlton new signing Archie 
Thompson who was always a 


danger when within scoring 
range. 

"Our first 40 minutes were 
not good because of the heat 
and the tight marking and 
Zane, who trained so well 
during the week, showed the 
fans what he could do," said 
Arnold. 

"But I'd like to question the 
change in fixtures to today. 

“We've lost $40,000 because 
we drew just over 8,000 spec- 
tators when we can draw up to 
18,000 on a Friday night. 

"As the game was switched 
to suit television program- 
ming, I think the television 
channel should subsidise what 
we lost." 

Carlton coach Eddie Krnce- 
vic said finishing remained a 
problem for his team and 
Amold's goal just before half 
time was a blow. 

"We have three or four play- 
ers not good enough at this 
level and it's time to start 
blooding younger players and 
to look forward to next sea- 
son," he said. 


Graham Arnold: scored a timely goal on the stroke of half time 
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Knights exploit 
City weakness 


By Alan Clark 


MELBOURNE Knights’ long- 
suffering fans were able to re- 
kindle memories of their glory 
years with a comprehensive 3- 
1 win over championship con- 
tenders Adelaide City, even 
though the win didn't move 
Knights from their position 
second bottom in the league. 

The win was Knights’ first 
since a narrow 1-0 win away 
at fellow strugglers Gippsland 
Falcons in early December 
last year, and their first at 
home since their late Novem- 
ber 2-0 triumph over perennial 
cellar-dwellers Canberra Cos- 
mos. 

But it was forwards, not 
backwards, Knights new 
coach Josip Biskic was look- 
ing: "They showed their char- 
acter. 

“We outplayed (Adelaide 
City) in the second half. 

"I'm so happy, the guys de- 
served the win. 

“I told them before the game 
‘Only you can change the 
Situation here, nobody else' 
and that's what they did.” 

Tt all looked as if it would 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 3 (Baini, Kelic, Pondeljak) 
ADELAIDE CITY 14 (Terminello) 


Venue: Kinghts Stadium 


Man of the Match: Alex Kiratzoglou MELK 


end in tears however as Ade- 
laide. City had commenced in 
barn-storming fashion - 
Damian Mori as expected 
causing the greatest havoc. 

Ransford Banini had begun 
at right back, but was soon 
shifted to stay close to City's 
sharpshooter. 

After 21 minutes what had 
seemed inevitable finally tran- 
spired. 

Making great strides into 
space down the right, City 
midfielder David Terminello 
ran onto a cleverly played ball 
which split the Knights' cover- 
ing attempts. 

Terminello ran, letting loose 
a ball to the near post to where 
Mori had nun, closely marked 
by Banini. 

Knights’ keeper Joe Didulica 
joined the convergence, wary 
of Mori's potential to deflect 
the arriving ball. 

There was no touch, and this 
was sufficient to flummox 


Banini's and Didulica's antici- 
pation of Mori's intervention. 
Terminello's cross had trans- 
muted into a shot, becoming 
the opening goal. 

Followers of Adelaide City’s 
style would then be prepared 
for City to rest with that ad- 
vantage, defending in deep 
and relying on the usually 
unquestioned mastery of expe- 
fienced Socceroos Milan Iva- 
novic and Alex Tobin, frus- 
trating the opponents into 
leaving space for Mori's pace 
to exploit. 

But Knights declined to fall 
into this trap - harassing Iva- 
novic and Tobin at every op- 
portunity and denying them 
time on the ball to probe for 
the opening. 

Ante Kovacevic had taken 
the field by this stage after 
Starting his 100th game on the 
bench, and his interdiction 
was to prove crucial. 

The equaliser came on 27 


Rampant 


PERTH Glory rediscovered its 
early season form with a stun- 
ning 6-0 win over the Bris- 
bane Strikers at Perth Oval on 
Sunday. 

The clash between the 
fourth and eighth-placed 
teams in the national soccer 
league was difficult from the 
outset but Perth quickly estab- 
lished a 2-0 half time lead and 
strikr Bobby Despotovski 
killed the match with three 
second half goals within 14 
minutes. 

Glory took the same line-up 
into this game as that which 
beat Adelaide last week and 
the confidence from that win 
flowed into this game with the 
Strikers paying the penalty. 

The Strikers Des Hughes 
was yellow-carded 21 minutes 
into the first half and the team 
was forced to play with 10 
men when captain Glenn 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 0 


Venue: Perth Oval 
Man of the Match: Bobby Despotovski PRTH 


Pert 
Slaughter 
Strikers 


Gwynne was sent off. 

Glory started its scoring 
rampage in the 24th minute 
when Con Boutsianis placed 
the ball in front of a running 
Vas Kalogeracos who scored 
his third goal for the season. 

Within three minutes Glory 
had scored its second goal 
when Brisbane's Steve Laybutt 
had the ball taken out of his 
Possession by Kalogeracos 
who found Alistair Edwards 
playing in just his second 
game for the Perth side. 

Edwards switched his pass 
to Scott Miller who slotted the 
ball home. 

It wasn't long in the second 
half before Perth took a stran- 
glehold on the game with 
Despotovski stealing the 
show. 

The striker became only the 
second player in Glory’s his- 
tory to score a hattrick. 


The first came 17 minutes 
into the second half when 


Brisbane keeper Clint Bolton | 


couldn't control a shot on goal 
from Edwards and Despotov- 
ski hit the rebounding ball 
into goal. 

Glory's next score came 
from a mistake by Brisbane's 
Kasey Wehrman who headed 
the ball in the wrong direction 
and into the path of Despotov- 
ski for his second. 

Two minutes later he scored 
his third when Gareth Naven 
slammed a shot into Bris- 
bane's keeper who again failed 
to control the ball and Des- 
potovski was on the spot to 
convert: 

Brisbane couldn't stop 
Glory's onslaught and substi- 
tute Gianfranco Circati scored 
his team's sixth and final goal. 


PERTH GLORY 6 (Despotovski 3, Kalogeracos, Miller, Circati) 


minutes and after a goalmouth 
scramble following a corner. 

Alex Kiratzoglou had man- 
aged to start the action with a 
shot from just outside the six 
yard box, the ball was 
blocked, eventually running 
loose for Banini to sidefoot 
home. 

Just before the hour, Kove- 
cevic had a long-range effort 
which Jason Petkovic man- 
aged to touch over for a cor- 
ner. 

Tobin came to City's rescue 
with a header from under the 
crossbar as the comer was 
swept in. 

The pressure began to tell 
on the visitors, and Knights 
seemed to draw strength de- 
spite the energy-sapping con- 
ditions. 

Just two minutes later, Ki- 
ratzoglou went on a weaving 
tun before supplying Ice Kut- 
lesovski who shot narrowly 
wide from distance with 


By Sam Lienert 


A hard-working game from 
Gippsland Falcons defender 
Will Hastie helped his side 
come away with a scoreless 
draw in an uninspiring na- 
tional soccer match 
against fellow struggler Ade- 
laide Sharks at Hindmarsh 
Stadium. 

Gippsland, which has scored 
only 12 goals in 18 matches 
this season, the least of any 
side in the league, clearly had 
no great desire to add to that 
record. 

Falcons coach Stuart Munro 
stacked the defence heavily 
and his players rarely ventured 
forward, making only two 
shots on goal in the match, 
with both well off target and 
gaining only one corner kick. 

The Sharks, in contrast, con- 
sistently entered their attack- 
ing zone and had plenty of 
good scoring chances but 
failed to break through the 
Gippsland defence. 

Hastie was well assisted by 
fellow defenders Marko Peri- 
novic, Michael Anderson and 
Levent Osman in stifling the 
attacks. 

Adelaide striker Derek Po- 
imer continued his good form 
and created his side's best 
chances with some skilful 
weaving past defenders but 
had little help from team- 
mates, 

Fellow forward Hamilton 
Thorp was obviously not at 
full fitness and was taken from 
the pitch by coach Adrian 
Santrac 30 minutes into the 
match after having no impact. 

The draw was Adelaide's 
eighth straight match without 
a win - the slump now the 
longest winless stretch in one 


season in the club's history. 
Eo 
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Petkovic well beaten. 


Knights took the lead in the | 


67th minute. 

Their constant pressure de- 
served the goal even though it 
came in fortuitous circum- 
stances ftom which the experi- 
enced Ivan Kelic capitalised 
with deadly effect. 

Knights were awarded a 
free-kick 26 metres out. 

Michael Reda's shot hit the 
wail, dropping neatly for Kelic 
on the 18 yard line. 

Kelic still had work to do to 
turn and find the target, but he 
did so with the calmness of 
the ton-up striker he is. 

If Knights’ two earlier goals 
were fashioned from meagre 
scraps, the third and final was 
extravagant and skilled. 

Tom Pondeljak ran from the 
half-way line making ground 
as he watched the City defence 
back off. 

Finally, Ivanovic was com- 
pelied to tackle at the edge of 
the penalty-area, but watched 
as the ball was whipped out of 
Tange with a clever Pondeljak 
sidestep. : 

Now in front of the full face 
of the goal, Pondeljak’s shot 


fvan Kelic 
whistled in. 

"The first twenty minutes 
we looked like we wanted to 
win the game, and then we 
stuffed it up,” said bemused 
City coach Zoran Matic after 
the game. 

Matic made no excuses for 
the playing conditions - most 
of the match was played in 
temperatures in the high 3@s - 
"This team is not fit mentally, 
but physically they're OK," he 
said. 


"I know what happened, and 
I will fix it," he added omi- 
nously. 


HASTIE 


KEEPS 
SHARKS 
BLANK 


ADELADE SHARKS 0 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 0 


Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 
Man of the Match: Willie Hastie GIPS 


LIVE SOCCER 


ON ABC 


MATCH OF THE ROUND 


Sydney United 


V 


Perth Glory 
SUNDAY 21 
FEBRUARY 


5.00pm 


ABC XY 
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VICTORIAN PREMIER RESERVES: Round 2 
Monday 8 February 
Westvale 2 Bulleeen Inter Kings 3 


Bankstown City Lions 2. Canterbury Marrickville 4 
Parramatta Eagles 2 Ryde City 0 

Eastern Suburbs 1 Leichhardt Tigers 2 
Fairfield Bulls 1 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 3 
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1. NAC Breda 
2. Bobby Bignall of Corrimal Rangers 
3. John Kosmina for West Adelaide v Canberra City 


RAMI SPORTS 
The ONLY Australian owned brand with FIFA Approved balls 
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Mictheil 


P WODL FE A Pt 

Canberra Eclipse 169 3 4 3225 30 
NSWIS Sapphires 1446 5 3 211123 
SASI Pirates 146 4 4 221022 
QAS Sting 1445 2 7 242717 
Northem NSW Horizon 142 2 1015 418 

VIAREGGIO YOUTH CUP 
Perugia 2 Marconi Fairfield 2 
Corbolla Tomich 
Bordicchine Pellegrino 
Crowd: 1,000 


MARC: Breeden, Calluzzo, Dodds, Husseyin (Attard 
46), Farah, Tomasevic, Care, Invincibl, Hagger 
(Beauchamp 73), McCarrison, Tomich (Pellegrino 
85) 


Bari 3 
Cardascio 
Soinesi 
Tarallo 
MARC: Breeden, Galuzzo, Dodds, Attard (Husseyin 
34, Pellegrino 70), Beauchamp, Tomasevi, Care, 
Invincible, Hagger (Dryland 37), McCarrison, 
Tomich 


Marconi Fairfield 0 


Pumas of Mexico 0 Marconi Fairfield 1 

: Hagger 

MARC: Braeden, Galluzzo, Dodd, Invincible, 
Beauchamp, Tomasevic, Care, Attard (Dryland 46), 
Pellegrino (Hagger 46), McCarrison (Celik 78), 
Tomich 


Marconi Fairfield 1 


Vartaks 2 
Cikovie Farah 
Posavel 


MARC: Breaden, Dodd (Huseyin 78), Tomasevic, 
Farah, Beauchamp, Invincible (Pellegrino 58), Care, 
Attard, Hagger, Dryland, Tomich 


Friday 12 February 
Newcastle Breakers 0 
Venue: Breakers Stadium 
Crowd: 3,789 

Referee: J Tippett 
Cautions: J Buonavoglia (NB) 88" 

NEWC: Catlin, Roberts, Sanderson, McManus, Rit- 
chie (Umlil 58), Wilson, Buonavoglia, Wieczorek 
(Ferguson 84), Owens, Shannon, Yoon 

SMEL: Petkovic, [osififids, de Amicis, Orlic, Pano- 
poulos, Coveny, Trimboli, Curcija (Anastasiadis 69), 
Polak, Tsekinis, Liparotti 


South Melbourne 0 


Saturday 13 February 
Marconi Fairfield 2 

C Care 6 

K Trajanovski 57 

Venue: Marconi Stadium 
Crowd: 3,687 

Referee: B McKay 

| Cautions: A Miglietti (CC) 20'; C Care (MF) 53’; M 
Phillips (MF) 68' 

MARC: Covic, Gibson, Phillips, Kim, Care, Ma- 
loney, Farah (Galuzzo 68), Awaritefe, Renaud, Tra- 
Janovski, Zoric 

CANB: Knezevic, Popovich, Wilson, Zelic 
(Magnacca 81), Buljan (Gonzalez 63), Langone, 
Miglietti, Musitano, Roberts (de Jesus 57), Purdue, 
Hunter 


Canberra Cosmos } 
de Jesus 76 


Sunday 14 February 
Sydney Olympic 2 
C Kalantzis 20 

P Cardozo 39 
Venue: Belmore Sports Ground 

Crowd: 5,107 

Referee: B Hugo 

Cautions: P Cardozo (SO) 5'; W Ardone (SU) 9 C 
Kalantzis (SO) 19', N Day (SU) 68': A Moric (SU) 
76' " 


Sydney United I 
W Ardone 57 


Red Card: C Kalantzis (SQ) 56" 

SOLY: Bouhoutsos, Thomas, Tsekenis, Culina 
(Tome 80), Cardozo, Emerton (Brennan 83), Kan- 
lantzis, Baillie, Durakovic, Blagojevic, Jomaa 
(Augerinos 71) 


SCOREBOARD 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY 


SUTD: Gibson, Bennett, Kupresak, Yrkic, Santa- 
lab, Bums, Ardone, Berry (Moric 73), Mitchell 
(Townsend 73), Sterjovski, Griffiths 

Perth Glory 6 Brisbane Strikers 0 

V Kalogeracos 23 

S Miller 26 

B Despotovski 62, 73, 78 

G Circati 89 

Venue: Perth Oval 

Crowd: 11,190 

Referee: C Diomis 

Cautions: J Harris (BS) 13'; D Hughes (BS) 175G 
Gwynne (BS) 68"; W Shroj (BS) 68' 

Red Card: G Gwynne (BS) 75' 

PRTH: Franken, Trajkovski, Miller, Hay, Wilkin- 
son, Deans, Strudwick (G Naven 73), Garcia, Ed- 
wards, Kalogeracos (Despotovski 35), Boutsianis 
(Circati 76) 

BRIS: Bolton, Gwynne, Zoricich @avidson 76), 
Laybutt, Wehrman, McLaren, Srhoj, Harris, Mere- 
dith (North 65), Hughes (Knipe 55), Stefanutto 


Northern Spirit 3 Carlton 1 

G Amold 45 L Lapsansky 19 
. R Slater 58 

K Matusic 65 

Venue: North Sydney Oval 

Crowd: 8,328 


Referee: S Micallef 


Canberra’s MEGASPORTS is 


Cautions: A Marth (CSC) 9'; J Tricarico (CSC) | | 17 Pablo CARDOZO (SOLY) 
57’, K Marusic (NS) 59’: M Rudan (NS) 67' 11. John MARKOVSKI (PRTH) 
SPRT: Henderson, Rudan, Casserly, Marusic 11 Alex MOREIRA (CARL) 
(Watkins 80), Slate, Amold, Mendez (Zane 40), 4 Mn 
Bilokapic, Cunico, Langdon, Enes (Bosnar 86) 
CARL: Anastasiadis, Anthopoutos, Stergiopoulos a resrthdg betas rll, 
(Della Rocea’ 80), Marth, Bresciano, Atkinson, € ‘Pee Bold (CAND) ) 
Moreira, Lapsansky, Thompson, Tricarico (Grbac 7 van KELIC (MELK) 
80), Cervinski (Markovac 86) 7 Derek POIMER (ADSH) 
7 id ONEY R 
Melbourne Knights 3 Adelaide City | 7 ees MARUSIC (eee) 
R Banini 26 D Terminello 21 & Francis AWARITEFE (MARC) 
I Kelic 66 6 Bobby DESPOTOVSKI (pat) 
T Pondeljak 73 6 John GIBSON (ADSH) 
Venue: Knights Stadium & Joel GRIFFITHS (SUTD) 
e a 
Now in Australia! 


MEGASPORTS 


(MacNicol 84), Hutchinson, Perinovic (Vargas 
84), Hastie, Puca, Savage, Becyinovski 


BYE: WOLLONGONG WOLVES 


NAT. YOUTH LEAGUE 


Southem Division: Saturday 13 February 


Bulleen Inter 6 Albury Wodonga 1 
Melbourne Knights 2 VIS 3 

South Melbourne I Gippstand Falcons 0 
Cariton v Bye 

Northern Division: Round 19 

ACTAS 3 Wollongong Wolves 0 
Newcastle Breakers 4 Olympic Academy I 
Saturday 13 February 

NSWIS 2 Marconi Colts 0 
Sydney United Colts0 QAS 3 

Northern Spirit 0 AIS 2 4 
Wollongong Colts 2 Northern Spirit Colts 2 
Sunday 14 February 

Sydney Olympic 3 Sydney United 2 

Bye v Wollongong Wolves 


Leading Ericsson Cup 
Scorers 


a wholly owned subsidiary of 


Stephen LAYBUTT (BRIS) 
Goran LOZANOVSKI (SMEL) 
Stuart McLAREN (BRIS) 


) 

Paul BILOKAPIC (SPRT) 
Michael BROOKS (WOLL) 

ian CARE (MARC) 
David CERVINSKI (MELK) 
Sean CRANNEY (BRIS) 
Brett EMERTON (SOLY) 
Michael GARCIA (P! 
Chad GIBSON (MARC) 
Chay HEWS (BRIS) 
Matt HORSLEY (WOLL) 
Des HUGHES (BRIS) 
Ante JURIC (SOLY) 
Dongi Ki KIM (ADLC) 
Pan KIM (MARC) 
Brian MacNICOL (GIPS) 
Andrew MARTH (CARL) 
Levent OSMAN (GIPS) 
Jason POLAK (SMEL) 
Joel PORTER (ADSH) 
Shane PRYCE (NEWC) 
Paul REID (WOLL) 
Mark RUDAN (SPRT) 
Michael SANTALAB (SUTD) 
Mike SMITH (MARC) 
Zelko SUSA (MELK) 
Dino TERMINELLO (ADLC) 
Hamilton THORPE (ADSH) 
Paul TRIMBOLI (SMEL) 
Danny VIDAKOVIC (ADSH) 
Andy VLAHOS (CARL) 
Daniel WATKINS (SPRT) 
Kasey WEHRMAN (BRIS) 
Chris ZORICICH (BRIS) 
Richie ALAGICH (ADSH) 
Corey ARTONE (ADSH) 
Ransford BANINI (MELK) 
David BARRETT (SUTD) 
Sasho BECVINOVSKI (GIPS) 
Clayton BELL (GIPS) 


Peter BENNETT (SUTD) 
Vinko BULJUBASIC (PRTH) 
Jacob BURNS (SUTD) 

Nick CARLE (OLY) 

Joe CALETA (SUTD) 

Alvin CECCOLI (WOLL) 
Adrian CERVINSKI (SOLY) 
Scott CHIPPERFIELD (WOLL) 
G Circati (PRTH) 


Amewrican Wagering Inc. — the company which owns and 
operates 40 of Nevada’s 136 sports books. 
Sports Betting prices quoted on Australian, British, European & 
Asian soccer as well as all international matches. 


FOR INFORMATION PHONE 1800 000 380 
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1 David CLARKON (SMEL) 
1 lan CROOK (SPRT) 

1 Jason CULINA (SOLY) 

1 Michael CUNICO (SPRT) 
1 Nathan DAY (SUTD) 

1 Saso DIMOSKi (WOLL) 

1 Steve EAGLETON (UTD) 
1 Alistair EDWARDS (PRTH) 
1 Robbie ENES (SPRT) 

1 Andy HARPER (BRIS) 

1 Will HASTIE (GiPS) 

1 Danny HAY (PRTH) 

1 Matt HORSLEY (WOLL) 
1 Karl HROVJE (MELK) 

1 Harry JAMES (NEWC) 

1 Ivo de JESUS (CANB)\ 
: Alex JOSIFOVSK!I (CARL) 
1 

1 

1 
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Megasorts (A.C.T.) Pty Ltd (A.C.N. 081 251 470) 
PO Box 2708 Canberra ACT 2601 
E-mail: sports@weboz.megasports.com.au 
Internet address: megasports.com.au 


FOR ALL THE LATEST ODDS 


Crowd: 2,871 6 Brad LG) Pekar ntti eco 
Alex KIRATZOGLOU (MELK) 
Referee: M Breeze 6 Joe TRICARICO (CARL) Leo LANGONE (CANB) 
Cautions: M Foy (AC) 77' 5 John ANASTASIADIS (SMEL) Dominic LONGO (MARC) 
MELK: Didulica, Nastevski, Zolic, Banini, Vu- ; Con BOUTSIANIS (PRTH) Darren McDONALD (MARC) 
kadin, Reda, Kutlesovski, kelic, Kiratzoglou, Susa 2 RSA Paul MAGDIC 
(Dejak 79), Pondeljak (Trupkovic 85) Sten TRAJANO VSI (MARC) Doug MARCINA (CANB) 
ADLC: Ptekovic, Ivanovic, Tobin, Talladira, Mori, 4 Marco BRESCIANO (CARL) Sevier OVAG (CARL! 
Veart, Costanzo, Hassell, (Foy 79), Terminelio, 4 Simon COLOSIMO (CARL) ie Creel ponds ; ) 
Sabljak, Kim (Armour 57) - Alex DURIC SS onis) Scott MILLER 
Jeromy HARRI 8 OSEVIC (ADSH 

Adelaide Sharks 0 Gippsland Falcons 0 4 Archie ers) “ppd omnncain Mack : ) 
Venue: Hindmarsh Stadi Norman ( 
Crd ON Oe 4 Sang-Choi YOON (NEWC) IGNORE 
Referee: S Hasic 4 Ray WOUNIS (WOLL) Marko PERINOVIC (GIPS) 
Cautions: F Tibaldi (AS) 51’; C Bell (GF) 80 w | | 3 ecu Tom PONDELJAK (MELK) 
Hastie (GF) 80'; J Gibson (AS) 90': B MacNicol 3 Soe noe (NEWC) Sone ao Sad He 
(GF) 90' . 3 Troy HALPI 
ADSH: Miller, Pezos, Souris, Kuzmanovic, Kokki- | | 3 eyoh KALANTZIS (COLY) rit peatvetial 
end tes ame re ee 73), 5 Vas KALOGERACOS (PRTH) ewan SHANNON yey 

ne (Gibson 64), Poimer, Thorp (Duric _ Hany (MELK) i SPENCE! 
GIPS: Jevdjevic, Anderson, Hopkins, Osman, Bell 3  Lubo LAPSANSKY(CARL) Reels RWOLL) 


Paul STRUDWICK (PRTH) 


RAM SPORTS 


The ONLY Australian owned brand with FIFA Approved balls 
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FEEL 
THE 
POWER 


NOVELL 
CANBERRA 
COSMOS 


V 
SYDNEY 
Obee IC 


e Stadium 
te uP ay 22 February 
KICK OFF 7.30pm 


PRINCIPAL SPONSOR: 
NOVELL 


